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 backstairs strug-

g
le at th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se w

ith
 p

o
ssib

ly
 

serious repercussions on the 1972 presi-
dential election has now

 broken out over 
the future status of D

eputy A
tty. G

en. 
R

ich
ard

 G
. K

lein
d
ien

st, w
ith

 th
e an

ti-
K

leindienst faction how
 holding a clear 

edge. 
B

oiled dow
n, the question is w

hether 
P

resident N
ixon should risk a m

ean S
en-

ate co
n
firm

atio
n
 fig

h
t an

d
 n

o
m

in
ate 

K
leindienst as attorney general in Janu-

ary. A
tty. G

en. John M
itchell and M

r. 
N

ixon have now
 privately reached solid 

ag
reem

en
t th

at M
itch

ell w
ill leav

e in
 

early January to take active leadership 
of •the N

ixon re-election cam
paign. 

T
hat agreem

ent betw
een the P

resident 
and M

itchell by itself represents a con-
cessio

n
 to

 p
o
litical reality

. T
h
ere w

as 
serious talk several w

eeks ago that, to 
avoid the potentially m

essy question of 
M

itchell's successor at Justice, he w
ould 

stay
 o

n
 as atto

rn
ey

 g
en

eral u
n
til w

ell 
into next spring, running the P

resident's 
cam

paign from
 his hip pocket in his pan-

elled office at the Justice D
epartm

ent. 
U

nder that arrangem
ent, w

ith M
itch- 

R
ow

land E
vans 

and 
R

obert N
ovak 

ell's departure long delayed, K
leindienst 

m
ig

h
t h

av
e b

een
 g

iv
en

 M
itch

ell's jo
b
 

w
ith the title of "acting" attorney gener-

al, thus avoiding either a S
enate confir- 

m
ation battle or a hum

iliation to K
lein-

dienst by the appointm
ent of som

eone 
else. T

here is am
ple precedent for long 

tenures at Justice as "acting" boss, w
ith 

N
icholas K

atzenbach holding the m
odern 

record of alm
ost six m

onths. 
B

ut M
itchell rejected that untidy solu-

tion. W
ith the N

ew
 H

am
pshire prim

ary 
o
n
ly

 a little m
o
re th

an
 fiv

e m
o
n
th

s 
aw

ay, party politicians around the coun-
try have been clam

oring for him
 to take 

com
m

and of the plush offices of the N
ix-

o
n
 cam

p
aig

n
 h

ead
q
u
arters o

n
e b

lo
ck

 
from

 the W
hite H

ouse (officially styled  

"T
he C

om
m

ittee for the R
e-election of 

the P
resident"). 

A
ccordingly, w

ith M
itchell's departure 

from
 Justice now

 set for early January, 
the K

leindienst p rob 11 e m
 has suddenly 

m
oved off the back burner and pow

erful 
anti-K

leindienst lobbies •are beginning to 
w

ork on both M
itchell and the W

hite 
H

ouse, led by the m
oderate N

ational A
s-

sociation for the A
dvancem

ent of C
olored 

P
eople. 
T

hus, C
larence M

itchell, w
ho runs the 

N
A

A
C

P
's W

ashington office and has 
close ties to liberal R

epublican senators, 
blam

es K
leindienst m

ore than M
itchell 

o
r M

r. N
ix

o
n
 fo

r th
e P

resid
en

t's tw
o
 

S
uprem

e C
ourt fiascoes: T

he nom
ina-

tio
n
s o

f C
lem

en
t H

ay
n
sw

o
rth

 an
d
 G

. 
H

arrold C
arsw

ell, both rejected by the 
S

enate. 
P

erhaps m
ore to the point, C

larence 
M

itch
ell an

d
 th

e N
A

A
C

P
 claim

 th
at 

K
leindienst personally vetoed N

ew
 Jer-

sey R
epublican Sen. C

lifford C
ase's cam

-
paign to w

in a seat on the T
hird C

ircuit 
C

ourt of A
ppeals for C

larence C
. F

ergu-
so

n
, fo

rm
er d

ean
 o

f th
e law

 sch
o
o
l at 

H
o
w

ard
 U

n
iv

ersity
. F

erg
u
so

n
 w

o
u
ld

 
have replaced another N

egro, retiring 
Judge W

illiam
 H

. H
astie last spring. 

L
ikew

ise, K
leindienst has run afoul of 

pow
erful new

spaper and television exec-
utives, partly as a result of his actions 
during the bitter litigation over publica-
tion of the P

entagon P
apers. 

S
uch im

placable opponents of K
lein-

dienst have allies in C
ongress for entire-

ly non-ideological reasons, based on noth-
in

g
 m

o
re th

an
 K

lein
d
ien

st's p
o
w

er to
 

m
ake or w

ithhold recom
m

endations of 
all fed

eral ju
d
g
esh

ip
s. A

 stick
ler fo

r 
form

, K
leindienst has leaned heavily on 

the recom
m

endations of local bar asso-
ciatio

n
s, o

n
ly

 to
 fin

d
 h

im
self o

n
 th

e 
receiving end of outraged senators w

hose 

R
ichard J. K

leindienst 
C

aught in struggle 

ow
n judicial preferences have been over-

ridden. 
T

o this active opposition m
ust be add-

ed
 p

resid
en

tial ad
v
isers w

h
o
 h

av
e n

o
 

specific grievance against K
leindienst 

but w
ho fear the political im

pact of an 
all-out confirm

ation fight on the eve of 
th

e P
resid

en
t's re-electio

n
 cam

p
aig

n
. 

W
ith one of the tw

o or three highest jobs 
in the federal governm

ent about to open 
u
p
, th

ey
 w

an
t M

r. N
ix

o
n
 to

 m
ilk

 th
e 

appointm
ent for every political advan-

tage he can find in it. 
A

s o
f to

d
ay

, th
ese ad

v
isers h

av
e a 

clear edge, and M
itchell, w

hose opinion 
m

ay w
ell be the controlling one, seem

s 
to be leaning that w

ay too. T
hat poses 

the strong possibility that M
r. N

ixon w
ill 

pass up K
leindienst in still another af-

front to his ow
n right w

ing on the theory 
that the right has now

here else to go. 


