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: Jam
es L

eonard, left, U
.S. delegate to the G

eneva 
conference on disarm

am
ent, and A

leksei A
. R

oshchin, his Soviet counterpart, after pre-
senting a joint-draft treaty that included provisions for destroying b

io
lo

g
ical w

eap
o
n
s. 
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C
 

.S. and Soviet A
ct to B

an G
erm

 W
ar 
 

S
pecial to T

he N
ew

 Y
ork T

im
es 

G
E

N
E

V
A

, A
u
g
. 5

 —
 T

h
e 

U
n
ited

 S
tates an

d
 th

e S
o
v
iet 

U
n

io
n

 p
resen

ted
 to

d
ay

 a jo
in

t-
ly

 d
rafted

 tex
t o

f an
 in

tern
a-

tio
n
a
l c

o
n
v
e
n
tio

n
 th

e
y
 sa

id
 

w
as d

esig
n
ed

 to
 m

ak
e im

p
o
s-

sib
le "fo

r th
e sak

e o
f all m

an
-

k
in

d
" th

e w
ag

in
g
 o

f w
ar w

ith
 

biologicalw
 eapons. 

T
h

is aim
 w

as set fo
rth

 in
 th

e 
pream

ble of the 14-article draft 
treaty

, w
h

ich
 th

e tw
o

 b
ig

 p
o

w
-

e
rs p

re
se

n
te

d
 b

e
fo

re
 th

e
 2

5
-

n
atio

n
 D

isarm
am

en
t C

o
n
fer-

ence here. 
B

o
th

 Jam
es F

. L
eo

n
ard

, th
e 

U
n
ited

 S
tates d

eleg
ate, an

d
 th

e 
S

o
v

iet rep
resen

tativ
e, A

lek
sei 

A
. R

o
sch

in
, said

 th
ey

 ex
p
ected

 
that the conference w

ould com
-

p
lete w

o
rk

 o
n

 th
e d

rag
t in

 tim
e 

to
 h

av
e it ad

o
p
ted

 b
y
 th

e U
n
it-

e
d
 N

a
tio

n
s G

e
n
e
ra

l A
sse

m
-

bly this year. 
T

h
e p

ro
p
o
sed

 treaty
 w

o
u
ld

 
b
in

d
 n

atio
n
s "n

o
t to

 d
ev

elo
p
, 

produce, stockpile or otherw
ise 

acq
u
ire o

r retain
 "m

icro
b
iial 

o
r o

th
er b

io
lo

g
ical ag

en
g
s o

r 
to

x
in

s ex
cep

t fo
r p

eacefu
l p

u
r-

p
o
ses. T

h
e sam

e co
m

m
itm

en
t 

w
ould apply to all w

eapons and 
related

 eq
u
ip

m
en

t d
esig

n
ed

 to
 

m
ak

e p
o
ssib

le th
e u

se o
f b

io
-

logical agents in w
arfare. 

A
n
o
th

er article in
 th

e co
n
-

v
en

tio
n
 p

ro
v
id

es fo
r th

e d
e-

stru
c
tio

n
, o

f a
ll th

e
 b

a
n
n
e
d
 

biological w
eapons "as soon as 

possible" or their conversion to 
peaceful use. A

 m
axim

um
 delay 

is to
 b

e w
ritten

 in
to

 th
e treaty

 
after fu

rth
er stu

d
y

 o
f th

e tim
e 

n
e
e
d
e
d
 to

 d
isp

o
se

 o
f th

e
se

 
w

eap
o
n
s w

ith
o

u
t en

d
an

g
erin

g
 

lives or the environm
ent. 

U
se D

enounced by N
ixon 

T
h
e U

n
ited

 S
tates h

as fix
ed

 
a tim

etab
le o

f 1
4
 m

o
n
th

s fo
r 

co
m

p
letio

n
 o

f th
e d

estru
ctio

n
 

it b
eg

an
 last m

o
n
th

 o
f its ar-

sen
al o

f b
io

lo
g
ical w

eap
o
n
s. 

P
re

sid
e
n
t N

ix
o
n
 re

n
o
u
n
c
e
d
 

th
eir u

se in
 a statem

en
t m

ad
e 

on N
ov. 25, 1969. 

L
o
o
k
in

g
 p

leased
 w

ith
 th

e re-
su

lt o
f th

eir w
o
rk

, th
e U

n
ited

 
S

tates an
d
 S

o
v
iet n

eg
o
tiato

rs 
em

p
h
asized

 at sep
arate n

ew
s 

co
n
feren

ces w
h
at th

ey
 saw

 as 
th

e ex
cep

tio
n
al sig

n
ifican

ce o
f 

the convention. 
U

n
lik

e p
ast ag

reem
en

ts n
e-

gotiated at the conference, • hey 
said

, th
e p

ro
jected

 treaty
 w

as 
a "real" step

 to
w

ard
 d

isarm
a-

m
en

t b
ecau

se it p
ro

v
id

ed
 fo

r 
th

e
 d

e
stru

c
tio

n
 o

f e
x
istin

g
 

w
e
a
p
o
n
s. E

e
a
rlie

r a
c
c
o
rd

s 
b
an

n
ed

 th
e sp

read
 o

f w
eap

o
n
s 

fro
m

 o
n

e co
u

n
try

 to
 an

o
th

er  

o
r o

th
erw

ise co
n

tro
lled

 th
em

 
w

ith
o

u
t callin

g
 fo

r th
eir elim

-
ination. 

T
h

e jo
in

t tex
t d

o
es n

o
t co

n
-

ta
in

 a
 p

ro
v
isio

n
 sp

e
c
ific

a
lly

 
b
an

n
in

g
 th

e u
se o

f b
io

lo
g
ical 

w
eapons. T

he S
oviet U

nion con-
sid

ered
 it u

n
n

ecessary
 b

ecau
se 

th
e
 u

se
 o

f th
e
se

 w
e
a
p
o
n
s a

s 
w

ell as p
o
iso

n
 an

d
 o

th
er g

ases 
a
re

 o
u
tla

w
e
d
 in

 a
n
 in

te
rn

a
-

tio
n
al p

act, k
n
o
w

n
 as th

e G
en

-
e
v
a
 P

ro
to

c
o
l, c

o
n
c
lu

d
e
d
 in

 
1925. 

W
ith

 th
is arg

u
m

en
t, th

e S
o

-
v
ie

t U
n
io

n
 is a

tte
m

p
tin

g
 to

 
u
p
h
o
ld

 th
e v

iew
 th

at th
e 1

9
2
5
 

p
ro

to
co

l lay
s d

o
w

n
 a u

n
iv

ersal 
la

w
 b

in
d
in

g
 o

n
 a

ll n
a
tio

n
s 

w
h

eth
er th

ey
 h

av
e ratified

 it o
r 

not. 
T

h
e U

n
ited

 S
tates h

as n
ev

er 
ratified the G

eneva P
rotocol, al-

th
o
u
g
h
 P

resid
en

t N
ix

o
n
 n

o
w

 
h
as a req

u
est b

efo
re th

e S
en

-
ate th

at th
is actio

n
 b

e au
th

o
r-

ized. 
M

r. L
eonard took great pains 

to
d
ay

 in
 th

e co
n
feren

ce ro
o
m

 
to

 p
raise w

h
at h

e term
ed

 th
e 

"co
n

stru
ctiv

e an
d

 th
o

u
g

h
tfu

l 
ap

p
ro

ach
" th

e B
ritish

 h
ad

 tak
-

en
 to

 th
e b

io
lo

g
ical arm

s p
ro

b
-

le
m

. T
h
e
 c

o
m

p
ro

m
ise

 d
ra

ft 
"o

w
es m

u
ch

 o
f its in

sp
iratio

n
 

an
d
 its lan

g
u
ag

e" to
 an

 o
rig

i-
. 

n
al B

ritish
 p

lan
 su

b
m

itted
 tw

o
 

y
ears ag

o
, th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates 

delegate said. 
B

oth M
r. L

e,onard and the S
o-

v
iet d

eleg
ate stressed

 th
at th

e 
ban on biological w

eapons w
as 

a step
 to

w
ard

 th
e w

id
er g

o
al 

o
f th

e elim
in

atio
n
 o

f ch
em

ical  w
eapons as w

ell. A
n undertak-

in
g
 to

 "co
n
d
u
ct n

eg
o
tiatio

n
s 

in good faith" to achieve a ban 
o
n
 th

ese w
eap

o
n
s is w

ritten
 

in
to

 th
e d

raft acco
rd

 p
resen

ted
 

today. 
M

r. R
oshchin and M

r. L
eonard 

b
o
th

 stressed
 to

d
ay

 th
at th

ey
  w

ere o
p
en

 to
 all su

g
g
estio

n
s 

fo
r im

p
ro

v
in

g
 th

eir d
rafts. A

t-
tem

pts to accom
m

odate sugges-
tio

n
s are ex

p
ected

 to
 b

e m
ad

e 
in

 a fin
al rev

isio
n

 th
at th

e co
-

ch
airm

en
 in

d
icated

 th
ey

 w
o
u
ld

 
p
rep

are b
efo

re th
e co

n
feren

ce 
adjourns. 


