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he big losers in President 
'N

ixon's delicate balancing act on S
outhern school deseg-

' -regation appear to be the larger cities and tow
ns below

 
the M

ason-D
ixon line. 

A
lm

o
st in

ev
itab

ly
 th

is F
all th

ey
 w

ill h
av

e to
 m

eet 
stiffened S

uprem
e C

ourt requirem
ents for approxim

ate 
racial balancing in elem

entary and secondary schools. 
B

u
t, u

n
less C

o
n
g
ress in

terv
en

es, th
e g

o
v
ern

m
en

t 
w

o
n
't h

elp
 th

em
 b

u
y
 an

d
 o

p
erate th

e ad
d
itio

n
al b

u
ses 

,necessary to m
eet the high court's A

pril guidelines. 
M

ultiple E
ffects 

A
nother csaualty in the W

hite H
ouse decision yester-

day in the A
ustin, T

ex., school case w
as E

lliot L
. R

ichard-
.son, secretary of health, education and w

elfare, 
N

ixon specifically rejected the A
ustin desegregation 

:„.R
lan draw

n up by H
E

W
 and approvedby R

ichardson and 
,:by im

plication cast aside R
ichardson's A

dm
inistration 

A
dopted strategy of firm

ly but quietly enforcing the S
u-

'.,7prem
e C

ourt's toughened desegregation requirem
ents 

"w
ithout criticizing the ruling itself. 

N
ixon gained these m

ultiple effects from
 tw

o actions : 

• H
e said the Justice D

epartm
ent w

ill appeal as "in-
consistent w

ith recent rulings of the U
.S

. S
uprem

e C
ourt" 

a decision by U
.S

. D
istrict Judge Jack B

. R
oberts. R

oberts 
allow

ed part-tim
e integration of A

ustin pupils rather than 
the H

E
W

 plan requiring extensive busing for full-tim
e 

desegregation. 
• 

T
he P

resident also am
ended the A

dm
instration's 

pending $1.5-billion em
ergency school assistance bill to 

forbid any expenditures for busing. 
T

he net effect w
as to tell the S

outh that the A
dm

inis-
tration opposes cross-tow

n busing of students for desegre-
g
atio

n
 b

u
t is req

u
ired

 to
 en

fo
rce th

e letter o
f S

u
p
rem

e 
C

ourt decisions. P
ast critics have called this tactic "hid-

ing behind the court." M
inim

um
 B

using 
"I am

 against busing as that term
 is com

m
only used 

in school desegregation cases," N
ixon said. 

T
he P

resident underscored this m
essage by instruct-

ing the Justice D
epartm

ent and H
E

W
 to "w

ork w
ith indi-

vidual school districts to hold busing to the m
inim

um
 re-

q
u
ired

 b
y
 law

." 
T

h
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se statem

en
ts m

ark
ed

 a sh
arp

 ch
an

g
e  

in recent political tactics on the desegregation issue. 
T

h
e A

d
m

in
istratio

n
. o

n
 R

ich
ard

so
n
's ad

v
ice, h

as fo
r 

the past four m
onths m

uted any displeasure w
ith the high 

court's pro-busing decision and em
phasized its intention to 

enforce the edict —
 hoping for m

inim
um

 controversy and 
disruption in the S

outh. 
W

ith rising opposition in S
outhern cities to cross-tow

n 
b
u
sin

g
, th

e P
resid

en
t h

as seem
ed

 to
 reject th

is co
u
rse 

because politically it ties the A
dm

inistration too closely to 
busing advocates. R

ebuke to R
ichardson 

In a sharp rebuke to R
ichardson, N

ixon said the gov-
ernm

ent w
ill disavow

 the H
E

W
 desegregation plan in its 

appeal of the A
ustin ruling, apparently because the de-

partm
ent called for too m

uch busing. 
R

ichardson, also w
as forced in a statem

ent to indicate 
that his departm

ent's position has been to "avoid the use 
of federal funds for the transportation aspects" of deseg-
regation plans. 

Just last w
eek, by contrast, R

ichardson said about 3 
percent, or $2 m

illion, of an initial $75 m
illion H

E
W

 deseg-
regration—

aid fund w
as sp

en
t last y

ear fo
r b

u
sin

g
. 


