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N
ixon H

ails Y
outh V

ote as 26th A
m

endm
ent Is C

ertified at the W
hite H

ouse 
S

pecial to T
he N

ew
 Y

ork T
im

es 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
, Ju

ly
 5

—
T

h
e 2

6
th

 A
m

en
d
m

en
t to

 th
e 

C
o
n
stitu

tio
n
, w

h
ich

 lo
w

ers to
 

1
8
 th

e m
in

im
u
m

 v
o
tin

g
 ag

e in
 

all elections, w
as officially cer-

tified today in a cerem
ony con-

d
u
cted

 b
y
 P

resid
en

t N
ix

o
n
. 

M
o
re th

an
 5

0
0
 m

em
b
ers o

f 
a singing group, Y

oung A
m

eri-
can

s an
 C

o
n
cert, w

itn
essed

 th
e 

ev
en

t in
 th

e E
ast R

o
o
m

 o
f th

e 
W

h
ite H

o
u
se. 

M
r. N

ix
o
n
 arriv

ed
 b

y
 h

eli- 
co

p
ter sh

o
rtly

 after 3
 P

.M
. aft-

e
r a

 w
e
e
k
e
n
d
 a

t C
a
m

p
 D

a
-

vid, M
d. 

H
e
 to

ld
 th

e
 y

o
u
n
g
 p

e
o
p
le

 
th

a
t it w

a
s "p

a
rtic

u
la

rly
 a

p
-

p
ro

p
riate" th

at th
e cerem

o
n
y
, 

w
h
ich

 m
ark

ed
 th

e ad
d
itio

n
 o

f 
1
1
 m

illio
n
 'p

o
ten

tial v
o
ter's to

 
th

e electo
rate, h

ad
 fallen

 o
n
 

th
e o

fficial o
b
serv

an
ce o

f th
e 

n
atio

n
's 1

9
5
th

 b
irth

d
ay

. 
T

h
e am

en
d
m

en
t's v

alid
ity

 

th
e O

h
io

 leg
islatu

re, th
e last 

o
f th

e 3
8
 states n

eed
ed

 fo
r a 

th
ree-q

u
arters m

ajo
rity

. B
u
t 

M
r. K

u
n
zig

 ad
d
ed

 th
at to

d
ay

's 
cerem

o
n
y
 w

as a leg
al req

u
ire-

m
ent. 
T

he G
eneral S

ervices A
dm

in-
istratio

n
 is resp

o
n
sib

le fo
r th

e 
preservation and safekeeping of 
th

e n
atio

n
's h

isto
rical d

o
cu

-
m

ents. 
• M

r. N
ix

o
n
 n

o
te

d
 th

a
t th

e
 

Y
o
u
n
g
 A

m
erican

s in
 C

o
n
cert, 

w
h
o
. ran

g
e in

 ag
e fro

m
 1

5
 to

 
2
0
, w

ere ab
o
u
t to

 em
b
ark

 o
n
 

a tour of E
urope, and he asked 

th
em

 to
 p

ass o
n
 "so

m
e. o

f th
e 

th
in

g
s th

at W
e in

 th
e U

n
ited

 
S

tates w
o
u
ld

 lik
e th

e p
eo

p
le 

in
 E

u
ro

p
e to

 h
ear." T

h
e sin

g
-

in
g
 b

ro
u
p
, w

h
ich

. is b
ased

d
n
 

P
rinceton, N

. J., includes m
em

-
b
ers fro

m
 all o

v
er th

e n
atio

n
. 

"Y
o
u
 all k

n
o
w

 th
at A

m
erica 

is th
e rich

est an
d
 stro

n
g
est n

a-
fied

 last W
ed

n
esd

ay
 n

ig
h
t b

y
 tio

n
 in

 th
e w

o
rld

," th
e P

resi- 

d
en

t to
ld

 th
e sin

g
ers. "B

u
t it 

is not that that m
akes A

m
erica 

th
e h

o
p
e o

f th
e w

o
rld

. 
"A

m
erica h

as n
ev

er in
 th

is 
c
e
n
tu

ry
 u

se
d
 its stre

n
g
th

 to
 

b
reak

 th
e p

eace, o
n
ly

 to
 k

eep
 

it. In
 th

e last th
ird

 o
f th

is cen
-

tury, A
m

erica's strength w
ill be 

u
sed

 to
 b

rin
g
 p

eace an
d
 k

eep
 

p
eace in

 th
e w

o
rld

. 
"T

he U
nited S

tates of A
m

er-
ic

a
 d

o
e
sn

't w
a
n
t a

n
 a

c
re

 o
f 

territo
ry

—
w

e d
o
n
't w

an
t to

 
d
o
m

in
ate an

y
b
o
d
y
 else. W

e 
o
n
ly

 w
an

t th
e p

eo
p
le to

 h
av

e 
th

e
 fre

e
d
o
m

 w
e
 e

n
jo

y
, a

n
d
 

th
at's w

h
at y

o
u
 can

 tell th
em

."  
G

lancing around the room
 at 

th
e
 se

a
 o

f b
lu

e
 b

la
z
e
rs a

n
d
 

starch
ed

 w
h
ite b

lo
u
ses, M

r. 
N

ix
o
n
 said

 h
e w

as su
re th

at 
th

e y
o
u
n
g
 sin

g
ers w

o
u
ld

 "rep
-

resen
t A

m
erica w

ell ab
ro

ad
 

an
d
 th

at th
e 1

1
 m

illio
n
 n

ew
 

v
o
te

s w
ill d

o
 w

e
ll fo

r th
is 

country at hom
e. 

"T
h
e co

u
n
try

 n
eed

s an
 M

fu
- 

sio
n
 o

f n
ew

 sp
irits fro

m
 tim

e 
to

 tim
e," h

e said
. "A

s I stan
d
 

h
ere, I sen

se th
at w

e can
 h

av
e 

confidence that A
m

erica's new
 

v
o
tes w

ill p
ro

v
id

e w
h
at th

is 
country needs." 

A
lth

o
u
g
h
 h

e d
id

 n
o
t say

 so
, 

M
r. N

ix
o
n
 c

le
a
rly

 h
o
p
e
s to

 
capture m

any of the new
 voters 

in next year's P
residential elec-

tio
n
. B

u
t o

n
e
 o

f th
e
 y

o
u
n
g
 

sin
g
ers, D

av
id

 V
an

 D
y
k
e, 1

7
, 

o
f T

o
m

s R
iv

er, N
. J., o

ffered
 

th
e P

resid
en

t a cav
eat. 

W
o
u
ld

 h
e v

o
te to

 re-eleC
t 

M
r. N

ixon next year, the youth 
w

a
s a

sk
e
d
. "D

e
p
e
n
d
s o

n
 if 

w
e're o

u
t o

f V
ietn

am
," h

e re-
plied. 

B
efo

re retreatin
g
 to

 p
u
n
ch

 
an

d
 co

o
k
ies, th

e g
ro

u
p
 san

g
 

"T
h
e B

attle H
y
m

n
 o

f th
e R

e-
public." O

ne m
em

ber later said 
th

a
t it w

a
s o

n
ly

 th
e
 g

ro
u
p
's 

th
ird

 p
u
b
lic p

erfo
rm

an
ce to

-
gether. 

T
he P

resident listened to the 
perform

ance w
ith a fixed sm

ile 
o
n
 h

is slig
h
tly

 u
p
tu

rn
ed

 face. 
A

fterw
ard

, h
e said

 th
at h

e h
ad

 
"h

eard
 'T

h
e B

attle- H
y
m

n
 o

f 
th

e R
ep

u
b
lic' at least sev

en
 o

r 
eig

h
t h

u
n
d
red

 tim
es, b

u
t after 

hearing this rendition I can tell 
y
o
u
 th

a
t n

o
 g

ro
u
p
 h

a
s e

v
e
r 

su
n
g
 it b

etter, b
eliev

e m
e." 

T
h
e lo

w
erin

g
 o

f th
e v

o
tin

g
 

a
g
e
 to

 1
8
 b

y
 c

o
n
stitu

tio
n
a
l 

am
en

d
m

en
t w

as m
ad

e n
eces-

sary
 b

y
 a S

u
p
rem

e C
o
u
rt d

e-
cision last D

ecem
ber m

odifying 
a law

, p
rev

io
u
sly

 p
assed

 b
y
 

C
o
n
g
ress, th

at g
av

e citizen
s 

o
v
e
r 1

8
, th

e
 v

o
te

 in
 a

l 
elections. 

T
h
e C

o
u
rt ru

led
 th

at C
o
n
-

g
ress h

ad
 ex

ceed
ed

 its p
o
w

ers 
by setting voting standards for 
state and local elections as w

ell 
as national elections. It upheld 
o
n
ly

 th
e g

ran
tin

g
 o

f n
atio

n
al 

voting rights to the teen-agers. 

w
a
s c

e
rtifie

d
 b

y
 R

o
b
e
rt L

. 
K

u
n
zig

, th
e G

en
eral S

erv
ices 

A
d
m

in
istrato

r, w
h
o
 b

en
t o

v
er 

a m
ah

o
g
an

y
 d

esk
 th

o
u
g
h
t to

 
h
av

e b
een

 u
sed

 b
y
 T

h
o
m

as 
Jefferson during the C

ontinen-
tal C

ongress in P
hiladelphia. 

T
he P

resident noted later that 
Jefferso

n
 h

ad
 also

 sto
o
d
 o

v
er 

the desk w
hile w

riting, because 
o
f h

is arth
ritis. 

M
r. N

ix
o
n
 an

d
 th

ree m
em

-
bers of the singing group signed 
th

e d
o
cu

m
en

t as o
fficial w

it-
nesses:W

.-the certification. T
he 

th
ree ,siu

g
ers, selected

 at ran
-

d
o
m

, W
ere Ju

lian
n
e Jo

n
es o

f 
M

em
p
h
is, Jo

sep
h
 L

o
y
d
 o

f D
e-

tro
it an

d
 P

au
l L

arim
er o

f C
o
n
-

co
rd

, C
alif., all 1

8
 y

ears o
ld

. 
T

h
e th

ree k
ep

t th
eir p

en
s as 

souvenirs. 
A

fterw
ard

, M
r. K

u
n
zig

 said
 

th
at th

e am
en

d
m

en
t h

ad
 tak

en
 

effect th
e m

o
m

en
t it w

as rati- 


