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inal, So Is N
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an

iel E
llsb

erg
, w

h
o

 re-
v

e
a
le

d
 th

e
 m

a
ssiv

e
 to

p
-

secret P
entagon study on the 

w
ar in

 V
ietn

am
, said

 in
 an

 
interview

 last m
onth he be-

liev
es h

e is "a w
ar crim

i-
n

al." 
"I'm

 a w
ar crim

in
al," h

e 
said, "because I participated 
in acts that violated interna-
tional law

, our C
onstitution 

and som
e of our treaty obli-

gations like the U
nited N

a-
tions C

harter. 

M
isled 

"T
here's no w

ay around it. 
A

s our governm
ent has de-

fin
e
d
 w

a
r c

rim
e
s, I a

m
 

guilty, and so are N
ixon and 

K
issinger and hundreds of 

other people in the govern-
m

ent." 
(E

llsberg m
ade these and 

other statem
ents hi an inter-

view
 in M

ay, apparently w
ith 

the know
ledge that the P

en- 

tagon study w
as to he m

ade 
public. O

n M
onday after he 

Iva>
 charged, how

ever, E
lls-

berg w
as quoted as saying: 

"T
h
e sim

p
le fact is th

at I 
never felt tortured by guilt 
b

y
 an

y
th

in
g
 I d

id
 in

 V
iet-

nam
.") 

In the M
ay interview

 E
ls-

berg also said that: 

• 
W

ash
in

g
to

n
 o

fficials 
have been m

isled by official 
cab

les fro
m

 U
n
ited

 S
tates 

lead
ers in

 S
aig

o
n
 b

ecau
se 

such cables are "w
orthless." 

• H
e believes D

r. H
enry 

K
issinger, top W

hite H
ouse 

adviser for N
ational S

ecurity 
A

ffairs, is "arro
g
an

t" an
d
 

"h
as a real ig

n
o
ran

ce o
f 

V
ietnam

ese affairs." 

• 
A

s far b
ack

 as 1
9
6
9
, 

E
llsb

erg
 an

d
 o

th
er "in

sid
e 

types" urged unilateral w
ith-

draw
al by the U

nited S
tates, 

bin m
ost advisers w

ere "un-
w

illing to com
e out public- 

"I w
ent to S

an C
lem

ente to  

talk to K
issinger in S

eptem
-

ber of 1969," E
llsberg said. 

"I w
anted to ask him

 if he'd 
read or had anyone sum

m
a-

rize for him
 a 10,000-page 

stu
d
y
 o

f th
e h

isto
ry

 o
f th

e 
V

ietnam
 decision - m

aking 
b
y
 th

e U
.S

. th
at I'd

 b
een

 
w

orking on." 
(E

llsberg, indicted by a fed-
eral g

ran
d
 ju

ry
 fo

r h
is ro

le 
in "leaking" the docum

ents, 
form

erly w
as an analyst w

ith 
R

and C
orporation. D

efense 
S

ecretary M
elvin L

aird or-
dered all classified inform

a-
tion w

ithdraw
n from

 the cus-
tody of R

and F
riday.) 

"K
issinger said he knew

 of 
th

e stu
d

y
, b

u
t h

ad
n

't h
ad

 
tim

e to read it. H
e said 'D

o 
you really think it w

ould be 
w

orthw
hile?' A

nd then said 
that 'after all, w

e m
ake deci-

sions very differently now
.' 

"W
hen he said that, I w

ent 
into a trance of despair. T

he 
m

ain
 featu

re o
f th

at stu
d

y
 

w
as the repetitiveness of de- 

D
A

N
IE

L
 E

L
L

SB
E

R
G

 
A

ssum
es w

ar guilt 

cision crises for the last 20 
y
ears ... 
H

e dism
issed the value of 

m
uch of the classified m

ate-
rial, particularly cables from

 
V

ietnam
 to W

ashington, and 
said: 

"It's not possible for som
e- 

one w
ho hasn't spent som

e 
tim

e in V
ietnam

, especially 
people in W

ashington, to see 
how

 reality is obscured by 
the process that's supposed 
to com

m
unicate that reality. 

I know
. I used to w

rite those 
cables from

 S
aigon." 

E
llsberg said that because 

the cables w
ere "w

orthless," 
W

ashington decision - m
ak-

ers aren't sufficiently fam
il-

iar w
ith four basic areas of 

"ex
trem

e r ele v
an

ce."H
e 

listed the areas as the "con-
crete situation" in V

ietnam
, 

the history of U
.S

. decision -
m

aking, the history of V
iet-

n
am

 as a co
u
n
try

, an
d
 "an

 
understanding of our oppo-
nents." 

"R
eading those cables is 

like putting on m
agic specta-

cles that m
ake everyone else 

in the w
orld look stupid," he 

said. "It's a real ego trip, but 
it's a very m

isleading thing, 
because you're the one w

ho 
becom

es stupid. 
"I'd

 rath
er read

 th
e N

ew
  Y

ork T
im

es," he said. "Y
ou 

don't get all the details there, 
but on the w

hole you get a 
m

o
re b

alan
ced

 p
ictu

re o
f 

w
hat's going on in V

ietnam
 

than you do in the govern-
m

ent." 
E

llsb
erg

 is n
o

w
 a sen

io
r 

research associate at M
assa-

ch
u

setts In
stitu

te o
f T

ech
-

nology and form
erly a R

and 
C

orp. analyst and special as-
sistant in the P

entagon. 
E

llsberg said K
issinger has 

suffered from
 bad inform

a-
tio

n
 in

 cab
les an

d
 ad

d
ed

: 
"K

issinger's arrogance lies 
in

 th
e b

elief th
at w

h
at h

e's 
getting is inform

ation so cru-
cial that outsiders w

ho con-
tradict it can't be listened to. 

"O
utsiders becom

e for K
is-

singer people to accom
m

o-
d
ate an

d
 co

n
ciliate —

 h
is 

m
ission is to keep them

 hap-
p
y
, talk

 to
 th

em
, tell th

em
 

w
hat they w

ant to hear. B
ut 

it doesn't occur to him
 that 

they should be listened to," 
E

llsberg said. 


