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T
h
e o

th
er .d

ay
 a stu

d
en

t, d
istu

rb
ed

 b
y
 p

u
b
lish

ed
 re• 

ports that I had been "m
onitored" by the A

rm
y's 113th 

M
ilitary

 In
tellig

en
ce U

n
it b

ecau
se I freely

 ad
m

it to
 

k
n
o
w

in
g
 an

d
 asso

ciatin
g
 (sep

arately
) w

ith
 th

e lik
es o

f 
W

illiam
 K

unstler, Julius J. H
offm

an, O
tto K

erner, and 
th

e R
ev

eren
d
 Jesse Jack

so
n
, ask

ed
 m

e w
h
eth

er th
in

g
s 

w
ere as b

ad
 w

h
en

 I w
as h

is ag
e. I h

ad
 b

een
 in

 co
lleg

e 
an

d
 law

 sch
o
o
l d

u
rin

g
 th

e p
eak

 y
ears o

f th
e d

ism
al era 

th
at w

e n
o
w

 call th
e p

erio
d
 o

f M
cC

arth
y
ism

, after th
e 

d
ark

 m
o

n
ster th

at ro
am

ed
 th

ro
u

g
h

 it u
n

ch
eck

ed
. 

I to
ld

 m
y
 stu

d
en

t, w
h
o
 is w

atch
in

g
 a n

ew
 in

terlu
d
e 

of anti-intellectualism
, that things w

ere w
orse in m

y day 
b

ecau
se th

en
, fo

r so
m

e reaso
n

, p
eo

p
le y

o
u

n
g

 an
d

 o
ld

 
w

ere n
o
t so

 b
rav

e o
r so

 to
u
g
h
 as th

ey
 are n

o
w

. F
o
r a 

lo
n
g
 tim

e th
ey

 failed
 to

 stan
d
 u

p
 to

 th
e late S

en
ato

r 
Joseph R

. M
cC

arthy, R
epublican of W

isconsin. 
I 

am
 n

o
t ju

st talk
in

g
 ab

o
u

t P
resid

en
t D

w
ig

h
t D

. 
E

isen
h

o
w

er. H
e co

u
ld

 h
av

e cru
sh

ed
 M

cC
arth

y
 lik

e a 
b

u
g

, b
u

t h
ad

 alread
y

 elev
ated

 in
activ

ity
 to

 a p
rin

cip
le 

of governm
ent. I have no standing to criticize others for 

lettin
g
 M

cC
arth

y
 g

o
 sn

u
fflin

g
 an

d
 g

ru
n
tin

g
 ab

o
u
t th

e 
lan

d
 in

 search
 o

f "p
in

k
o
s" an

d
 "card

-carry
in

g
 C

o
m

-
m

ies." W
hen the S

ilent F
ifties are derided I cringe, re-

m
em

b
erin

g
 th

at th
e m

o
st d

arin
g

 th
in

g
 I did w

as to cut 
classes at Y

ale to w
atch the A

rm
y-M

cC
arthy hearings on 

a rented television set. 
N

o
w

 F
red

 C
o
o
k
 h

as fo
rced

 m
e to

 reliv
e th

e n
ig

h
t-

m
are decade of M

cC
arthyism

. S
om

e of us, now
 in our 

fo
rties, m

ay
 b

e in
clin

ed
 to

 say
 th

at C
o

o
k

 is tellin
g

 u
s 

too m
uch about a tim

e that w
e recall too w

ell, but C
ook 

did not w
rite his book for us. H

e w
rote it for a new

 gen-
eratio

n
 o

f A
m

erican
s, w

h
o
 are co

n
cern

ed
 ab

o
u
t recu

r-
rin

g
 relian

ce o
n
 th

e crim
in

al co
n
sp

iracy
 co

n
cep

t as a 
prop for adm

inistration policies, about our w
iretapping, 

p
ress-releasin

g
 F

B
I w

ith
 its an

cien
t, erratic d

irecto
r, 
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ni-
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about an A
rm

y that spies on its ow
n people, and about 

com
puterized citizen data storage, but w

ho cannot recall 
the harm

 done this nation and its spirit by one reckless 
p
o
litician

 fro
m

 a state th
at b

efo
re h

im
 h

ad
 p

ro
d
u

ced
 

tw
o L

a F
ollettes. 

F
red C

ook is an old-line liberal; he has been around 
lo

n
g
 en

o
u

g
h

 to
 h

av
e earn

ed
 th

e rig
h
t to

 d
ed

icate h
is 

current book—
he has w

ritten m
ore than tw

enty, includ-
in

g
 tw

o
 esp

ecially
 p

ro
p
h
etic o

n
es: T

h
e W

a
rfa

re S
ta

te 
an

d
 

T
h

e 
F

B
I 

N
obody K

now
s—

to o
n

e o
f lib

eralism
's 

deans, C
arey M

cW
illiam

s, editor of T
h

e N
a
tio

n
. It is 

n
o

t su
rp

risin
g

, th
erefo

re, th
at C

o
o

k
's rig

h
teo

u
s h

atred
 

o
f Jo

sep
h

 M
cC

arth
y

 b
u

rn
s an

d
 g

litters o
n

 ev
ery

 p
ag

e 
of T

he N
ightm

are D
ecade. A

nd yet C
ook, being a good 

journalist, tells the truth about his subject. 
Jo

e M
cC

arth
y
 w

as a n
o
t im

p
ro

b
ab

le p
o
litician

; h
e 

w
as, in a w

ay, destined for politics, since he w
as a fail-

u
re at ev

ery
th

in
g

 else. C
o

o
k

 carefu
lly

 catalo
g

s M
c-

C
arth

y
's p

re-S
en

ate h
isto

ry
, sav

o
rin

g
 its seq

u
en

tial  

disasters: chicken farm
er (M

cC
arthy's flock expired on 

h
im

) , g
ro

cery
 m

an
ag

er (th
e sto

re d
id

 n
o
t p

ro
sp

er) , 
en

g
in

eerin
g
 stu

d
en

t (h
e d

ro
p
p
ed

 o
u
t) , b

o
x
er (d

irty
) , 

law
y
er (u

n
su

ccessfu
l) , ju

d
g
e (co

rru
p
t) , an

d
 W

o
rld

 
W

ar II h
ero

 (a lie) . 
H

av
in

g
 sw

itch
ed

 fro
m

 an
 o

v
ercro

w
d

ed
 D

em
o

cratic 
P

arty
 (M

cC
arth

y
 h

ad
 b

een
 p

resid
en

t o
f W

isco
n

sin
's 

Y
oung D

em
ocrats) , R

epublican M
cC

arthy flooded his 
state w

ith
 p

u
b
licity

 ab
o
u
t "T

ail G
u
n
n
er Jo

e" (h
e h

ad
 

been a rear-echelon intelligence officer w
ho, w

hen told to 
fig

h
t o

r resig
n
, resig

n
ed

) an
d
 h

is w
ar w

o
u
n
d
s (h

e fell 
o
ff a lad

d
er d

u
rin

g
 an

 E
q
u
ato

r-cro
ssin

g
 celeb

ratio
n
) . 

E
m

bracing anyone w
ho w

ould support him
—

"C
om

m
u-

fists h
av

e th
e sam

e rig
h
t to

 v
o
te as an

y
o
n
e," said

 th
e 

future C
om

m
unist-fighter—

M
cC

arthy w
on election to 

the U
.S

. S
enate. T

here he found his issue. Just as L
aw

-
and-O

rder and A
nti-Y

outh w
ere to serve som

e politicians 
in

 th
e S

ev
en

ties, th
e C

o
m

m
u

n
ist M

en
ace serv

ed
 M

c-
C

arth
y
 in

 th
e F

ifties. T
h
e rest is h

isto
ry

, w
h
ich

 C
o
o
k
 

recounts in devastating detail. It is high dram
a, for M

c-
C

arthy w
as that relatively rare phenom

enon, the com
-

pletely am
oral m

an. N
o act of cruelty w

as too profitless 
to consum

e his energies (he ruined the life of an actress 
w

ho specialized in m
aking baby noises on radio; she had 

given som
e m

oney to a "C
om

m
ie front") ; no falsehood 

w
as too transparent. 
F

inally M
cC

arthy, unrelentingly arrogant despite the 
co

llap
se o

f o
n

e set o
f ch

arg
es after an

o
th

er, w
as co

n
-

fronted w
ith the inevitable show

dow
n. T

he A
rm

y-M
c-

C
arth

y
 h

earin
g
, w

h
ich

 p
ro

v
id

ed
 M

cC
arth

y
ism

's fin
al 

ch
ap

ter an
d
 th

is b
o
o
k
's, w

as a su
p
rem

e m
o
rality

 p
lay

 
in

 w
h
ich

 v
irtu

e, rep
resen

ted
 b

y
 Jo

sep
h
 N

. W
elch

, an
 

E
stablishm

ent law
yer from

 B
oston, trium

phed—
softly, 

gently, totally. T
here w

as nothing left for Joe M
cC

arthy 
to do but drink him

self to death. 
F

red C
ook thinks that w

e are entering another period 
of M

cC
arthyism

. "T
he portents are om

inous," he says 
as he com

pares old Joe's "pinko" w
ith S

piro T
. A

gnew
's 

"R
adic-L

ib." B
ut C

ook is too pessim
istic. W

e m
ay hope 

that the nightm
are decade, a period of collective cow

-
ard

ice, u
sh

ered
 en

o
u

g
h

- o
f u

s in
to

 a m
o

re co
u

rag
eo

u
s 

ep
o
ch

. A
n
d
, th

an
k
s to

 F
red

 C
o
o
k
's b

o
o
k
, A

m
erican

s 
w

ho did not w
itness the M

cC
arthy days w

ill now
 know

 
that, at the last, good w

on out over evil. 


