
B
y JA

M
E
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A
U

G
H

T
O

N
 

S
p
e
cia

l to
 T

h
e
 N

e
w

 T
o
o
k Tim

es 
W

A
SH

IN
G

T
O

N
, D

ec. 2—
T

he 
W

h
ite H

o
u
se said

 to
d
ay

 th
at 

P
resident N

ixon w
ould set forth 

a "new
, clear policy" on politi-

cal refu
g
ees to

 p
rev

en
t, recur-

ren
ce o

f th
e in

cid
en

t last w
eek

 
in

 w
h
ic

h
 th

e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s 
C

o
ast G

u
ard

 refu
sed

 san
ctu

ary
 

to a L
ithuanian sailor. 

R
onald L

. Z
iegler, the W

hite 
H

o
n
se p

ress secretary
, said

 th
e 

n
ew

 p
o
licy

 w
o
u
ld

 b
e issu

ed
 

after th
e P

resid
en

t stu
d
ied

 
a 

final report of the incident. T
he 

rep
o
rt w

as p
resen

ted
 to

 h
im

 
late to

d
ay

 b
y
 th

e S
tate D

ep
art-

m
ent and D

epartm
ent of T

rans-
portation. 

E
v
en

 b
efo

re th
e rep

o
rt ar-

rived, 
M

r. 
Z

ieg
ler said

, th
e 

P
resident—

after review
ing pre-

lim
in

ary
 rep

o
rts o

f th
e in

ci-
d
en

t o
ff M

arth
a's V

in
ey

ard
, 

M
ass., o

n
 N

o
v
. 2

3
—

d
escrib

ed
 

"th
e w

h
o
le m

atter as 'o
u
trag

e-
ous.' " 

O
ther A

dm
inistration sources 

ch
aracterized

 th
e P

resid
en

t's 
re

a
c
tio

n
 to

 th
e
 e

v
e
n
ts e

v
e
n
 

m
o
re stro

n
g
ly

. O
rie o

fficial 
sa

id
 th

a
t w

h
e
n
 M

r. N
ix

o
n
 

learn
ed

 o
f th

e in
cid

en
t, n

early
 

a w
eek

 after it h
ap

p
en

ed
, h

e 
expressed anguish that it w

ould 
b
e
 in

te
rp

re
te

d
 o

u
tsid

e
 th

e
 

U
n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s a
s a

 sig
n
 th

a
t 

A
m

erican
s w

ere lo
sin

g
 th

eir 
m

oral fiber and resolve. 
T

he P
resident's dissatisfaction 

w
as echoed by C

ongress, w
here 

a H
ouse foreign affairs subcom

-
m

ittee announced it w
ould open 

hearings on.the incident tom
or-

row
. 

T
h
e L

ith
u
an

ian
 sailo

r leap
ed

 

A
ssociated P

ress 

C
om

dr. M
aurice R

. D
um

as, 
C

oast G
u

ard
 in

form
ation

 
officer, tellin

g n
ew

sm
en

 in
 

B
oston

 th
ere w

ou
ld

 b
e n

o 
com

m
en

t on
 case o

f L
ith

u
-

an
ian

 
sailor u

n
til rep

ort 
w

a
s se

n
t to

 W
h
ite

 H
ouse. 

fro
m

 th
e S

o
v
iet v

essel to
 th

e 
cu

tter an
d
 p

lead
ed

 fo
r asy

lu
m

, 
b
u
t after eig

h
t h

o
u
rs, it w

as 
reported last w

eekend, the R
us-

sian
s w

ere p
erm

itted
 to

 co
m

e 
ab

o
ard

 th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates sh

ip
 

an
d
 fo

rcib
ly

 retu
rn

 th
e sailer 

to
 th

eir o
w

n
 craft. 

------ T
h
e
 C

o
m

m
a
n
d
a
n
t o

f th
e
 

C
o
ast G

u
ard

, A
d
m

. C
h
ester R

. 
B

ender, subsequently said that 
the decision to return the sailor 
h
ad

 b
een

 m
ad

e b
y
 R

ear A
d
m

. 
W

illiam
 B

. E
llis, C

om
m

ander of 
th

e F
irst C

o
ast G

u
ard

 D
istrict. 

A
d
m

iral B
en

d
er also

 said
 th

at 
the S

oviet captain had accused 
th

e sailo
r, id

en
tified

 o
n
ly

 as 
S

im
a
s, o

f h
a
v
in

g
 sto

le
n
 th

e
 

eq
u
iv

alen
t o

f $
2
,0

0
0
 fro

m
 th

e 
ship's funds. 

N
xion Is 'D

isturbed' 
A

s 'h
e h

ad
 o

n
 M

o
n
d
ay

, M
r. 

Z
ieg

ler said
 th

at th
e P

resid
en

t 
w

as "extrem
ely disturbed" over 

th
e h

an
d
lin

g
 o

f th
e in

cid
en

t b
y
 

U
n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s o
ffic

ia
ls a

n
d
 

w
o
u
ld

 tak
e "ap

p
ro

p
riate ac-

tio
n
." H

e d
eclin

ed
 to

 sp
etify

 
w

h
e
th

e
r th

e
 W

h
ite

 H
o
u
se

 
w

o
u
ld

 seek
 to

 p
in

p
o
in

t b
lam

e. 
O

n
 th

e 'b
asis o

f th
e p

relim
i-

n
ary

 rep
o
rts it w

as clear, M
r. 

Z
iegler said, 

th
at "

th
e proce-

dures follow
ed w

ere inadequate 
a
n
d
 th

e
 a

c
tio

n
 ta

k
e
n
 in

a
d
e
-

q
u
ate an

d
 th

e ju
d
g
m

en
ts u

sed
 

w
ere bad." 
T

h
e S

tate D
ep

artm
en

t in
d
i-

cated
 earlier th

at at least p
art 

o
f th

e
 d

iffic
u
lty

 la
y
 in

 th
e
 

v
ag

u
en

ess o
f th

e stan
d
in

g
 in

-
structions for receiving w

ould-
b
e d

efecto
rs, p

articu
larly

 at 
sea. A

s a g
en

eral ru
le, th

e d
e-

p
artm

en
t's sp

o
k
esm

an
 said

, 
U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s o
ffic

ia
ls a

p
-

proached by potential refugees 
a
re

 su
p
p
o
se

d
 to

 c
h
e
c
k
 w

ith
 

h
ig

h
er au

th
o
rity

. 
A

t th
e S

tate D
ep

artm
en

t, a 
sp

o
k
esm

an
 in

sisted
 th

ere h
ad

 
b
e
e
n
 n

o
 c

h
a
n
g
e
 in

 U
n
ite

d
 

S
tates p

o
licy

 reg
ard

in
g
 refu

-
g
ees an

d
 ex

p
resssed

 p
rid

e th
at 

N
ixon to Issue 'N

ew
, C

lear P
olicy' on A

ccepting P
olitical R

efugees  
m

ore than a m
illion people had p

ro
test to

 	
th

e S
o
v
iet U

n
io

n
. 

been 
granted 	

asylum
 

since A
sk

ed
 w

h
at h

ad
 h

ap
p
en

ed
 to

 
W

orld W
ar IL

 
the 

seam
an, M

r. 
Z

iegler 
said 

M
r. 

Z
ieg

ler said
 th

at 
there he 

did 	
n
o
t k

n
o
w

 	
but 	

"w
e 

had been, to his know
ledge, no w

ould be curious" to find out. 
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