
A
ssociated P

ress 
M

arth
a M

itch
ell w

ith
 an

 o
v
ersized

 telep
h
o
n
e 

g
iv

en
 
to

 h
er as a jo

k
e last m

o
n
th

 b
ecau

se o
f 

h
er n

ew
s-m

ak
in

g
 activ

ities w
ith

 p
h
o
n
e calls. 

A
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1
+
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 E
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A
f 

A
nother W

ord or T
w

o—
F

rom
 M

artha M
itchell 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
, N

ov. 13 (U
P

I)—
M

artha 
M

itch
ell, th

e'-o
u
tsp

o
k
en

 w
ife o

f A
tto

rn
ey

 
G

en
eral Jo

h
n
 N

. M
itch

ell, said
 to

d
ay

 th
at 

sh
e w

o
u
ld

n
't w

an
t to

 liv
e in

 th
e W

h
ite 

H
ouse because "I get claustrophobia every 

tim
e th

ey
 clo

se th
e g

ates." 
M

rs. M
itch

ell w
as h

er u
su

al freew
h
eel-

in
g
 self at a p

arty
 sh

e g
av

e th
is aftern

o
o
n
 

at h
er W

aterg
ate E

ast ap
artm

en
t, to

u
ch

-
in

g
 o

n
 w

o
m

en
's lib

eratio
n
, sh

o
w

in
g
 o

ff 
th

e telep
h
o
n
e sh

e k
eep

s o
n
 h

er b
ath

ro
o
m

 
w

all, ex
p
lain

in
g
 w

h
y
 sh

e alw
ay

s k
eep

s 
th

e sh
ad

es d
raw

n
 in

 h
er b

ed
ro

o
m

 an
d
 an

-
n
o
u
n
cin

g
 th

at sh
e h

o
p
es to

 w
rite a b

o
o
k
 

b
ecau

se sh
e h

as a lo
t o

f th
in

g
s y

et u
n
said

. 
M

rs. M
itchell's com

m
ent on w

om
en's lib-

eratio
n
 cam

e after o
n
e g

u
est h

ad
 m

en
-

tio
n
e
d
 th

a
t in

 T
e
x
a
s n

e
w

sp
a
p
e
rs th

e
 

A
ttorney G

eneral's w
ife w

as being pointed 
o
u
t as a tru

e ex
am

p
le o

f th
e m

o
v
em

en
t 

w
ith

 su
ch

 co
m

m
en

ts as: "M
arth

a M
itch

ell 
d
o
esn

't h
av

e to
 b

u
rn

 h
er b

ra; all sh
e d

o
es 

is o
p
en

 h
er m

o
u
th

." 
"A

 w
o
m

an
 can

 b
e as free as sh

e w
an

ts 
to

 b
e," M

rs. M
itch

ell p
h
ilo

so
p
h
ized

. "B
u
t 

first sh
e h

as to
 co

n
v
in

ce h
er h

u
sb

an
d
." 

S
how

ing the B
edroom

 
M

rs. M
itch

ell g
av

e h
er g

u
ests a g

u
id

ed
 

to
u
r o

f h
er ap

artm
en

t. T
h
at's w

h
en

 th
e 

g
u
ests fo

u
n
d
 o

u
t th

at sh
e h

as a p
o
w

d
er 

b
lu

e telep
h
o
n
e strateg

ically
 situ

ated
 n

ear 
th

e
 h

a
ir d

ry
e
r in

 h
e
r b

a
th

ro
o
m

. M
rs. 

M
itch

ell h
as b

een
 k

n
o
w

n
 to

 m
ak

e n
ew

s 
w

ith her late-night telephone conversations 
w

ith
 rep

o
rters. 

M
rs. M

itch
ell, w

h
o

 w
as w

earin
g

 a tu
r-

quoise blue w
ool dress w

ith gold and aqua-
m

arin
e earrin

g
s an

d
 h

ad
 h

er b
lo

n
d
 h

air 
p

iled
 h

ig
h

, also
 sh

o
w

ed
 o

ff h
er ro

se-an
d

-
p
in

k
 b

ed
ro

o
m

 w
ith

 its k
in

g
-size b

ed
. 

T
h
e sh

ad
es in

 th
e ro

o
m

 w
ere d

raw
n
 an

d
 

th
ere w

as a reaso
n
 fo

r th
at, sh

e said
. S

h
e 

ex
p
lain

ed
 th

at th
e w

o
rk

m
en

 aro
u
n
d
 th

e 
ap

artm
en

t an
d

 th
e n

earb
y

 K
en

n
ed

y
 C

en
ter 

fo
r th

e P
erfo

rm
in

g
 A

rts are alw
ay

s p
eek

-
in

g
 in

. 
T

he room
 w

as cluttered w
ith R

epublican 
party m

em
orabilia, books and photographs 

of her husband and their 9-year-old daugh-
ter, M

artha. T
here w

ere candid photographs 
on one w

all, including an autographed pic- 

tu
re fro

m
 fo

rm
er P

resid
en

t H
arry

 S
. T

ru
-

m
an to her husband. 
Y

o
u
n
g
 M

arth
a's ro

o
m

 w
as filled

 w
ith

 
toys, in

clu
d
in

g
 d

o
lls, stu

ffed
 an

im
als an

d
 

m
ario

n
ettes. T

h
ere also

 w
as p

ro
m

in
en

tly
 

d
isp

lay
ed

, o
b
v
io

u
sly

 fo
r M

rs. M
itch

ell's 
atten

tio
n
, a lo

n
g
 "C

h
ristm

as list." In
 th

e 
list, y

o
u
n
g
 M

arth
a p

in
p
o
in

ted
 as h

er m
o
st 

n
eed

ed
 n

ew
 p

o
ssessio

n
 "a talk

in
g
 tru

ly
 

scrum
ptious doll." 

M
r. M

itch
ell's sep

arate b
ath

ro
o
m

 h
as 

tw
o W

hite tow
els w

ith "John" em
broidered 

in
 red

 o
n
 th

em
. In

 h
is stu

d
y
 th

ere is a p
ale 

b
lu

e p
illo

w
 w

ith
 th

e in
scrip

tio
n
, "Y

o
u
 can

 
alw

ay
s tell a R

ep
u
b
lican

 b
u
t y

o
u
 can

't tell 
h
im

 m
u
th

." 
O

n the book, M
rs. M

itchell said th
at sh

e 
w

o
u
ld

 p
ro

b
ab

ly
 h

av
e to

 d
elay

 w
ritin

g
 it 

"u
n
til 1

 leav
e W

ash
in

g
to

n
." S

h
e also

 said
 

th
at sh

e. has a lot of id
eas o

n
 h

o
w

 P
resi-

d
en

t N
ix

o
n
 can

 w
in

 th
e .1

9
7
2
 P

resid
en

tial 
race( b

u
t sh

e d
eclin

ed
 to

 b
e sp

ecific. 
M

any Ideas on 1972 
It w

as th
e seco

n
d
 tim

e th
is w

eek
 th

at 
so

m
e o

f M
rs. M

itch
ell's rem

ark
s p

u
t h

er 
in

 th
e sp

o
tlig

h
t. E

arlier sh
e h

ad
 n

o
ted

 th
at 

sh
e felt d

iscrim
in

ated
 ag

ain
st b

ecau
se sh

e 
w

as left-handed. A
s a housew

ife, she noted, 
scissors and other household item

s "are all 
m

ade for right-handers; everything is done 
fo

r th
em

." 
M

rs. M
itch

ell said
 h

er left-h
an

d
ed

n
ess 

m
ade her develop an "inferiority com

plex" 
at an

 early
 ag

e. S
h
e said

 sh
e h

ad
 sp

en
t a 

"m
iserab

le" six
 y

ears at a p
riv

ate sch
o

o
l 

in
 P

in
e B

lu
ff, A

rk
., w

h
ere "th

ey
 tried

 to
 

b
reak

 m
e o

f th
e h

ab
it b

y
 ty

in
g
 m

y
 h

an
d
 

b
eh

in
d
 m

y
 b

ack
." 

"M
y m

other and grandm
other w

ere left-
h
an

d
ed

," M
rs. M

itch
ell recalled

, "b
u
t th

ey
 

w
ere b

ro
k
en

 an
d
 b

ecam
e rig

h
t-h

an
d
ers. 

Y
ou w

ere abnorm
al if you w

ere left-handed 
in

 th
o
se d

ay
s." 

G
oing to dinner parties, w

hich does fre-
q
u
en

tly
, h

as created
 an

o
th

er p
ro

b
lem

 
"S

om
eone is alw

ays drinking m
y coffee," 

sh
e said

. It seem
s th

at M
rs. M

itch
ell' ro

u
-

tinely places her cofee cup on her left and, 
inevitably., th

e
 g

u
e
st sittin

g
 n

e
x
t to

 h
e
r 

ends up drinking her 'coffee as 'w
ell as his 

ow
n. 


