
B
y D

A
V

IE
 E

. R
O

SE
N

B
A

U
M

 
Special to T

he N
ew

 T
eat T

im
es 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
, Ju

n
e 1

1
 -

D
r. Ja

m
e
s E

. A
lle

n
 Jr., w

h
o
 

w
a
s fo

rc
e
d
 to

 re
sig

n
 y

e
ste

r-
d
ay

 as th
e G

o
v
ern

m
en

t's ch
ief 

ed
u
catio

n
 o

fficial, d
eclared

 to
-

d
a
y
 th

a
t th

e
 p

a
rtisa

n
 c

o
n
-

stra
in

ts p
la

c
e
d
 o

n
, h

im
 b

y
 

th
e N

ix
o
n
 A

d
m

in
istratio

n
 h

ad
 

m
ad

e it im
p
o
ssib

le fo
r h

im
 to

 
ad

m
in

ister th
e F

ed
eral ed

u
ca-

tio
n
 b

u
reau

cracy
 p

ro
p
erly

. 
In

 a w
id

e-ran
g
in

g
 n

ew
s co

n
-

ference in w
hich he spoke calm

-
ly

 an
d
 in

 a to
n
e o

f reso
lu

tio
n
 

rath
er th

an
 b

ittern
ess, D

r. A
l-

en
 also

 ch
arg

ed
 th

e A
d
m

in
is-

tratio
n
 w

ith
 a lack

 o
f co

m
m

it-
m

en
t to

 th
e co

m
p
lete d

eseg
re-

g
atio

n
 o

f sch
o
o
ls an

d
 a failu

re 
to

 treat stu
d
en

ts as ad
u
lts. 

H
e said that R

obert H
. F

inch, 
th

e S
ecretary

 o
f H

ealth
, E

d
u
-

catio
n
 an

d
 W

elfare, g
av

e 'h
im

 
n
o
 reaso

n
s y

esterd
ay

 fo
r d

e-
m

a
n
d
in

g
 h

is re
sig

n
a
tio

n
 a

s 
C

om
m

issioner of E
ducation and 

A
ssistant S

ecretary of H
.E

.W
. 

"A
ll h

e said
 w

as th
at h

e h
ad

 
b
een

 d
irected

 to
 seek

 m
y
 resig

-
nation," D

r. A
llen declared. 

A
sk

ed
 w

h
o
 h

e th
o
u
g
h
t h

ad
 

"d
irected

" M
r. F

in
ch

. w
h
o
 is 

so
o
n
 to

 jo
in

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se 

staff, D
r. A

llen
 rep

lied
: "I w

as 
ap

p
o
in

ted
 b

y
 th

e P
resid

en
t an

d
 

serv
ed

 at th
e P

resid
en

t's p
leas-

u
re." 
H

e said
 th

at h
is feelin

g
 w

as 
th

a
t h

e
 h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 d

ism
isse

d
 

b
ecau

se "m
y
 p

o
sitio

n
 in

 so
m

e 
m

atters, su
ch

 as-d
eseg

reg
atio

n
 

an
d
 th

e statem
en

t I m
ad

e o
n
 

th
e im

p
act o

f th
e C

am
b
o
d
ia 

d
ecisio

n
 o

n
 th

e ed
u
catio

n
 sy

s-
tem

 w
ere n

o
t in

 lin
e w

ith
 th

e 
th

in
k
in

g
 at th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se." 

R
o
n
ald

 L
. Z

ieg
ler, th

e P
resi-

d
en

t's p
ress secretary

, said
 th

at 
M

r. F
in

ch
 h

ad
 reco

m
m

en
d
ed

 
th

a
t D

r. A
lle

n
 b

e
 a

sk
e
d
 to

 
leav

e, an
d
 th

at th
e P

resid
en

t 
concurred. 

M
r. Z

ie
g
le

r sa
id

 th
a
t M

r. 
N

ix
o
n
 h

ad
 b

een
 `ten

erally
 d

is-
ap

p
o
in

ted
" w

ith
 th

e ed
u
catio

n
 

co
m

m
issio

n
er an

d
 co

n
cern

ed
 

w
ith

 th
e "ad

m
in

istratio
n
 an

d
 

effectiv
en

ess" o
f th

e O
ffice o

f 
E

d
u
c
a
tio

n
 "

in
 th

e
 p

a
st 1

8
 

m
onths." 
D

r. A
lle

n
's sta

te
m

e
n
t la

st 
m

o
n
th

 q
u
estio

n
in

g
 th

e C
am

-
b
o
d
ia

 o
p
e
ra

tio
n
 w

a
s n

o
t 

"d
irectly

" a facto
r in

 th
e P

res-
id

en
t's d

ecisio
n
 to

 d
ism

iss h
im

 
M

r. Z
iegler said. 

H
e said

 th
at M

r. N
ix

o
n
 w

as 
p
articu

larly
 "d

isap
p
o
in

ted
" in

 
th

e p
ro

g
ress o

f th
e "rig

h
t to

 
read

" p
ro

g
ram

, w
h
ich

 w
as D

r. 
A

llen
's p

rin
cip

al in
n
o
v
atio

n
 in

 
n
atio

n
al ed

u
catio

n
 p

o
licy

 after 
h
e jo

in
ed

 th
e N

ix
o
n
 A

d
m

in
is-

tration in M
ay, 1969. 

A
t D

r. A
llen

's in
itiativ

e, th
e 

A
dm

inistration proclaim
ed last 

fall a n
atio

n
al g

o
al th

at b
y
 th

e 
en

d
 o

f th
e 1

9
7
0
's all ch

ild
ren

 
w

o
u
ld

 b
e read

in
g
 p

ro
p
erly

. 
D

r. A
llen

 n
o
ted

 to
d
ay

 th
at 

nine m
onths after the P

resident 
em

b
raced

 h
is p

lan
 M

r. N
ix

o
n
 

h
ad

 still n
o
t ap

p
o
in

ted
 th

e N
a-

tio
n
a
l C

o
u
n
c
il o

n
 R

e
a
d
in

g
, 

w
h
ic

h
 w

a
s to

 d
e
V

e
lo

p
 n

e
w

 
read

in
g
 p

ro
g
ram

s. 
B

u
t D

r. A
llen

's ch
ief co

m
-

p
lain

t w
as th

at h
e h

ad
 n

ev
er 

b
een

 ab
le to

 fill p
o
sitio

n
s o

n
 

h
is staff, as tim

e an
d
 ag

ain
 th

e 
m

en
 h

e su
g
g
ested

 as d
ep

u
ties 

an
d
 assistan

ts w
ere rejected

 by 
th

e A
d
m

in
istratio

n
 b

ecau
se o

f 
p
o
litical co

n
sid

eratio
n
s. 

D
r. A

lien never lied a deputy 
co

m
m

issio
n
er, th

e p
erso

n
 w

h
o
 

trad
itio

n
ally

 h
an

d
les th

e d
ay

-
to

-d
ay

 m
an

ag
em

en
t o

f th
e ed

u
-

catio
n
 o

ffice, an
d
 fo

u
r h

ig
h
-

lev
el p

o
sitio

n
s in

 th
e o

ffice are 
now

 vacant. 
H

e ch
afed

 at th
e su

g
g
estio

n
s 

b
y
 th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se an

d
 aid

es 
in

 th
e d

ep
artm

en
t th

at h
e w

as 
a poor adm

inistrator. 
"I a

d
m

in
iste

r a
n
 a

g
e
n
c
y
 

in
. N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 S
tate th

at w
as 

larg
er th

an
 th

e O
ffice o

f E
d
u
-

catio
n
, an

d
 I d

id
 p

retty
 w

ell," 
h
e
 sa

id
, re

fe
rrin

g
 to

 h
is 1

3
 

y
ears as S

tate co
m

m
issio

n
er 

in
 A

lb
a
n
y
. A

t th
a
t tim

e
 h

e
 

g
a
in

e
d
 a

 re
p
u
ta

tio
n
 a

s th
e
 

m
ost know

edgeable m
an in the 

c
o
u
n
try

 o
n
 re

la
tio

n
sh

ip
 b

e
-

tw
een

 g
o
v
ern

m
en

t an
d
 ed

u
ca-

tion. 
W

h
en

 h
e co

m
p
lain

ed
 to

 S
ec-

re
ta

ry
 F

in
c
h
 a

b
o
u
t h

is sta
ff 

p
ro

b
lem

s, D
r. A

llen
 said

, M
r. 

F
in

ch
 to

ld
 h

im
: "T

h
is is a fact 

o
f life in

 W
ash

in
g
to

n
." 

B
u
t D

r. A
llen

 d
id

 n
o
t b

lam
e 

M
r. F

in
ch

 fo
r h

is d
ifficu

lties. 
"I h

ad
 g

o
o
d
 su

p
p
o
rt fro

m
 th

e 
S

ecretary
," h

e said
. "H

e h
as 

b
een

 frien
d
ly

, an
d
 h

e h
as en

- 

d
o
rse

d
 m

y
 p

le
a
 s fo

r m
o
re

 
m

oney." 
If th

e O
ffice o

f E
d
u
catio

n
 is 

to
 ex

ercise a ro
le o

f lead
ersh

ip
 

in
 th

e ed
u
catio

n
 co

m
m

u
n
ity

, 
D

r. A
lle

n
 sa

id
, "so

m
e
 ste

p
s 

m
u
st b

e
 ta

k
e
n
 to

 re
m

o
v
e
 it 

from
 partisan politics." 

A
 reg

istered
 R

ep
u
b
lican

 an
d
 

professional educator, D
r. A

llen 
serv

ed
 u

n
d
er b

o
th

 D
em

o
cratic 

an
d
 R

ep
u
b
lican

 G
o
v
ern

o
rs o

f 
N

ew
 Y

ork. H
e laughed w

hen he 
said

 th
at h

e w
as a R

ep
u
b
lican

 
an

d
 n

o
ted

 th
at n

ew
sp

ap
ers h

ad
 

fo
r y

ears b
een

 id
en

tify
in

g
 h

im
 

in
co

rrectly
 as a D

em
o
crat. 

H
e
 s

a
id

 th
a
t h

is
 o

th
e
r 

m
ajo

r d
isag

reem
en

t w
ith

 A
d
-

m
in

istratio
n
 p

o
licy

 w
as o

v
er 

d
eseg

reg
atio

n
. "I d

o
 n

o
t b

e-
liev

e," h
e said

, "th
at th

ere w
as 

th
e co

m
m

itm
en

t th
at I h

ad
 fo

r 
m

oving tow
ard total desegrega-

tion of schools." H
e continued: 

"
I th

in
k
 th

is is th
e
 m

o
st 

cru
cial issu

e o
f th

is cen
tu

ry
. 

It m
ak

es n
o
 d

ifferen
ce if w

e 
w

in
 w

ars if w
e can

't so
lv

e th
e 

p
ro

b
lem

 o
f racial d

iscrim
in

a-
tion. 

"I see th
is as an

 ed
u
catio

n
 

issu
e. I th

in
k
 th

e A
d
m

in
istra-

tid
n
 sees it as a leg

al issu
e." 

D
r. A

llen
 said

 th
at h

e w
as 

p
leased

 w
ith

 th
e A

d
m

in
istra-

tio
n
's d

ecisio
n
 to

 sp
en

d
 $

1
.5

- 
billion 	

for 	
desegregating 

schools. 
A

lso
, h

e d
en

ied
 rep

o
rts th

at 
h
e h

ad
 ad

v
ised

 sp
en

d
in

g
 th

e 
m

o
n
ey

 o
n
 im

p
ro

v
in

g
 th

e p
ro

-
g
ram

s in
 seg

reg
ated

 sch
o
o
ls. 

B
u
t n

o
tin

g
 P

resid
en

t N
ix

o
n
's 

T
H

E
 N

E
W

 Y
O

R
K

 T
IM

E
S
, F

R
ID

A
Y

, J
U

N
E

 1
2
, 1

9
7
0
 	

21 
D

r. A
llen S

a
ys P

artisan R
estraints Interfered W

ith H
is D

uties 
d
ecisio

n
 n

o
t to

 m
o
v
e ag

ain
st 

sch
o
o
ls seg

reg
ated

 b
ecau

se o
f 

h
o
u
sin

g
 p

attern
s u

n
less h

e w
as 

req
u
ired

 b
y
 th

e co
u
rts to

 d
p
 

so, D
r. A

llen said: 
"T

h
e A

d
m

in
istratio

n
's co

n
-

cern
 is w

ith
 m

eetin
g
 th

e m
in

i-
m

u
m

 req
u
irem

en
ts o

f th
e C

iv
il 

R
ights A

ct. M
y com

m
itm

ent is 
th

at d
eseg

reg
atio

n
 is a b

asic 
ed

u
catio

n
 n

ecessity
, an

d
 th

at 
th

e A
d
m

in
istratio

n
 sh

o
u
ld

 tak
e 

m
o
re step

s to
 acco

m
p
lish

 it." 
H

e also
 ch

arg
ed

 at th
e n

ew
s 

co
n
feren

ce th
at ed

u
catio

n
 w

as 
g
iv

en
 to

o
 little p

rio
rity

 w
ith

in
 

th
e G

o
v
ern

m
en

t. H
e said

 th
at 

h
e h

ad
 w

ritten
 a letter to

 P
resi; 

d
en

t N
ix

o
n
 last m

o
n
th

 arg
u
in

g
 

for m
ore m

oney for education in 
the new

 budget and saying: 
"I cannot continue for a third 

fiscal y
ear to

 su
p
p
o
rt w

h
at 

co
n
sid

er to
 b

e an
 in

su
fficien

t 
co

m
m

itm
en

t to
 ed

u
catio

n
 in

 
D

r. A
llen

 said
 th

at h
e h

ad
 

"n
o
 p

lan
s" fo

r an
 im

m
ed

iat4
 

jo
b
. A

sk
e
d
 w

h
e
th

e
r h

e
 h

a
d
 

been offered the job of C
hancel-

lo
r o

f E
d
u
catio

n
 in

 N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 
C

ity
, h

e rep
lied

: "I h
av

e n
o
t 

b
e
e
n
 o

ffe
re

d
 th

e
 jo

b
, a

n
d
 I 

c
a
n
n
o
t im

a
g
in

e
 b

e
in

g
 

terested." 
S

ev
eral ed

u
catio

n
 o

rg
an

iza-
tions here issued statem

ents to-
d
ay

 co
n
d
em

n
in

g
 D

r. A
llen

's 
dism

issal, and the S
enate L

abor 
and P

ublic W
elfare C

om
m

ittee 
p
raised

 h
is "serv

ice to
 A

m
eri-

can
 ed

u
catio

n
 an

d
 th

e y
o
u
n
g

,  
p
eo

p
le o

f th
e n

atio
n
." 


