
H
ickel C
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evision of P

riorities to E
lim

inate D
estructive E

xcesses 
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W
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he N

ew
 Y
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im
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S

A
N
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C
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C
O
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S

ecretary of the Interior W
alter 

t J. H
ic

k
e
l sa

id
 to

d
a
y
 th

a
t th

e
 

n
atio

n
 w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e to
 rad

ically
 

If rev
ise its p

rio
rities in

 th
e y

ears 
t ah

ead
 to

 em
p
h
asize liv

ab
ility

 
4̀

 and elim
inate destructive luxu- 

• ries. 
M

r. H
ickel told the A

m
erican 

S
o
ciety

 o
f N

ew
sp

ap
er E

d
ito

rs 
t,  th

at real p
ro

g
ress h

ad
 b

een
 im

-
.
 p
aired

 "b
y
 th

e ad
v
ertisem

en
t 

o
f p

ro
d
u
cts n

o
t n

ecessary
 fo

r 
? g

ro
w

th
 b

u
t ju

st n
ecessary

 to
 

som
eone's econom

y." 
"W

e m
u
st tak

e sto
ck

 o
f w

h
at 

th
e p

rio
rities are fo

r m
an

," M
r. 

H
isk

el said
. "O

u
r earth

 is en
-

d
an

g
ered

 b
y
. m

an
's en

v
iro

n
-

'm
en

tal ab
u
ses. W

e m
u
st h

av
e 

th
e co

u
rag

e to
 set th

o
se p

rio
ri 

ties not only in A
m

erica but In 
th

e w
o
rld

 so
 th

at m
o
st o

f o
u
r 

tim
e, 	

energy 	
a
n
d
 m

o
n
e
y
 is 

spent 	
on 	

th
e 	

living 	
of 	

life 
rath

er th
an

 o
n
 th

e d
estru

ctio
n
 

an
d
 th

e d
efen

se o
f life." 

C
onfidence in N

ixon 
If en

v
iro

n
m

en
tal co

sts w
ere 

considered in products, he con_ 
tin

u
ed

, "w
e'd

 g
et aw

ay
 fro

m
 a 

lo
t o

f th
in

g
s n

o
t n

ecessary
 fo

r 
progress." 

"A
 $100 suit from

 a m
ill that 

pollutes 	
th

e 	
air 	

and 	
w

ater 
m

ight be $101 if the m
ill didn't 

d
o
 it," h

e said
. "W

e'v
e g

o
t to

 
get 	

aw
ay 	

from
 	

presenting 
aw

ard
s to

 co
m

p
an

ies th
at can

 
ju

st g
et th

in
g
s to

 th
e m

ark
et- 

place the cheapest w
ay." 

R
eferrin

g
 to

 h
is recen

t letter 
to

 P
resid

en
t N

ix
o
n
 u

rg
in

g
 	

a 
hearing for the view

s of young 

people, M
r. 	

H
ick

el rem
ark

ed
: 

"I w
as m

o
st g

ratefu
l fo

r th
e 

sp
irit in

 w
h
ich

 th
e P

resid
en

t 
receiv

ed
 m

y
 v

iew
s. I h

av
e th

e 
u
tm

o
st co

n
fid

en
ce in

 h
is lead

- 
ership." 

"S
o
m

e th
in

k
 th

e crisis is ju
st 

on 	
our 	

cam
puses," 	

he 	
con- 

tinued. 	
"B

u
t let m

e ask
: A

re 
student dem

onstrations the dis- - 
e
a
se

, o
r a

re
 th

e
y
 th

e
 sy

m
p
- 

torn?" 
M

r. H
ick

el ap
p
eared

 b
efo

re 
ab

o
u
t 4

0
0
 ed

ito
rs o

n
 an

 en
v
i- 

ro
n
m

e t 1
 

n
 a p

an
el o

n
 th

e seco
n
d
 

d
ay

 o
f th

e so
ciety

's th
ree-d

ay
 

convention at the H
ilton H

otel. 
D

r. 	
B

arry 	
C

om
m

oner, 	
a 

W
ashington U

niversity 	
ecolo- 

g
ist, to

ld
 th

e g
ath

erin
g
 th

at h
e 

w
as "d

ism
ay

ed
 b

y
 th

e m
isu

n
- 

derstanding of the present situ- 
ation on cam

puses." H
e added: 

"T
h
e p

resen
t crisis o

v
er th

e 

enlargem
ent 	

o
f th

e
 	

w
ar 	

in 
S

o
u
th

east A
sia Is b

asically
 

a 
m

assiv
e p

ro
test o

f o
u
r y

o
u
th

 
against 	

policies 	
w

hich 	
have 

governed the course, of A
m

eri- 
can 	

society 	
for 	

at 	
least 	

a 
generation.." is 

A
n
d
 th

is is eq
u
ally

 tru
e o

f 
the 	

environm
ental 	

crisis. 	
In 

b
o
th

 cases, th
e y

o
u
th

 are d
es _

 
p
erately

 try
in

g
 to

 d
eliv

er th
e 

m
essag

e to
 u

s, th
eir eld

- 
sam

e m
essag

 is 	
, 

ers—
o
u
r p

ast is a fatal th
reat 

to
 th

eir fu
tu

re." 
A

lternatives A
re G

rim
 

D
r. C

o
m

m
o
n
d
er an

d
 D

av
id

 
B

row
er, head of F

riends of the 
E

arth, said they w
ere opticistic 

ab
o
u
tth

e ev
en

tu
al so

lu
tio

n
 o

f 
environm

ental problem
s. 

.,-. 
ii y

o
u
 p

eo
p
le co

n
tin

u
e d

o
- 

ing the m
agnificent job you've 

done, of getting the facts to the 

public," D
r. C

om
m

oner told the 
n
ew

sp
ap

er ed
ito

rs, "I'm
 co

n
- 

fid
en

t th
e p

u
b
lic w

ill tak
e th

e 
actions necessary to survive." 

M
r. B

ro
w

er—
in

tro
d
u
ced

 b
y
 

th
e p

an
el's ch

airm
an

, Jo
h
n
 B

. 
O

ak
es, ed

ito
rial p

ag
e ed

ito
r o

f 
T

h
e N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 T
im

es, as "the 
single m

ost effective conserve,- 
tio

n
 activ

ist in
 th

e w
o
rld

 •to
 _

 
d
ay

" —
 said

 th
at co

n
d
itio

n
s 

<6 	
• 

give us no m
ore than 10 years 

. 
to

 b
rin

g
 m

ajo
r ch

an
g
es in

 o
u
r 

politics and econom
ics; but the 

altern
ativ

es are so
 g

rim
 w

e'll 
m

ake those changes.' 
C

onsidering long-term
 radia- 

tio
n
 h

azard
s, h

e ad
d
ed

, "th
e 

least w
e can

 d
o
 if m

o
rality

 is 
m

o
re th

an
 a g

estu
re is to

 p
lan

 
fo

r a th
o
u
san

d
 y

ears ah
ead

 to
 

protect our progeny and assure 

th
at a d

ecen
t life an

d
 b

eau
t 

w
ill endure." 
C

harles 	
M

. 	
H

einen, 	
chie 

em
issions 	

engineer 	
fo

r 	
till 

C
hrysler C

orporation, engage( 
in

 a sp
irited

 ex
ch

an
g
e w

ith
 J 

E
dw

ard M
urray, m

anaging edi 
to

r o
f th

e A
rizo

n
a R

ep
u
b
lic 

ab
o
u
t w

h
eth

er th
e au

to
m

o
b
il 

industry 	
had 	

"lied
" 	

for 	
11 

efforts 
ears 	

about 	
its 	

fum
e contra 

. 
S

. S
m

ith G
risw

old, form
erb 

in
 ch

arg
e o

f F
ed

eral air p
o
llu

 
tio

n
 ab

atem
en

t, said
 th

at tw
o
 

d
ecad

es o
f d

ealin
g
 w

ith
 au

to
 

m
o
b
ile sm

o
g
 h

ad
 b

een
 "d

isil 
lu

sio
n
in

g
, b

ecau
se th

e w
ealth

 
Test 

an
d
 

rep
u
ted

ly
 th

e m
o
s 

talen
ted

 in
d
u
stry

 in
 th

e w
o
rk

 
has 	

behaved 	
so

 	
irresponsibl: 

and engaged in so m
any diver 

sio
n
ary

 an
d
 d

ilato
ry

 tactics." 

1 	
I f 3 

t 

T
H

E
 N

E
W

 Y
O

R
K

 T
IM

E
S
, T

H
U

R
S
D

A
Y

, M
A

Y
 1

4
, 1

9
7
0
 


