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Romney Backs Hickel Stand on Youth 

By H. ERICH HEINEMAI■IN 
George Romney, the Secre-

tary of Housing and Urban 
Development, supported Sec-
retary df the Interior Waiter 
J. Hickel yesterday in his 
criticism of the Nixon Admin-
istration's attitude toward the 
nation's youth. 

Mr. Romney, a former Gov-
ernor of Michigan and one-
time candidate for the Repub-
lican Presidential nomination, 
said that "I think that Secre-
tary Hickel rendered a real 
service in the letter that he 
wrote, and I'm pleased that 
the President recognized that 
he had made a sound sugges-
tion, and acted promptly."  

When Mr. Hickel's letter to 
the President was made pub-
lic last Wednesday, there were 
indications that other mem-
bers of the Cabinet supported 
Mr. Nickel's position, but Mr. 
Romney's statement yesterday 
at a news conference at the 
Waldorf-Astoria Hotel here 
was his first public endorse-
ment by another Cabinet mem-
ber. 

Departs from Text 
Mr. Romney was in New 

York to address a meeting of 
savings bankers on the hous-
ing crisis, but he largely dis-
carded his prepared text for a 
political talk that departed 
sharply from Administration 
policy on a number of points. 

Congrols over credit should 
be considered, Mr. Romney 
said, as a way to get adequate  

funds into housing. The Demo-
cratic Congress gave the Ad- 
ministration standby authority 
for credit controls last De-
cember, but President Nixon 
has rejected such controls at 
least in part on the ground 
that they would create more 
problems than they would 
solve. 

Secretary Romney was asked 
at his news conference why 
the President had not intro-
duced wage and price controls 
io help curb inflation. The 
Secretary, who is a former 
chairman of the mericart 
Motors Corporation, replied 
that Mr. Nixon "was more im-
pressed with is economists than 
he was with some of the rest 
of us." 

Criticizes Vietnam War 
In his formal address to the 

Golden Anniversary Confer-
ence of the National Associa-
tion of Mutual Savings Banks, 
Mr. Romney devoted at least 
half of his speech to a bitter 
attack on the Vietnam war, 
which he called "the most 
tragic foreign policy mistake in 
the nation's history." 

Not only had the nation be-
come involved where it should 
not have been, he said, "but 
we did it under circumstances 
that I hope we never permit 
to develop again." He added: 

"I do not believe that a free 
nation, a democratic society, 
can successfully engage in 
foreign military operations, ex-
cept when responding to at- 

tack, without following consti-
tutional processes." 

"We didnot have a national 
dialogue," Mr. Romney con-
tinued. "We did not have proper 
Congressional consideration." 
By our mistakes, he said, "we 
belped create the very condi-
tions that we assumed existed 
at the time we became involved, 
but that did not exist." 

The Secretary defended Pres-
ident Nixon's decision to send 
American troops into Cambodia 
however, saying that it was a 
"tactical move, designed to 
shorten the war rather than 
lengthen it. And he rejected 
any decision "to just pull out" 
as the "worst mistake of all," 
contending that it would ex-
pose the people of South Viet-
nam to retaliation by the Hanoi 
Government. 

Discussing housing problems, 
Secretary Romney said the na-
tion was "rapidly approaching 
the Rubicon" on the question 
of whether the housing indus-
try would be "socialized" or 
whether private industry would 
continue to be allowed to do 
the job. 

He said he was . strongly in 
favor of the private enterprise 
route, but also indicated that 
Government actions were 
needed to insure success. He 
prodded his audience to in-
crease its investment in mort-
gages, and especially in the Na-
tional Corporation for Housing 
Partnerships, which he said 
needed to increase slightly over 
$2-million by Friday to go into 
business. 


