
M
rs. F

ulbright on M
artha 

B
y M

alvina Stephenson 
C

hicago D
aily N

ew
s 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 —

 B
etty F

ulbright looks 
dow

n her patrician nose and suggests that bub-
b

ly
 M

arth
a M

itch
ell still h

as a lo
t to

 learn
 

about the w
ays of official W

ashington. 
M

rs. F
ulbright, w

ho grew
 up in P

hiladel-
phia's "M

ain L
ine," is the w

ife of the veteran 
A

rkansas senator. H
is vote against Judge G

. 
H

arrold C
arsw

ell for the S
uprem

e C
ourt en-

raged the A
rkansas-born w

ife of A
tty. G

en. 
John M

itchell. 
"If w

ives all took up cudgels for their hus-
bands, nobody could speak in this tow

n," M
rs. 

F
ulbright declared. 

In a rare interview
, M

rs. F
ulbright criti-

cized M
rs. M

itchell's outspoken role in w
hich 

she recently asked the L
ittle R

ock G
azette to 

"crucify" F
ulbright for his anti-C

arsw
ell vote. 

"M
rs. N

ixon certainly doesn't do it," M
rs. 

F
ulbright declared. "S

he is m
arvelous about 

things like that. She keeps on an even keel. She 
just doesn't discuss politics." 

M
rs. Fulbright said this has been the policy 

of all the F
irst L

adies she has know
n in nearly 

30 years of official life. T
he suprem

e test cam
e 

w
hen F

ulbright, as chairm
an of the F

oreign 
R

elations C
om

m
ittee, broke w

ith P
resident 

Johnson over the V
ietnam

 W
ar. 

M
rs. F

ulbright w
as not exactly "annoyed" 

by P
resident Johnson's reported nicknam

e of 
"halfbright" for her husband, but she did find 
it a "little corny." 

"H
e used to get aw

fully m
ad at people, but  

B
ird (M

rs. Johnson) never did. S
he w

as never 
anything but pleasant to m

e," M
rs. F

ulbright 
said. M

rs. Fulbright thinks experience m
ay m

od-
ify M

rs. M
itchell. 

"Y
ou see, she cam

e here and she hadn't 
been in politics before. S

he had never been in 
W

ash
in

g
to

n
. I th

in
k

 if sh
e stay

s h
ere lo

n
g

 
enough, she w

ill find that people can't carry 
these things into the living room

s." 
S

he said of M
rs. M

itchell: "It sounds sort 
of im

pertinent, but I don't m
ean it that w

ay. I 
feel very sorry for her in a w

ay, because she 
d
o
es seem

 to
 lo

se h
er co

o
l. H

e (M
itch

ell) 
doesn't seem

 to m
ind, but it w

ould upset B
ill 

(F
ulbright) very m

uch if I took his business in 
hand that w

ay." 
E

xcept am
ong intim

ates, M
rs. F

ulbright's 
conversation is usually lim

ited to casual pleas-
antries. H

er discretion is born of an upbringing 
in P

hiladelphia society (Junior L
eague) and 

years of self-discipline as a politician's w
ife. 

In m
anner and appearance, M

rs. F
ulbright 

and M
rs. M

itchell are as different as their po-
litical view

s. 
B

runet M
rs. F

ulbright is tall and slender, a 
grandm

other at 63. She w
ears clothes of sim

ple 
elegance and surrounds herself w

ith 18th cen-
tury antiques. T

he fortyish M
rs. M

itchell is 
blonde and bouncy. S

he likes short skirts and 
fancy French furniture. 

M
rs. M

itchell apparently m
ade no effort to 

get acquainted w
ith M

rs. F
ulbright until the 

co
n
tro

v
ersy

 o
v
er th

e n
o
m

in
atio

n
 o

f Ju
d
g
e 

C
lem

ent H
aynsw

orth to the S
uprem

e C
ourt. 

M
rs. F

ulbright w
as surprised by her telephone 

call one afternoon. 
"S

h
e started

 o
u

t, 'B
etty

, I w
an

t y
o

u
 to

 
m

ake B
ill vote for H

aynsw
orth,' " M

rs. F
ul-

bright quoted her in a com
m

anding tone. "S
he 

talked about how
 she loves the S

outh, and I 
said, so do I. B

ut, I told her I don't try to run 
B

ill's business; he m
akes up his ow

n m
ind." 

In the C
arsw

ell case, w
hat w

ere the decid-
ing factors for F

ulbright, w
ho had supported 

H
aynsw

orth? A
ccording to M

rs. F
ulbright, the 

judgm
ent of "m

ediocrity" by the law
 school 

deans and professors at the U
niversity of A

r-
kansas and elsew

here w
as very "influential." 

M
rs. F

ulbright branded as "insulting" the 
P

resident's statem
ent that a southerner and a 

strict constructionist couldn't get confirm
ed by 

this Senate. 
"I don't think it w

as prejudice that defeat-
ed C

arsw
ell," she said. "T

he senators thought 
he w

as not qualified." 
A

s fo
r F

u
lb

rig
h
t 's reactio

n
 to

 M
rs. 

M
itchell, M

rs. F
ulbright said, "H

e's not a bit 
petty. H

e never has been. H
e's not vindictive. 

I get m
ad som

etim
es, but he rarely does." 

B
ut m

ostly, M
rs. F

ulbright has m
et politi-

cal controversy w
ith serenity. "L

ife w
ith B

ill is 
never dull," she chuckles. 

E
ver since her m

arriage, M
rs. Fulbright 

said, A
rkansas has been "hom

e to m
e. M

rs. 
M

itchell (a P
ine B

luff native) has been aw
ay 

alm
ost as long as I have lived there." 
S

o, she thinks the cabinet w
ife from

 N
ew

 
Y

ork is in no position to lecture the Fulbrights 
about the view

s of A
rkansas. 
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W
illia

m
 F

u
lb

rig
h
t 

(le
ft), o

u
ts

p
o
k
e
n
 

n
e
w

c
o
m

e
r M

rs
. 

J
o
h
n
 M

itc
h
e
ll 

(rig
h
t) w

ill c
h
a
n
g
e
 

h
e
r w

a
ys a

s sh
e
 

g
ro

w
s a

ccu
sto

m
e
d
 

to
 th

e
 p

o
litic

a
l 

sce
n
e
. 

 


