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Formal pleas for clem-
ency, countrywide petition 
campaigns and speeches in 
Congress marked the re-
action of many Americans 
yesterday to the murder 
conviction of Army Lieute-
nant William L. Calley Jr. 
for his part in the 1968 
My Lai massacre. 

In Georgia, all five mem-
bers of the Selective Service 
System's local board 30 in 
Athens resigned under the 
lead of chairman George 
Pugh, who termed the CQA 

lead of chairman George 
Pugh, who termed the Calley 
verdict "unacceptable.' 8 

"Our conscience will not 
allow us to co tinue when 
our men are treated like 
that," said Pugh, adding he 
hoped that other draft boards 
throughout the country "will 
follow suit" and resign. 

Representative William L. 
Dickenson (Rep.-Ala.), said 
in a House speech that he 
had sent a telegram to Presi-
dent Nixon asking him to 
pardon Calley, and a resolu-
tion backing the petition is 
up for consideration today in 
the Alabama Legislature. 

A separate resolution ask-
ing for clemency was ap-
proved by the Democratic 
Central wcommittee in Ioni 
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Conviction 
other just sat down and de-
cided to murder a lot of peo-
ple. I don't believe .hat." 
Meanwhile, support for 

Caney began to emerge in 
several cities throughout the 
country. 

In Pecos, Tex., the Enter-
prise ran a front-page edi-
torial Tuesday condemning 
Galley's conviction. R a di in 
station WCKI in Greer, S.C., 
said it was playing "taps" 
several times an hour on the 
air to show its disappoint-
ment over the verdict. 

Radio station WIRY in Al-
bany, N.Y., opened its tele-
phone lines to listeners at 
noon to get reaction to the 
verdict. More than 100 calls 
were received in the first 
hour and not one supported 
the Calley conviction, a 
spokesman said. 
The Calley verdict  was 

greeted with angry speeches 
in Congress. 

Representative John R. 
Rarick (Dem-La.) said par-
ents in his district had called 
him to say they would never 
let their sons serve in an 
Army that hdad abandoned 
its fighting men. 

"I've had veterans tell me 
that if they were in Vietnam 
now, they would 'lay down 
their arms and come home," 
he said. 


