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Sonm
y T

rial Is Snarled as H
ouse P

anel R
efuses to D

ivulge 4 M
en's T

estim
ony 

B
y D

O
U

G
L

A
S R

O
B

IN
SO

N
 

speolAi to The N
ew

 Y
ork Tithes 

F
O

R
T

 H
O

O
D

, T
ex

., O
ct. 1

5
 

—
A

n
 u

n
e
x
p
e
c
te

d
 sn

a
rl d

e
-

v
elo

p
ed

 to
d
ay

 -in
 th

e co
u
rt-

m
artial of S

. S
gt. D

avid M
itch-

ell. T
h
e situ

atio
n
 resu

lted
 fro

m
 

a H
o
u
se su

b
co

m
m

ittee's re-
fu

sal to
 d

iv
u
lg

e th
e testim

o
n
y
 

o
f fo

u
r m

en
 w

h
o
 ap

p
eared

 b
e-, 

fo
re it earlier th

is y
ear d

u
rin

g
 

an
 in

v
estig

atio
n
 o

f th
e alleg

ed
 

m
assacre at the M

ylai 4 ham
let 

o
f th

e v
illag

e o
f S

o
n
m

y
, S

o
u
th

 
V

ietnam
. 

C
ot. G

eorge R
. R

obinson, the 
m

ilita
ry

 ju
d
g
e
, ru

le
d
 to

d
a
y
 

th
at th

e fo
u
r m

en
, sch

ed
u
led

 
to be G

overnm
ent w

itnesses in 
the court-m

artial, w
ould not be 

allo
w

ed
 to

 testify
 u

n
less th

eir 
testim

o
n
y
 b

efo
re th

e su
b
co

m
-

m
ittee w

as released
. , 

D
elay Is G

ranted 
A

fter th
is ru

lin
g
, th

e G
o
v
-

ern
m

en
t req

u
ested

 a co
n
tin

u
-

an
ce to

 "reo
rg

an
ize" its in

itial 
a
rg

u
m

e
n
t a

n
d
 to

 re
n
e
w

 its 
effo

rts to
 o

b
tain

 th
e testim

o
n
y
 

fro
m

 th
e H

o
u
se p

an
el, th

e In
-

v
estig

atin
g
 S

u
b
co

m
m

ittee o
f 

th
e A

rm
ed

 S
erv

ices C
o
m

m
it-

tee. C
o
lo

n
el R

o
b
in

so
n
 g

ran
ted

 a 
delay. H

e postponed until M
on-

day the opening argum
ents and 

the start of testim
ony. 

S
ergeant M

itchell is charged 
w

ith assault w
ith intent to com

-
m

it m
u
rd

er o
f at least 3

0
 u

n
-

arm
ed

 civ
ilian

s at M
y
iai 4

 in 
M

arch of 1963. 
C

olonel R
obinson, in his rul-

in
g
, ex

p
ressed

 h
is "su

rp
rise" 

at th
e "attitu

d
e o

f th
e su

b
co

m
-

m
ittee," say

in
g
 `T

h
e S

ecretary
 

of the A
rm

y +
inform

ed the com
-

m
ittee m

ost plainly that, unless 
certain

 testim
o
n
y
 w

as m
ad

e 
a
v
a
ila

b
le

 to
 th

e
 A

rm
y
 to

 
e
v
e
n
tu

a
lly

 tu
rn

 o
v
e
r to

 th
e
 

d
efen

se co
u
n
sel, th

e ch
arg

es 
ag

ain
st th

o
se in

v
o
lv

ed
 in

 th
e 

M
y
la

i in
c
id

e
n
t m

a
y
 b

e
 d

is-
m

issed." 
"Y

et th
e su

b
co

m
m

ittee re-
m

ains firm
 in its effort to resist 

d
isco

v
ery

 o
f a m

ere fo
u
r w

it-
n
e
sse

s w
h
o
 te

stifie
d
 b

e
fo

re
 

th
e
m

 w
h
o
 w

ill a
lso

 te
stify

 
h
ere," th

e ju
d
g
e said

. H
e also 

said that the subcom
m

ittee had 
allo

w
ed

 ex
cerp

ts fro
m

 testi-
m

o
n
y
 to

 ap
p
ear in

 a G
o
v
ern

-
m

en
t p

u
b
licatio

n
 av

ailab
le 

to
 

th
e p

u
b
lic fo

r 5
0
 cen

ts. 
C

o
lo

n
el R

o
b
in

so
n
 said

 th
at 

rep
eated

 effo
rts to

 o
b
tain

 th
e 

testim
o
n
y
 h

ad
 b

een
 m

ad
e b

y
 

S
ecretary

 o
f th

e A
rm

y
 S

tan
ley

 
R

. R
e
so

r a
s w

e
ll a

s b
y
 th

e
 

p
ro

secu
tio

n
 an

d
 d

efen
se in

 th
e 

M
itchell case. 
If -th

e d
efen

se w
as n

o
t p

er-
m

itted
 to

 ex
am

in
e p

rev
io

u
s) 

testim
o
n
y
 o

f G
o
v
ern

m
en

t w
it- 

A
ssoc

■a 'ed P
ress 

L
ieu

t. H
u
g
h
 C

. 
T

hom
pson 

lea
v
in

g
 co

u
rt y

esterd
a
y
. 

n
esses relatin

g
 to

 th
e M

y
lai 

ev
en

ts, a m
istrial co

u
ld

 resu
lt, 

th
e 

ju
d

g
e said

. 
A

cco
rd

in
g
ly

, to
 g

u
ard

 ag
ain

st 
a
 m

istria
l, h

e
 ru

le
d
 th

a
t th

e
 

fo
u
r m

e
n
 —

 
L

ieu
t. H

u
g
h
 C

. 

T
hom

pson, 
a h

elico
p
ter p

ilo
t 

w
h

o
 o

b
se

r
v
e
d

 th
e
 

M
ylai 

ev
en

ts; L
aw

ren
ce C

o
lb

u
rn

, a 
g
u
n
n
er o

n
 th

e h
elico

p
ter; an

d
 

Jerry R
. C

ulverhouse and L
enny 

B
. L

agunoy, both form
er m

em
-

b
ers o

f th
e in

fan
try

 co
m

p
an

y
 

th
at en

tered
 M

y
lai—

co
u
ld

 n
o
t 

ap
p
ear in

 th
e case u

n
til th

eir 
p
re

v
io

u
s te

stim
o
n
y
 w

a
s re

-
leased. 

A
 to

tal o
f 1

1
7
 w

itn
esses ap

-
peared before the subom

m
ittee, 

h
ead

ed
 b

y
 R

ep
resen

tativ
e 

F
. 

E
d
w

ard
 H

eb
ert, D

em
o
crat o

f 
L

o
u
isian

a. O
f th

ese, o
n
ly

 th
e 

fo
u
r w

ere sch
ed

u
led

 to
 ap

p
ear 

as w
itn

esses in
 th

e M
itch

ell 
case. 

T
h
e su

b
co

m
m

ittee's rep
o
rt, 

p
u
b
lish

ed
 b

y
 th

e G
o
v
ern

m
en

t 
P

rin
tin

g
 O

ffice, in
clu

d
ed

 ex
-

cerp
ts fro

m
 testim

o
n
y
 b

y
 b

o
th

 
L

ieu
ten

an
t T

h
o
m

p
so

n
 an

d
 M

r. 
C

o
lb

u
rn

 relatin
g
 to

 th
e ev

en
ts 

at S
onm

y. 
T

he chairm
an of • the parent 

A
rm

ed S
ervices C

om
m

ittee, L
. 

M
en

d
el R

iv
ers, D

em
o
crat o

f 
S

outh C
arolina, has been critical 

o
f th

e A
rm

y
's p

ro
ced

u
res fo

r 
in

v
estig

atin
g
 an

d
 rep

o
rtin

g
 al- 

W
ar C

asualties 
W

A
SH

IN
G

T
O

N
, O

ct. 15 [U
PI) 

—
T

he D
efense D

epartm
ent an-

nouncem
ent today th

at th
e fol-

'tow
ing 

serv
icem

en
 fro

m
 

the 
N

ew
 Y

ork area had been killed 
in

 S
o
u
th

ea
st A

sta: 
F

O
R

M
IC

A
, G

ary P
., S

pecialist 
4, 

B
loom

field, N
. .1. 

S
M

IT
H

, M
ichael, S

pecilaist 4, R
ich-

m
ond H

ill, N
. Y

. 
S

O
R

C
I, M

ark 
T

„
 P

v
t., N

ia
g
a
ra

 
F

alls. 

leged w
ar crim

es. T
he subcom

-
m

ittee h
as reco

m
m

en
d
ed

 th
at 

th
e
 F

e
d
e
ra

l c
o
u
rts b

e
 g

iv
e
n
 

ju
risd

ictio
n
 o

v
er m

ilitary
 o

f-
fenders w

ho have becom
e civil-

ians. 
In another developm

ent, C
ol-

onel R
obinson denied a defense 

m
o
tio

n
 to

 d
ism

iss th
e ch

arg
e 

ag
ain

st S
erg

ean
t M

itch
ell 'o

n
 

the ground that P
resident N

ixon 
and other G

overnm
ent officials 

had exerted undue influence in 
th

e case b
y
 ex

p
ressin

g
 th

eir 
o
p
in

io
n
s. T

h
e P

resid
en

t w
as 

m
entioned because of his refer-

en
ce to

 a "m
assacre" at M

y
lai 

d
u
rin

g
 a n

ew
s co

n
feren

ce last 
D

ec. 8. 

H
ebert E

xplains Stand 
speotai to The N

ew
 Y

ork Tim
es 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
, O

ct. 15 —
 

R
ep

resen
tativ

e H
eb

ert said
 to

-
d
ay

 th
at h

e w
o
u
ld

 n
o
t release 

th
e testim

o
n
y
 u

n
less h

e w
as 

o
rd

ered
 to

 d
o
 so

 b
y
 C

o
n
g
ress. 

R
e
a
c
h
e
d
 b

y
 te

le
p
h
o
n
e
 in

 
N

ew
 O

rlean
s, M

r. H
eb

ert said
 

th
at th

e su
b
co

m
m

ittee "co
m

-
m

itted
 itself at th

e b
eg

in
n
in

g
" 

an
d
 to

ld
 th

e w
itn

esses w
h
o
m

 
it su

m
m

o
n
ed

 th
at it w

ould not 
release teir testim

only. 
"W

e d
o
 n

o
t w

an
t to

 p
reju

-
d
ice th

e case o
f th

e G
o
v
ern

-
m

en
t o

r th
e d

efen
d
an

ts," h
e 

said. 
M

r. H
eb

ert said
 h

e p
lan

s to
 

release all th
e testim

o
n
y
 after 

the S
onm

y trials are com
pleted 

—
 "

a
fte

r th
e
 d

e
c
k
s
 a

re
 

cleared
." H

e cited
 th

e fact th
at 

C
ongress is "a coequal branch" 

as h
is au

th
o
rity

 to
 w

ith
h
o
ld

 
the testim

ony. 


