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CIVIL PANEL REJECTS 
2 MYLAI TRIAL PLEAS 
ATLANTA, Aug. 10 (UPI)— 

A three-judge Federal panel re-
fused today to take jurisdiction 
in two murder trials stemming 
from the alleged My Lai mas-
sacreJ of Vietnamese civilians 
two years ago. 

The judges said attorneys for 
Sgt. Esequiel Torres, 22 years 
old, of Brownsville, Tex.., and 
Specialist 4 Robert W. T'Sou-
vas, 21, of San Jose, Calif., had 
failed to show that any "funda-
mental unfairness" existed in 
military courts. 

In issuing their decision, the 
jurists said they would not 
hold the Uniform Code of Mili-
tary Justice unconstitutional 
for "deficiencies which the 
United States Supreme COurt 
has long acknowledged in those 
cases which are properly sub-
ject to military jurisdiction." 

Charles L. Weltner, counsel 
for Sergeant Torres, had sought 
to move the case from military 
jurisdiction on the ground that 
the constitutional rights of his 
client were violated contending 
that a frair trial was not possi-
ble because of publicity sur-
rounding the case and because 
of command influence. 

dd Jude Griffin Bell of the 
lf U 	States Court of Appeals 

forf e Fifth Circuit and Dis-
trict Judges Albert J. Hender-
son and Sidney 0. Smith said 
the plaintiffs had "failed to 
demonstrate such fundamental 
unfairness as would warrant 
this court enjoining the court-
martial." 
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