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Says Intelligence Reports 
to Troops Conflicted 

By ROBERT M. SMITH 
Special to The Nfett. York Times 

WASHINGTON, June 11—A 
former Army intelligence officer 
has written in a magazine arti-
cle that the American Army unit 
involved in the alleged Songmy 
massacre received conflicting 
intelligence information. 

Jesse Frank Frosch, who was 
an,Army intelligence lieutenant 
assigned to the „advisory team 
in Quangngai province at the 
time of the Songmy incident in 
March, 1968, also says that the 
Songmy area was the scene of 
"a staggering slaughter of civil-
ians" by troops of the first 
South Korean Marine Brigade 
in late 1967. 

Mr. Frosch, whose article ap-
pears in the July issue of Play-
boy, is now a reporter in At-
lanta for United Press Inter-
national. 

According to Mr. Frosch, Task 
Force Barker—the unit involved 
in the Songmy incident—was 
told by his intelligence unit that 
only the remnants of a devas-
tated enemy battalion were in 
the area of Songmy, and the 
nearest of them were eight mile 
from the village. 

But Mr. Frosch says Task 
Force Barker also received a 
report from a Central Intelli-
gence Agency operative -
"Icing on enthusiasm and en-
ergy but woefully short on 
judgment," according to Mr. 
Frosch — who put enemy 
strength in the Songmy area 
at up to 450 men. 

South Korean Sweep 
the former intelligence of-

ficer writes that, in 1967, the 
South Koreans reported they 
hatrkilled more than 700 Viet-
cong , Iroops in a sweep into 
thenS  ongmy area. 

Frosch recalls that a 
Sotnit Korean officer told him 
that the Koreans had encount-
ered no enemy forces and had 
implied that the victims were 
civilians. 

"The Koreani had committed 
the -first Songmy Massacre, he 
*Os, "and it left a legacy of 
hate for the incoming Ameri-
talti of Task Force Barker." 

Mr: Frosch says that when 
his,..,Unit received the report of 
Task- Force Barker's Songmy 
opiration, "We simply could 
not- believe the count. There 
weren't 128 Vietcong troops in 
theme village to be killed that 
clay', And it would have been 
impossible for that many Viet-
cong to have been killed with 
so lew weapons taken." ' 

`tathough there was specu-
lation,that civilians had gotten 
in Vlaivay, nobody made much 
of it," 'he continued. "The more 
ac4Pted conclusion was that 
Task Force Barker had inflated 
its;*bpdy count for good press 
coverage." 

Wile the Pentagon refused 
to ..comment on Mr. Frosch's 
art:LC.1e; the report of the official 
Army-inquiry into the Songmy 
incjilent put the strength of the 
enemy battalion at 200 to 250 
and said that it had elements 
in The Songmy area. 

The Army report said that 
tw6 enemy companies were 
alsia in the region. These com-
panies would normally number 
50 'or 60 men. 


