
Panel Finds Songmy Data 
Diluted at Each Echelon 

MAR 2 7 1970 
The Army's secret report on 

the Songmy incident concluded 
that each successive level of 
command received a more 
wtpred-down account of what 
had acutally occurred in the 
village. The higher the report 
went. the lower became its 
estimate of the number of 
South Vietnamese allegedly 
killed by American troops. 

According to reliable in-
formation, Lieut. Gen. William 
R. Peers and his investigators 
also concluded that American 
soldiers had committed indi-
vidual and group acts of mur-
der, rape, sodomy, maiming 
and assault that took the lives 
of a large number of Viet-
namese citizens. 

Their report called the vic-
tims noncombatants and la-
beled the event a "massacre." 

The official investigators said 
they could not establish the 
precise number of civilians 
killed. But they said that Amer-
icans familiar with the event 
estimated the number at from 
175 to 200. The report also 
mentioned other, unverified es-
timates that up to 400 Vietna-
mese had been killed, but it did 
not appear to give them much 
weight. 

The investigators did deter-
mine that, as the official re- 

ports were forwarded from 
echelon to echelon up the mili-
tary chain of command, the 
reported number of Vietnamese 
killed became smaller and 
smaller. By the time these re-
ports reached the headquarters 
of the America' Division, where 
they stopped, the number of 
Vietnamese killed had been re-
duced to an estimate of 20 
to 28. 

The Peers report represents 
the first official confirmation 
of individual eyewitness ac-
counts published in the press 
in recent months. It also offers 
many new details. 

Publicly, the Army has so far 
acknowledged only that "a trag-
edy of major proportions" oc-
curred at Songmy on March 16, 
1968. Some indications of what 
took place have come in accu-
sations brought by the Army 
against II soldiers involved in 
the operation. 

But the findings of the most 
thorough and official inqu:ry to 
date, summarized in the Peers 
report, have been kept secret. 

The Peers panel was set up 
to determine if there had been 
a cover-up of the events at 
Songmy. When the Pentagon 
announced last wek that the 
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