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Stanley R. Resor, center, Army Secretary, at news conference in the Pentagon yesterday. 
He is flanked by Lieut. Gen. William R. Peers, left, who headed investigation, and Army 
Chief of Staff, Gen. William C. Westmoreland, who commanded U.S. troops in Vietnam. 
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ARMY INQUIRY CHARGES 14 OFFICERS 
IN SUPPRESSION OF SONGMY FACTS; 
WEST POINT'S HEAD, ACCUSED, QUITS 

REPORT BY PANEL 

A 3-1/2 Month Study 
Finds 'Tragedy' Did 

Occur in Vietnam 

By WILLIAM BEECHER 
Special to The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, March 17 — 
The Army today accused 14 of-
ficers, including the superin-
tendent of the United States 
Military Academy, of involve-
ment in suppression of infor-
mation about the alleged mass 
killing of civilians two years 
ago at Songmy, South Viet-
nam. 

As the announcement was 
made, Maj. Gen. Samuel W. 
Koster, who commanded the 
Americal Division in Vietnam 
at the time of the alleged kill-
ings, stepped down as super-
intendent at. West Point. He 
told the cadets that he had 
requested assignment else-
where to spare them from pub-
.icity stemming from his in-
volvement. 

The Army's charges were 
filed also against a brigadier 
general, •three colonels, two 
lieutenant colonels, !three ma-
jors and four captains. Varying 
from individual to individual, 
the charges included dereliction 
of duty, failure to obey law-
ful regulations, and false swear-
ing. 



Charges Against Koster 
General Koster was charged 

with failure to obey lawful 
regulations and with dereliction 
of duty. 

Conviction on any of the 
charges against the 14 would. 
bring dismissal from the serve  
ice. Sentences could go as high 
as three years at hard labor. • . 

The Army's charges followed: 
an investigation by a panel: 
headed by Lieut. Gen. William. 
R. Peers to determine if there: 
had been mass killings March 
16, 1968, at the Mylai 4 hamlet• 
of the Songmy village complex,: 
and whether such killings were: 
hushed up. 

At a Pentagon news confer.: 
ence today General Peers said,: 
"Our inquiry clearly established-
that a tragedy of major pro-. 
portions occurred there on that; 
day." 

More than 100 civilians were: 
allegedly killed at Songmy by: 
members of the division headed: 
by General Koster. Ten offices-
and enlisted men have been.  
charged in connection with the 
alleged killings. 

The charges announced today 
are expected to lead to proceed-. 
ings similar to grand jury ac-
tion against the 14 officers to 
determine whether trials by 
court-martial are warranted. 

At the news conference, 
General Peers made available a 
heavily censored version of a 
225-page report prepared after 
a three-and-one-half-month in-
vestigation by his panel. 

General Peers declined to 
characterize the initial han- 
dling of the case in the field as 
a "cover-up," but he said: 
"There was testimony and evi-
dence to indicate that certain . 

I Continued on Page 14, Column 1 

Army regulations require 
that word of a possible war 
crime be reported without 
delay up the chain of com-
mand. In this case, that would 
have been from American 
headquarters to the com-
mander of the Third Marine 
Amphibious Force in Danang, 
and then to the American troop 
commander in Saigon, who at 
that time was Gen. William C. 
Westmoreland, now Army 
Chief of Staff. 

General Peers, who had served 
for 30 months in various as-
signments in Vietnam, ex-
pressed hope that the report 
and actions stemming• from it 
"will prevent an incident such 
as this from ever again occur-
ring." 

The general said he had rec-
ommended a tightening of reg-
ulations dealing with war 
crimes and quick reporting of 
atrocities, as well as urging 
improvements in training in the 
United States in an effort to 
minimize the chances of a re-
currence. 

Orders in Saigon 
Pentagon sources said that, 

as a result of the Peers in-
vestigation, military headquar-
ters in Saigon had directed that 
all subordinate commands pass 
down all directives on such 
things as treatment of prison-
ers and civilians without in any 
way altering the language. In 
the past, one source said, sub-
ordinate commands sometimes 
made what they considered 
minor editing changes in direc-
tives or circulated only sum-
maries of them. 

In addition, it was under-
stood General Peers had found 
that the Army devoted enought 
training time in the United 
States to impressing soldiers 
with the need to handle sus-
pected enemies humanely. But 
it was understood that he be-
lieved the character of instruc-
tion should be improved to get 
the message across more dra-
matically. 

In a statement announcing 
the new charges, the Defense 
Department declared: 

"The report alleges that 
there were serious deficiencies 
in the -actions of a number of 
officers holding command and 

• staff positions in the Americal 
division, the 11th Infantry 
Brigade, Task Force Barker, and 
the U.S. Advisory Organization. 

%. Charge Against General 
"The deficiencies cited in the 

report relate primarily to al- 
'. leged 	failures 	to 	render 

required reports, conduct ade-
quate investigations, and other-
wise to satisfactorily discharge 
duties in the light of informa-
tion received concerning an 
alleged atrocity." 

Pentagon officials said that 
the charges, if proved in courts-
martial, could result in penal-
ties of up to dismissal from 
service and three years of hard 
labor. The charges were as fol-
lows: 
General Koster—failure to obey 
lawful regulations and dere-

liction of duty. 
Brig. Gen. George H. Young Jr., at the time of the incident, 

assistant division commander 
—failure to obey lawful reg-
ulations and dereliction. 

Col. Oran K. Henderson, then 
commander of the 11th Bri-
gade — dereliction, failure 
to obey lawful regulations, 
making a false official 
statement and false swear-
ing. 

Col. Robert B. Luper, then 
commander of the sixth Bat-
talion, 11th Artillery—fail-
ure to obey a lawful order. 

Col. Nels A. Parson, then di-
vision chief of staff—failure 
to obey lawful regulations 
and dereliction 

-Lieut. CoI. David C. Gavin, then 
senior American adviser in 
the Sontinh district—failure 

 

   

   

to obey lawful regulations, 
dereliction and false swear-
ing. 

Lieut. Col. William D. Guinn,; 
then deputy American ad-
viser in Quangngai. Province 
—failure to obey lawful reg-
ulations, dereliction and false 
swearing. 

Maj. Charles C. Calhoun, then 
executive officer and opera-
tions officer of Task Force 
Barker, which swept Songmy 
village—dereliction and fail-
ure to report possible mis-
conduct to the proper au-
thorities 

Maj. Robert W. McKnight, then 
operations officer of the I lth 
Brigade—false swearing. 

Maj. Frederic W. Watke, then 
commander of Company B, 
123d Aviation Battalion — 
failure to obey lawful regula-
tions and dereliction. 

Capt. Kenneth W. Boatman, 
then an artillery forward ob-
server — failure to report 
possible misconduct. 

Capt. Dennis H. Johnson, then 
- with the 52d Military Intel-
ligence Detachment—failure 
to obey lawful regulations. 

Capt. Ernest L. Medina, then 
commander of Company C, 
First Battalion, 20th Infantry, 
part of Task Force Barker -
failure to report a felony. 

Capt. Thomas K. Willingham, 
then serving with Company 
B, Fourth Battalion, Third 
Infantry, also part of Task 
Force Barker — making false 
official statements and failure 
to report a felony. 
Captain Medina has previous-

ly been charged with murder, 
maiming and assault and Cap- 
tain  

 Willingham has been 
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individuals, either wittingly or 
unwittingly, by their action 
suppressed information from 
the incident from being passed 
up the chain of command." 

On the basis of interviews 
with more than 400 witnesses, 
he said, the inquiry found no 
indication that word of the in-
cident went beyond the di-
vision to higher headquarters. 
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charged with unpremeditated 
murder of Vitnamese civilians. 

The Defense Department said 
that Captain Medina and Cap-
tain Willingham would remain 
at Fort McPherson, Ga., pend-
ing the outcome of the charges 
already filed against them. 

Transfers Are Ordered 
The 12 other officers have 

been ordered transferred to Fort 
Meade, Md., "in order to facili-
tate access to personnel 
involved by both Government 
and defense counsel and reduce 
the need for extensive travel 
on the part of all personnel 
connected with the case," the 
Pentagon said. 

The cases will be con-
solidated, it said, in order to 
"minimize delays in all legal 
proceedings." 

Once charges of this sort have 
been leveled, the senior com-
mander at the post where the 
men are stationed must de-
cide whether to bring an Article 
32 investigation, roughly anal-
ogous to a grand jury pro-
ceeding. The accused would 
have an opportunity to try to 
refute the charges at that point. 

If the evidence appears sub-
stantial enough, the post com-
mander may then order a gen-
eral court-martial. 

A military source at Fort 
Meade said that, of the 12 of-
ficers to be transferred there, 
nine went there today to hear 
the reading of the charges. The 
charges were read to General 
Koster at West Point and to 
General Young and Captain 
Boatman in Heidelberg, Ger-
many, where they are now 
serving, he said. 

Presumably the new charges  

against Captains Medina and 
Willingham were read to them 
at Fort McPherson. 

The source at Fort Meade 
said that the 12 officers .would 
not be required to move to the 
post until the Article 32 inves-
tigations begin. 

Repeatedly in the news con-
ference, General Peers declined 
to discuss specifics of the cases 
for fear of prejudicing possible 
trial of the men involved. That 
reason was also given for the 
massive deletions in the public 
version of the Peers report. 

At the start of the news 
conference, Army Secretary 
Stanley R. Resor said, "Now 
that the inquiry has been com-
pleted, we must continue to 
assure that the processes of  

military justice system are per-
mitted to operate fairly and 
fully." 

He insisted that those 
charged in the case '-are en-
titled fully to the presumption 
of innocence which applies in 
our system of justice." 

Reported by Pilot 
It is understood that, at the 

time of the Songmy incident 
least one American helicopter 
pilot reported a lot of shooting 
of civilians in the operation. 
About two weeks later, accord-
ing to reliable information, a 
Vietnamese district chief made 
a similar report. ' 

There was some sort of field 
investigation at the time, but 
the results of that investiga-
tion, according to the Peers  

inquiry, were never forwarded 
beyond the division and not of-
ficial disciplinary action was 
taken against those allegedly 
involved in atrocities. 

Nearly a year later, on March 
29, 1969, a former serviceman, 
Robert Ridenhour, who had 
heard a number of stories of 
an alleged massacre from Army 
buddies in Vietnam and else-
where, wrote a letter detailing 
the allegations to a number of 
Senators and to various Nixon 
Administration officials. 

Secretary Resor, on hearing 
these allegations, ordered an 
immediate investigation by the 
Inspector General, according to 
Army sources. In early u,glist, 
the investigation was turned 
over to the Army's Provost 

Marshal General because it ap: 
peared that, if charges were 
brought, they would be criminal 

i charges. 
To date, 10 former members 

of Task Force Barker have been 
charged in the alleged Songrny 
deaths. Twenty - seven other 
men are still under investiga-
tion in the case. 

Pentagon sources said that 
the 20,000 pages of testimony 
and 500 documents unearthed 
by the Peers group had been 
turned over to the Army's 
criminal investigators. 

Last Nov. 24 the Peers board 
was established to determine 
the facts in the original incident 
and to find out why• the case 
was dormant for so long. Short-
ly thereafter, two civilian at-
torneys, Robert MacCrate and 
Jerome K. Walsh Jr., were 
added to the panel "as repre-
sentatives of the public," in Mr. 
Resor's words. 

Today Mr. MacCrate said that 
he concurred in the basic find- 
ings of the panel and expressed 
his "satisfaction with the man-
ner in which the inquiry has 
been conducted." 

General Peers explained to-
day how he had chosen the 
military members of the inquiry 
board. 

"I deliberately avoided," he 
said, "selecting a group of 
senior colonels and general offi-
cers to serve on the team. I 
wanted young, combat-expe-
rienced officers who had seen 
war and who knew the trials, 
the pressures and the tribula-
tions of combat first-hand." 

The men he hand-picked, he 
said, were all "highly deco-
rated" for valor in Vietnam. 


