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 11, 1969 
R

ivers S
ays C

opter P
ilot T

estified H
e' S

aw
 B

odies bu
t N

o A
ctu

al K
illin

gs 
lifted

 a m
assacre,"

 th
e S

b
u

th
 

:arolin
a D

em
ocrat said

 after 
m

erging from
 the closed hear- 

led. 
A

ccord
in

g to M
r. R

ivers, th
e 

ilot said that he had seen dead 
od

ies on
 th

e grou
n

d
, b

u
t h

e 
ou

ld
 n

ot say h
ow

 th
ey h

ad
 b

e 
M

ed. 
"

F
rom

 h
is testim

on
y,"

 m
 

--r.  
avers stated

, "
n

ob
od

y can
 b

e 
h

arged
, in

 m
y op

in
ion

, w
ith

 
laving m

assacred anybody." 
F

ull Inquiry O
ffered 

M
r. R

ivers also indicated that 
d

s in
vestigatin

g su
b

com
m

ittee 
a
s p

rep
a
red

 to
 o

p
en

 a
 fu

ll- 
ca

le in
v
estig

a
tio

n
 o

f th
e in

- 
id

en
t. H

e said
 h

is com
m

ittee 
ta

d
 	

a
 lith

n
ritv

 	
fn

 	
a
v
ta

n
d

 	
th

a
 

in
q

u
iry to S

ou
th

 V
ietn

am
 to 

gather evidence. 
A

sked w
hethr th

e com
m

ittee 
w

o
u

ld
 issu

e a
 rep

o
rt, eh

 re- 
plied: "W

e'll have to cross that 
b

rid
g
e w

h
en

 w
e co

m
e to

 it."
 

A
t th

e P
entagon

,
 w

h
ere th

e 
. 	

' 
A

rm
y
 is co

n
d

u
ctin

g
 its o

w
n

 
- 

 inquiry,  R
gbertM

acC
ratc.  a N

e 
Y

ork
 attorn

ey, said
 h

e w
as sat- 

isfied
 th

at th
e A

rm
y w

as n
ot 

seek
in

g to w
h

itew
ash

 th
e af- 

'air. 
M

r. M
acC

rate w
as appointed 

last w
eek

 to sh
are au

th
ority In

 
con

d
u

ctin
g an

 A
rm

y in
vestiga- 

tion
 of th

e origin
al, field

-elvel 
inquiry of the incident. 

T
h

e attorn
ey said

 th
e vali- 

dity of the allegations of a m
as- 

c
a
re

r, m
is

t h
e
. 

ectah
lich

ed
 b

e- 

g w
here. M

r T
hom

pson testi- 

fore th
e ad

eq
u

acy of th
e ori- 

ginal 	
inquiry 	

can
 	

b
e 	

deter- 
m

ined. 
A

lth
ou

gh
 th

e A
rm

y h
earin

g 
has heard testim

ony from
 W

ar-
rant O

fficer T
hom

pson, the 
h

elico
p

ter p
ilo

t, a
n

d
 fro

m
 a

 
n

u
m

b
er of oth

er officers, m
em

-
h

ers of th
e p

an
el h

ave m
ain

-
tam

ed official secrecy on
 th

e 
substarke of the testim

ony. 
O

n C
apitol H

ill, how
ever, M

r. 
R

ivers said
 th

at in
 th

ree d
ays 

of h
earin

gs h
is grou

p
 h

ad
 n

ot 
b

een
 g

iv
en

 in
fo

rm
a
tio

n
 th

a
t 

ou
ld

 lead
 m

em
b

ers to b
elieve 

at A
m

eriean
 troop

s h
ad

 en
-

aged in a m
assacre. 

A
lthough 	

M
r. 	

R
ivers 	

has 
talk

ed
 ab

ou
t th

e com
m

ittee 

earin
g evid

en
ce th

at failed
 to 

d
icate a m

assacre h
ad

 tak
en

 
place, he declined to talk about 
w

h
at oth

er evid
en

ce h
ad

 b
een

 
resented. 

C
apt. E

rnest L
. M

edina, w
ho com

m
an

d
ed

 th
e com

p
an

y th
at 

assau
lted

 th
e V

ietn
am

ese vil. 
lage, w

as sch
ed

u
led

 to testify 
before the C

ongressional panel 
tod

ay, b
u

t h
is ap

p
earan

ce w
as 

postponed until tom
orrow

. 

I 

ep
eeist to

 T
h

e M
e/ Y

o
st liM

ee 
° W

A
S

H
IN

G
T

O
N

, D
ec. 10—

A
 

-A
rm

y helicontar_A
ot  w

h
o
 is 

rep
orted

 to h
ave told

 su
p

eriors i 
of u

n
n

ecessary civilian
 k

illin
gs 

at the South V
ietnam

ese village 
o
f S

o
n

g
m

y
 "

d
id

 n
o
t 

report that" to a C
ongressional 

p
an

el tod
ay, its ch

airm
an

 sa. 
R

ep
resen

ittiv
e L

. M
en

d
el 

R
ivers, w

h
o h

ead
s th

e in
flen

-
tial H

ou
se A

rm
ed

 S
ervices 

°C
on

u
n

ittee, said
 h

is p
an

el h
ad

 
questioned 	

%
h

‘
r
.t

C
)
f
-
 

f cer
ut 

the a
 e:

■
nassarre by A

m
er-- 

o
ca

n
 tro

o
p

s in
 th

e v
illa

g
e o

n
 

.M
arch 16, 1968. 
"

H
e d

id
n

't g
iv

e u
s a

n
y
 in

-
-form

ation
 th

at w
ou

ld
 lead

 u
s 

to b
elieve an

yb
od

y ever corn
- 


