
Wilson Urges Commonsto Await 
All Facts on Incident at Songmy 

By JOHN M. LEE 	I D c c 6, 
special to The New York Times 

LONDON, Dec. 8 — Prime 
Minister Wilson, opening a two-
day debate on foreign policy, 
asked an aroused House of 
Commons today to withhold 
judgment on the United States, 
on the reported massacre at 
Songmy, South Vietnam, and on 
other such incidents until the 
facts are known. 

If the events took place, Mr. 
Wilson said, it would be Bri-
tain's duty to condemn them, 
and she would be doing so 
"in common with the American 
Government and American peo-
ple." 

"If the latest alleged atro-
cities were to be condoned or 
brushed aside, and it is in my 
mind unthinkable," he said, "it 
will lead to a crisis in Anglo-
American relations." 

The Prime Minis ,„T spoke 

with deep concern to a com-
mons deeply divided and dis-
tressed over the issues of 
Vietnam and Nigeria. He said 
there were no clear moral im-
peratives in either case. 

Observers remarked on Mr. 
Wilson's skill in keeping one 
eye on his trip to Washington 
next .month while expressing 
the horror of the British people 
at the reported incidents. In 
the end he simply reaffirmed, 
existing policies on both Viet-
nam and Nigeria. 

The left wing of the Labor 
party in particular has been 
distressed by reports of atroci-, 
ties and has put pressure on 
the Government to dissociate 
itself from American policies in, 
Vietnam. However, the left ap- 
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Vietnam. However, 
the left appeared 
partly mollified by 
other foreign 
developments. 

Hr. Wilson, in 
his speech, said 
the Government 
c;o-uld beready to 
consider offering 

the 
lief 

o 	sieged en- 
clave of Biafra. 'However, he 
rejected any Suggestion at 
Britain, which has been ei g 
Nigeria, lead an arms embargo 
against her. He also held- out 
no hope of placing the issue of 
the two-and-a-half-year-old 
war on the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly's agenda. 

The Prime Minister also re-
iterated that Britain would vote 
to suspend Greece from the 
Council of Europe this week 
unless the military government 
in Athens voluntarily withdrew 
or underwent a sudden change 
of heart and established a short, 
specific timetable for "the 
restoration of human rights and 
democracy." 

The day's debate was cle7 
voted primarily to obligations 
regarding United States actiVi-' 
r
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ietam and emotions 

George Brown, former 
Foreign Secretary Wunder Mn 
Wilson, drew cheers- from Coft-servatives and angry shouts 
from Labor back-benchers 
his defense • of American actions., - 

Brown Explains Stand 
He commented that the 

reason he said "stop weeping" 
in a previous speech was that "the more the Americans ati-' 
pear to be showing uncertainty, 
the more they seem to .be baring, their chests and going 
into the confessional, the more 
will Hanoi be encouraged to 
be obdurate." 

One of Labor's.; left wing, 
Stanley Orme, attributed tour' 
age- to those ;Americans wile 
proteSted tilt United ;States' in* volveinent in the war. Yet, he 
added bitterly, "all we get,frorli 
our Foreign Secretary., is the 
meek acceptance of every AM- 
erican statement!' 	,„ 

The sense of the Commons 
seemed. More accurately ':'re-
flected by the former Transport 
Minister, Richard _Marsh, who 
said, "I believe that the war 
in Vietnam is reaching a stage 
where it is destroying the very 
principles and values in which 
we all believe." 

"The only realistic solution," 
he continued, "is for the United 
States to- negotiate a new coali-
tion in Saigon simultaneously 
with a planned withdrawal." 

REMEMBER THE NEEDIEST! 
`Await the Outcome' 

Conservative members were 
less critical of Washington. 

Richard Wood, the first Op-
position speaker, said, "it would 
be wise and just to await the 
outcome of the present investi-
gations by the Americans." 

Prime Minister Wilson re-
called that his first reaction to 
the reports on Songmy was to 
say that "if they were one-
quarter true, they would be 
grave atrocities." He then ap-
provingly quoted a newspaper 
comment: "Even if they are 
substantiated to the extent of 
1 per cent, they would leave 
forever .a blot on American 
military honor." 

MM~. „Wilson said the Com-
mon Would reject any sugges-
tion that massacres, if they had 
occurred, were part of any 
higher direction of the war. 

"But if, at any lower level," 
he went on, "systematic murder 
is established to be part of a 
policy, combined with conceal-
ment from the President, and 
if this were to be established 
as necessary to the war, I would 
agree with the editorials in the 
British press that 'the Amer-
icanS deserve to be told they 
have lost the war'." 


