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Special to The New York Times 
DANANG, South Vietnam, 

Dec. 3—The members of the 
South Vietnamese Senate's 
fact-finding group said in an 
interview today that three days 
of investigation near the scene 
of the alleged massacre of 
civilians by American troops 
at Songmy had led them to 
believe that many civilians were 
killed by small-arms fire at 
close range. 

While accepting it as a prelim-
inary conclusion that noicom-
batants had been needlessly 
killed in a sweep of Vietcong 
territory on March 16, 1968, 
the three Senators said that the 
motives for the killings, individ-
ual degrees of guilt and the 
number of victims remained un-
clear, 

The chairman, Senator Tran 
Van Don, said the event raised 
a number of basic issues for 
re-examination—"from Ameri-
can policy in Vietnam to the 
manner of conducting the war, 
peace, the American presence 
in Vietnam and the Present 
Vietnamese Government." 

Report to Be Delayed 
The former general, who 

heads the Senate Defense Com-
mittee, said his group would 
prepare a report on its meetings 
with about 10 survivors and 
with provincial officals. An of-
ficial report will be held up, 
he added, pending the outcome 
of the court-martial of First 
Leut. William J. Calley Jr. 
of Miami, who has been charged 
by the Army with 109 murders 
at Sonemy. No trial date has 
been set. 

Senator Don, who is a former 
Defense Minister and chief of 
staff, strongly condemned the 
concept of "free-fire zones," in 
which, he said, American troops 
have the right to mount opera-
tions using artillery and air 
strikes even on populated tar-
gets without South Vietnamese 
permission. 

Although there have been im-
provements, he added, the prac-
tice continues. 

Similarly, he condemned 
what he termed the continuing 
practice of allowing Americans 
to go into action un-
accompanied by Vietnamese  

liaison officers or at least in-
terpreters, who might deal with 
civilians and protect them. 

All of the criticized condi-
tions prevailed in the "search-
and-destro ' operation at Song-
my, in winch an undisclosed 
number of men, women and 
children — varying, depending 
on the source, from 145 to 567 
— were reported killed, the 
Senator said. 

After a meeting with Maj. 
Gen. Hoang Xuan Lam, com-
mander of the I Corps area, the 
Central Vietnam region in which 
Songmy is situated, Mr. Don 
said that it was clear that even 
in an action that had cost so 
many civilian lives, the South 
Vietnamese authorities had no 
real idea of how many were 
killed because the Americans 
were not obliged to report to 
them. 

"The population floats be-
tween the Communists and 
the Government, which does 
not protect them," the Senator 
said. 

Describing the meeting with 
General Laini  the highest Viet-
namese official informed of the 
Songmy incident before it be-
came a world issue, another 
Senator said: "He knows 
nothing about it, but the Gov-
ernment communiqué is based 
on his report." 

Reports Termed Pro Forma 
The Senators indicated that 

they believed that no South 
Vietnamese authority has seri-
ously dealt with the case and 
that the reports of the district 
chief, the province chief and 
the corps commander, as well 
as the communiqué, were 
nothing more than pro forma 
documents to dispose of a dis-
agreeable issue. 

Senator Don also deplored 
the lack of information pro-
vided by the Government, 
which he said made him de-
pendent largely on foreign 
sources. 

While affirming that the 
atrocity charges were directed 
against individuals and could 
not be construed as an Indict-
ment of the United States, Mr. 
Don asserted that the war was 
"systematically killing the pop-
ulation." 

He said it was generally ac- 

cepted that the South Korean 
troops in Vietnam had done 
worse than any others. 

The three Senators had as-
sumed that the unit involved 
at Songmy had been driven to 
excess by particularly heavy 
casualties just before. The Amer 
ical Division, the unit that car-
ried out the operation, reported 
the number of dead for the 
outfit, the largest in the Army 
with nearly 25,000 men, as 18 
for the preceding week and 
three for the three days prior 
to the action. 

Senator Don ridiculed asser-
tions by the Government of 
President Nguyen Van Thieu 
that the war was going well 
and that 93 per cent of the 
population of 16 million was 
under Government control. The 
optimistic figures are produced, 
according to Mr. Don, because 
Mr. Thieu sets pacification 
goals that district and province 
chiefs than say they have 
achieved. 

Charge Termed Rubbish 
SONGMY, South Vietnam, 

Dec. 3 (UPI)—An Australian of-
ficer said today that women in 
this area "knew how to cut 
throats" and that children 
"could strip down a weapon 
like professionals." 

Capt. John Nelson, a Special 
Forces adviser to South Viet-
namese troops who has been 
in Vietnam for 18 months, said 
he thought reports of an Amer-
ican massacre were rubbish. 

"That place was in enemy 
territory," he said. "The wo-
men moved around at night 
and they knew how to cut 
throats and the children could 
strip down a weapon like pro-
fessionals." 

Kenn edyCharge Studied 
special to The New York Times 

SAIGON, South Vietnam, 
Dec. 3 — United States and 

South Vietnamese Government 
spokesmen said today that they 
wer lookingin to Senator Ed-
ward M. Kennedy's recent as-sertion that 300,000 South Viet-namese civilians had been killed in the war, mostly by 
American and South Vietnam-ese troops. 

Dr. William Oldham, deputy 
director of the public health 
division of the United States 
aid mission here, said in a tele-
phone interview that there was 
curate way of determin- 
ing how many civilians had been killed and by whom. 

"Anyone who says that is 
speculating," he commented. 

The only available statistics 
on civilian casualties, Dr. Old-
ham said, cover South Viet-
namese reporting to Govern-
ment hospitals for treatment of 
war injuries. From 1967 to the 
end of October, 1969, he said, 
198,338 civilians sought such 
aid. Of that number 41,686 
were children under 13. years 
of age and 67,253 Were women. 

Dr. Oldham said that an ef-
fort to categorize the source of the wounds was abandoned 
some years ago because of 
bookkeeping problems. 

Three Saigon Senators Report Signs 
Civilians Were Slain at Close Range 


