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his colum
n 

S
ong M

y m
assacre raises the 

accu
sed

 m
ass m

u
rd

erer, L
t. 

m
o
re o

f a scap
eg

o
at th

an
 an

 
. ‘rom

 sources close to the 
obtained facts about the night- . 
m

arish
 in

cid
en

t th
at w

o
u
ld

 
seem

 to m
itigate the charges 

against h i m
. 

U
 n im

peach-
ab

le so
u
rces 

sw
ear, for ex-

a
m

p
le

, th
a
t 

orders to w
ipe 

out the village 
did not com

e 
fro

m
 C

alley
 

b
u
t fro

m
 

higher up. 
A

ntiw
ar 

J
A

C
K

 A
N

D
E

R
S

O
N

 
a d v o cates, 

w
h
o
 are ex

p
lo

itin
g
 th

e in
ci-

dent, m
ay also have tram

pled 
upon C

alley's rights. P
resum

-
ably, they hope that the revul-
sio

n
 o

v
er th

e m
assacre w

ill 
in

crease th
e p

ressu
re u

p
o
n
 

P
resident N

ixon to soften his 
conditions for ending the w

ar. 
B

ut they have also stirred up 
p
erso

n
al rev

u
lsio

n
 ag

ain
st 

C
alley that m

ay be tragically 
unfair. 

T
he tight-lipped C

alley is 
a perfect patsy for the A

rm
y 

to offer as a sacrifice to pub-
lic opinion. A

rm
y associates 

d
escrib

e h
im

 as a sp
it-an

d
-

polish officer w
ho goes by the 

book. H
e is the sort w

ho car-
ries out orders and asks ques-
tions afterw

ard. 
H

e also is a loner w
ithout 

frien
d
s in

 h
ig

h
 p

laces w
h
o
 

m
ight help him

. H
is m

other 
d
ied

 o
f can

cer in
 1

9
6
6
; h

is 

's investigation of the n
asty • 

p
o

ssib
ility

, at least, th
at th

e 
W

illiam
 C

alley
 Jr., m

ay
 b

e 
ogre. 
investigation,, this colum

n has 

fath
er is a d

iab
etic. A

ll h
is 

life th
e lieu

ten
an

t h
as b

een
 

too m
uch on the m

ove to es-
tablish roots. 

T
H

E
 L

E
T

T
E

R
S

 he w
rote 

to
 h

is fam
ily

 fro
m

 V
ietn

am
 

express a deep sym
pathy for 

the pathetic V
ietnam

ese chil-
dren w

ho roam
ed the streets, 

hungry and hom
eless. H

e pro-
v
id

ed
 o

n
e ch

ild
 w

ith
 fo

o
d
, 

clothing and shelter. F
rom

 his 
letters, he didn't seem

 to be a 
m

an
 w

h
o
 co

u
ld

 sh
o
o
t d

o
w

n
 

w
om

en and children in cold 
blood. 

W
hat really happened at 

S
ong M

y? H
ere are the facts 

this colum
n has been able to 

dig out: 
T

h
e h

am
let w

as a V
iet 

C
ong stronghold, nicknam

ed 
P

inkville, w
hich U

.S
. troops 

had cleaned out on tw
o pre-

vious occasions. S
om

eone at 
higher headquarters decided 
that the third tim

e should be 
th

e last an
d
 issu

ed
 o

rd
ers to

 
destroy the village. 

It is difficult, perhaps im
-

p
o
ssib

le, to
 fix

 th
e real re-

sponsibility for the m
assacre. 

L
t. C

ol. F
rank B

arker Jr., the 
task force com

m
ander, later 

killed in an air accident, w
as 

told to elim
inate the strong-

hold. H
e passed on the orders 

to C
apt. E

rnest M
edina, w

ho 
briefed the troops. 

T
H

E
 C

A
PT

A
IN

 instructed  

th
em

 to
 b

u
rn

 th
e b

u
ild

in
g
s 

an
d
 slau

g
h
ter th

e liv
esto

ck
. 

H
e also w

arned that the vil-
lag

e w
as teem

in
g
 w

ith
 V

iet 
C

ong and advised his m
en to 

g
o
 in

 sh
o
o
tin

g
. M

ed
in

a h
as 

sw
orn to A

rm
y investigators 

th
at h

e• m
erely

 relay
ed

 th
e 

co
lo

n
el's o

rd
ers an

d
 th

at h
e 

did not call for the indiscrim
i-

nate shooting of w
om

en and 
children. 

E
v
ery

 V
ietn

am
 co

m
b
at 

veteran know
s, how

ever, that 
the V

iet C
ong use both w

om
en 

and young boys w
ho can be 

every bit as deadly w
ith their 

w
eapons as the m

en. 
In order to save A

m
erican 

lives, the U
.S

. alw
ays devas-

tates en
em

y
 p

o
sitio

n
s w

ith
 

firepow
er before sending in 

m
anpow

er. A
ccordingly, Pink-

ville w
as declared a free fire 

zone and w
as battered by ar-

tillery. T
hen helicopter gun-

ships raked it w
ith a deadly 

hailstorm
 of m

achinegun fire. 
F

inally the troops poured in 
w

ith guns blazing. 
It should be pointed out 

that S
outh V

ietnam
ese irregu-

lars also
 p

articip
ated

 in
 th

e 
exercise and did som

e of the 
shooting. T

hey w
ere responsi-

ble, too, for the m
isinform

a-
tion about the big V

iet C
ong 

concentration of S
ong M

y. 

F
O

R
 T

H
E

 A
rm

y to blam
e 

L
t. C

alley for w
hat happened, 

though he m
ay not be entirely 

blam
eless, is too pat. It looks 

suspiciously as if the A
rm

y  

selected him
 as a convenient 

scapegoat. 
A

ctually, the secret interro-
gations by A

rm
y investigators 

im
plicate at least 25 m

en in 
indiscrim

inate shooting. F
or 

every w
itness against C

alley, 
there are tw

o w
itnesses w

ho 
have m

ade secret S
tatem

ents 
in his defense. T

he A
rm

y 'has 
shut up at least a dozen w

it-
n
esses w

h
o
, rep

o
rted

ly
, are 

w
illing to testify for C

alley. 
T

he horror pictures w
hich 

P
entagon officials show

ed to 
senators really prove nothing  

ag
ain

st C
alley

. T
h
e b

lo
o
d
-

drenched w
om

en and chilcren 
could have been killed by ar-
tillery shrapnel, m

achine-gun 
fire from

 the sky or infantry 
fire in the heat of battle. T

he 
testim

ony of com
bat photogra-

pher R
onald H

aeberle could 
be challenged, since he tried 
to

 sell th
e p

ictu
res fo

r a b
ig

 
su

m
. H

is statem
en

t th
at th

e 
w

om
en and children had been 

sh
o
t d

o
w

n
 in

 co
ld

 b
lo

o
d
 in

-
creased the m

arket value of 
the pictures. 

A
s for the A

rm
y's charge 

that C
alley m

urdered a S
outh 

V
ietnam

ese civilian in an ear-
lier incident, those w

ho h 
talk

ed
 to

 th
e lieu

ten
an

t say
 

that he seem
ed genuinely puz-

zled by the charge and denied 
know

ing anything about it. 
W

hether C
alley is guilty 

o
r n

o
t, h

e d
eserv

es a fair  

trial, and the A
rm

y shouldn't 
be perm

itted to w
ipe E

s ow
n 

hands clean on a low
ly lieu-

tenant. 
*
 *

 *
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