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ack 
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 W

ashington law
yers w

ere 
n
o
t su

rp
rised

 th
at th

e U
.S

. 
C

o
u
rt o

f M
ilitary

 A
p
p
eals 

refused to enjoin new
s m

edia 
fro

m
 p

u
b
lish

in
g
 fu

rth
er in

-
form

ation and pictures about 
th

e
 a

lle
g
e
d
 m

a
ssa

c
re

 a
t 

Song M
y. 

A
rguing that F

irst L
ieuten-

a
n
d
 W

illia
m

 L
. C

a
lle

y
, 

ch
arg

ed
 w

ith
 p

rem
ed

itated
 

m
u
rd

er o
f at least 1

0
9
 S

o
u
th

 
V

ietn
am

ese civ
ilian

s, co
u
ld

 
not get a fair trial if publicity 
about the incident continues, 
th

e m
ilitary

 
atto

rn
ey

s fo
r 

both the prosecution and the 
defense sought an injunction 
here. 

U
nsigned 

T
he three judges, in an un-

sig
n
ed

 o
p
in

io
n
, said

 y
ester-

d
ay

: 

"W
e n

eed
 n

o
t ex

p
lo

re th
e 

pow
er of this court, or of any 

other tr i b u n a 1, to im
pose 

pre-publication lim
itations by 

w
ay

 o
f in

ju
n
ctio

n
, o

r o
th

er-
w

ise, u
p
o
n
 th

e freed
o
m

 o
f 

speech and of press. 
"N

o
r d

o
 th

e facts req
u
ire 

u
s to

 p
ro

p
o
u
n
d
 ru

les fo
r th

e 
reso

lu
tio

n
, p

rio
r to

 trial, o
f 

anticipated conflicts betw
een 

th
e
 in

d
iv

id
u
a
l's rig

h
t to

 a
 

fair traial an
d
 th

e rig
h
ts o

f 
freed

o
m

 o
f sp

eech
 an

d
 o

f 
p
ress." 

Jo
se

p
h
 L

. R
a
u
h
 Jr., a

 
p
ro

m
in

en
t W

ash
in

g
to

n
 law

-
y
e
r, e

x
p
re

sse
d
 

w
h
at h

e 
th

o
u
g
h
t w

as th
e p

rev
ailin

g
 

o
p
in

io
n
 o

f th
e leg

al p
ro

fes-
sion here. 

P
ublicity P

lay 
"It w

ould have been an ab-
so

lu
te o

u
trag

e fo
r th

e co
u
rt 

to have told the new
s m

edia 
th

at it co
u
ld

 n
o
t p

rin
t an

d
 

b
ro

a
d
c
a
st th

e
 n

e
w

s," h
e
 

said
. "It w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 a 
clear v

io
latio

n
 o

f th
e F

irst 
A

m
endm

ent." 
R

au
h
 said

 it is sim
p
ly

 n
o
t 

p
o
ssib

le to
 sto

p
 th

e p
ap

ers 
from

 printing the new
s, once 

it's 
o
u
t. In

 h
is o

p
in

io
n
, th

e 
A

rm
y
 law

y
ers m

u
st h

av
e 

k
n
o
w

n
 th

ey
 d

id
 n

o
t stan

d
 a 

chance but w
ere engaging in 

this exercise as "a publicity 
stunt in a m

ove to slow
 dow

n 
criticism

." 

A
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alls 
M

assacre 
`R

ubbish' 
S

O
N

G
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Y
 (V

ietn
am
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(U

P
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 A
n A

ustralian offi-
cer said

 to
d
ay

 th
e w

o
m

en
 o

f 
M

y
 L

ai h
am

let, a p
art o

f th
e 

S
o
n
g
 M

y
 co

m
p
lex

, "k
n
ew

 
h
o
w

 to
 cu

t th
ro

ats an
d
 th

e 
ch

ild
ren

 co
u
ld

 strip
 d

o
w

n
 a 

w
eapon like professionals." 
C

ap
t. Jo

h
n
 N

elso
n
, 2

6
, 

a 
S

p
e
c
ia

l F
o
rc

e
s a

d
v
ise

r to
 

S
o
u
th

 V
ietn

am
ese tro

o
p
 s, 

said he thought reports of an 
A

m
erican

 m
assacre ag

ain
st 

th
e civ

ilian
s o

f M
y
 L

ai w
ere 

"ru
b
b
ish

." 
"I d

o
n
't b

eliev
e a m

assa-
cre ev

er h
ap

p
en

ed
," N

elso
n
 

to
ld

 a n
ew

sm
an

. "I'v
e b

een
 

in
 th

e field
 aro

u
n
d
 h

ere fo
r 

fo
u
r m

o
n
th

s, an
d
 th

is is th
e 

first I'v
e h

eard
 o

f an
y
 m

as-
sacre. T

hat place w
as in ene-

m
y
 territo

ry
." 

N
elso

n
, w

h
o
 h

as 
b
een

 in
 

V
ietnam

 1
8
 m

o
n
th

s, said
 h

e 
b
eliev

ed
 rep

o
rts o

f th
e m

as-
sacre could m

ake com
m

and-
ers relu

ctan
t to

 carry
 o

u
t o

r-
d
e
rs if th

e
y
 e

n
d
 u

p
 w

ith
 

"th
e
ir h

id
e
s ta

c
k
e
d
 to

 th
e
 

w
all."  

in
cid

en
t to

 refrain
 fro

m
 d

is-
c
u
ssin

g
 e

v
id

e
n
tia

ry
 m

a
t-

ters." 
F

irst L
t. W

illiam
 L

. C
alley 

Jr. is aw
aitin

g
 co

u
rt-m

artial 
a
t F

t. B
e
n
n
in

 g
, G

a
., o

n
 

c h
 ar g

 e s o
f p

rem
ed

itated
 

It to
o
k
 th

e p
o
sitio

n
 th

at it 
w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t b

e ap
p
ro

p
riate to

 
p
ro

v
id

e fu
rth

er d
etails so

 as 
"not to prejudice the continu-
i n

 g
 in

v
estig

atio
n
 an

d
 th

e 
rights of the accused." 

T
h
e A

rm
y
 later relen

ted
. 

after publication of a num
ber 

o
f in

terv
iew

s w
ith

 fo
rm

er 
m

em
bers of C

alley's platoon, 
an

d
 p

ro
v
id

ed
 a d

etailed
 re-

port on the circum
stances to 

C
ongress and the press. 
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th
e
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4
 so

ld
ie

rs a
 n

 d
 e

x
-

so
ld

iers u
n
d
er in

v
estig

atio
n
 

in
 th

e alleg
ed

 m
assacre at 

S
ong M

y or to nam
e any oth-

er m
em

b
ers o

f th
e p

lato
o
n
 

and com
pany involved. 

A
rm

y
 reg

u
latio

n
s p

ro
h
ib

it 
id

en
tify

in
g
 w

itn
esses o

r p
o
-

ten
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esses in

 c o
 u
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 m

urder of at least 109 V
iet-

T
he A

rm
y refuses to identify nam

ese civilians. 
 

S
taff S

g
t. D

av
id

 M
itch

ell 
h
as b

een
 ch

arg
ed

 w
ith

 as-
sau

lt w
ith

 in
ten

t to
 co

m
m

it 
m

u
rd

er an
d
 F

t. H
o
o
d
, T

ex
. 

officials w
ill decide w

hether 
he should be tried. 

T
he A

rm
y has said 24 oth-

ers are 
under investigation, 

n
in

e o
f th

em
 still in

 serv
ice. 

b
u
t h

as refu
sed

 to
 p

ro
v
id

e 
m

a
rtia

l c
a
se

s, a
n
 A

rm
y
 a

n
y
 o

th
e
r in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 a

b
o
u
t 

spokesm
an said. 	

suspects or w
itnesses. 

H
e
 sa

id
 r e

le
 a

 se
 o

f th
e
 F

o
r so

m
e
 tim

e
, th

e
 A

rm
y
 

nam
es "w

ould tend to aid 	
refused to say anything at all 

o
latio

n
s o

f th
e o

rd
er" issu

ed
 ab

o
u
t th

e C
alley

 case, ex
cep

t 
b
y
 th

e m
ilitary

 ju
d
g
e in

 th
e to

 ack
n
o
w

led
g
e h

e h
ad

 b
een

 
C

alle y
 co

u
rt-m

artial case ch
arg

ed
 fo

r o
ffen

ses alleg
ed

-
d
irectin

g
 th

at "all w
itn

esses ly
 co

m
m

itted
 ag

ain
st civ

il-
w

h
o
 h

av
e k

n
o
w

led
g
e o

f th
e ian

s in
 V

ietn
am

 in
 M

arch
 

1968. 


