
A
sso

ciated
 P

ress 

R
o
n
ald

 L
. H

aeb
erle as h

e to
ld

 o
f p

h
o
to

g
rap

h
in

g
 scen

es at 
S

o
n
g

m
y
 d

u
rin

g
 alleg

ed
 slay

in
g
s. H

e w
as th

en
 in

 th
e A

rm
y
. 

C
.S

i 6, 

T
H

E
 N

E
W

 Y
O

R
K

 T
IM

E
S
, S

A
T

U
R

D
A

Y
, N

O
V

E
M

B
E

R
 2

9
,  

Som
e R

eap F
inancial R

eturns F
rom

 A
lleged M

assacre at Songm
y 

w
 • 

w
ere am

o
n

g
 th

o
se th

at d
is- "less th

an
 $

2
5

,0
0

0
," acco

rd
in

g
 

to
 an

 au
th

o
ritativ

e so
u
rce. In

- 
cluded in the package; w

ere M
r. 

E
szterhas's services in the prep-

aration of L
ife's 10-page layout 

on the S
ongm

y incident, w
hich 

w
ill ap

p
ear in

 th
e issu

e th
at 

com
es out next M

onday. 
M

r. H
aeb

erle m
ad

e sep
arate 

d
eals w

ith
 S

tern
, a W

est G
er- 

m
an

 m
ag

azin
e, rep

o
rted

ly
 fo

r 
$
7
,0

0
0
, an

d
 th

e S
u
n
d
ay

 T
im

es 
o
f L

o
n
d
o
n
, fo

r a m
u
ch

 sm
aller 

am
o

u
n

t o
f m

o
n

ey
, an

d
 cc-m

-
ice, a sm

all W
ash

in
g

to
n

 ag
en

-
tin

u
ed

 n
eg

o
tiatio

n
s w

ith
 o

th
er 

potential buyers. 
S

ey
m

o
u

r M
. H

ersh
, a p

rin
-

cip
al in

 D
isp

atch
 N

ew
s S

erv
-

cy
, h

as w
ritten

 tlftee articles 
b
ased

 o
n
 in

terv
iew

s w
ith

 v
et-

erans of C
om

pany C
, w

hich-  D
is-

p
atch

 h
as sy

n
d

icated
- to

 ab
o

u
t 

35 new
spapers- for about $100 

a
n
 a

rtic
le

, it w
a
s re

lia
b
ly

 
leafried

. E
u
ro

p
ean

 rig
h
ts w

ere 
so

ld
 to

 T
h
e T

im
es o

f L
o
n
d
o
n
 

for an undisclosed sum
. 

S
um

 'in F
ive F

igures' 
O

ne of M
r. H

ersh's interview
 

articles w
as w

ith
 P

au
l D

av
id

 
M

ead
lo

, w
h
o
 w

as in
terv

iew
ed

 
o
n
 C

.B
.S

. telev
isio

n
 an

d
 rad

io
 

the night of N
ov. 19. A

 spokes-
m

an
 fo

r M
r. H

ersh
 said

 th
at 

C
.B

.S
. had paid D

ispatch a sum
 

"
in

 fiv
e
 fig

u
re

s,' b
u
t M

r. 
H

ersh
's law

y
ers refu

sed
 co

m
-

m
e
n
t o

n
 re

p
o
rts

 th
a
t th

e
 

am
ount w

as $10,000. 
A

 spokesm
an for C

.B
.S

. said 
that, by w

ritten agreem
ent w

ith 
D

ispatch, M
r. M

eadlo w
as to re-

ceiv
e n

o
 m

o
n
ey

 fo
r th

e in
ter-

v
ie

w
. M

r. H
e
rsh

 sa
id

, "O
f 

co
u
rse w

e d
id

n
't p

ay
 M

ead
lo

 
fo

r th
e in

terv
iew

—
h

e w
an

ted
 

to
 g

e
t a

 b
u

rd
e
n

 o
ff h

is c
o

n
-

scien
ce, an

d
 w

e
, arran

g
ed

 fo
r 

h
im

 to
 d

o
 so

, a
fte

r w
a
rn

in
g
 

him
 that anything he said could 

be used against him
 later." 

M
r. M

eadlo confirm
ed he had 

receiv
ed

 n
o

 m
o

n
ey

 fo
r th

e in
-

te
rv

ie
w

, b
u
t h

e
 th

e
n
 to

ld
 a

 
p
ro

sp
e
c
tiv

e
 in

te
rv

ie
w

e
r, "I 

ain't talking to nobody now
 un-

l ess th
ey

 p
ay

." 

b
ro

k
e, h

e to
o

k
 h

is p
ictu

res to
 

Jo
sep

h
 E

szterh
as, a rep

o
rter 

fo
r th

e C
lev

elan
d

 P
lain

 D
ealer 

w
h

o
m

 h
e m

et w
h

ile b
o

th
 at-

ten
d
ed

 O
h
io

 U
n
iv

ersity
. T

h
e 

P
lain

 D
ealer p

rin
ted

 eig
h
t o

f 
h

is p
ic

tu
re

s o
n

 N
o

v
. 2

0
. A

 
sp

o
k

esm
an

 fo
r th

e n
ew

sp
ap

er 
said

 th
at M

r. H
aeb

erle h
ad

 n
o
t 

b
een

 p
aid

 fo
r th

e p
ictu

res b
u
t 

th
at th

e n
ew

sp
ap

er h
ad

 ag
reed

 
to

 co
p

y
rig

h
t th

em
 in

 h
is n

am
e. 

S
et U

p
 H

ead
q

u
arters 

O
n

 th
e n

ig
h

t o
f N

o
v

. 2
0

 M
r. 

H
aeb

erle an
d
 M

r. E
szterh

as 
flew

 to
 N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 an
d
 set u

p
 

h
ead

q
u
arters in

 R
o
o
m

 8
0
1
 o

f 
the G

otham
 H

otel. T
hey invited 

b
id

s fo
r 1

8
 co

lo
r slid

es an
d

, 
fo

r th
e n

ex
t th

ree d
ay

s, b
ar-

g
ain

ed
 w

ith
 rep

resen
tativ

es o
f 

m
ag

azin
es, n

ew
sp

ap
ers an

d
 

syndicates. 
F

ro
m

 p
articip

an
ts in

 th
e n

e- 

B
y A

L
B

IN
 K

R
E

B
S 

T
he alleged S

ongm
y m

assacre 
h

i S
o

u
th

 V
ietn

am
 h

as b
ro

u
g

h
t 

fin
an

cial retu
rn

s to
 so

m
e o

f its 
eyew

itnesses and others. 
A

 fo
rm

er co
m

b
at p

h
o

to
g

ra-
p
h
er w

h
o
 to

o
k
 p

ictu
res o

f v
ic-

tim
s o

f th
e alleg

ed
 m

assacre 
h
as so

ld
 th

em
 fo

r an
 estim

ated
 

$
4
0
,0

0
0
, alth

o
u
g
h
 h

e o
rg

in
ally

 
sought $100,000. 
- A

 sm
all n

ew
s serv

ice b
ased

 
in W

ashington has sold the ex-
clu

siv
e sto

ry
 o

f a fo
rm

er so
l-

d
ier, w

h
o

 said
 h

e h
ad

 k
illed

 
m

any of the civilian victim
s, to 

a telev
isio

n
 n

etw
o

rk
 fo

r a su
m

 
"in

 fiv
e fig

u
res," rep

o
rted

 to
 

be $10,000. 
S

o
m

e
 o

f th
e
 su

rv
iv

o
rs o

f 
C

om
any C

, F
irst B

attalion, 20th 
Ihfantry, of the A

m
erical D

ivi-
sio

n
's 1

1
th

 In
fan

try
 B

rig
ad

e, 
th

e
 o

u
tfit sa

id
 to

 h
a
v
e
 b

e
e
n
 

in
v
o
lv

ed
 in

 th
e alleg

ed
 m

ass 
killings in M

arch, 1968, origin-
ally

 to
ld

 th
eir sto

ries w
ith

o
u

t 
b
e
in

g
 p

a
id

 b
u
t a

re
 n

o
w

 d
e
-

m
anding m

oney for interview
s. 

O
n
e w

h
o
 h

as receiv
ed

 p
ay

-
m

en
t is R

o
n
ald

 L
. H

aeb
erle, a 

28-year-old C
leveland business-

m
an w

ho w
as assigned to C

om
-

pany C
 as a public inform

ation 
serg

ean
t at th

e tim
e o

f th
e in

-
cident. U

sed T
w

o C
am

eras 
H

aeb
erle said

 th
at, as 

th
e v

illag
e o

f S
o

n
g

m
y

 w
as at-

t'a'ck
ed

, h
e to

o
k

 fo
u

r ro
lls o

f 
b

lack
-an

d
-w

h
ite 3

5
-m

m
. film

, 
w

in
g
 h

is A
rm

y
 cam

era, an
d
 

then, using his ow
n cam

era and 
35-m

m
. color film

 took one and 
a half rolls of pictures for him

-
se

lf. H
e
 sa

id
 h

e
 h

a
d
 tu

rn
e
d
 

th
e b

lack
-an

d
-w

h
ite film

 o
v

er 
to

 h
is su

p
e
rio

rs a
n

d
 th

a
t h

e
 

h
ad

 n
o
 id

ea w
h
at h

ap
p
en

ed
 to

 
the film

. 
A

fter his discharge, M
r. H

ae-
berle show

ed color slides taken 
fro

m
 h

is film
 ro

lls a
t c

iv
ic

 
m

eetings in the C
leveland area, 

b
u
t "th

ey
 cau

sed
 n

o
 co

m
m

o
-

tio
n

," h
e said

. A
fter th

e fu
ro

r 
o

v
e
r th

e
 S

o
n

g
m

y
 in

c
id

e
n

t  

g
o

tiatio
n

s, it w
as learn

ed
 th

at 
M

r. H
aeberle and M

r. E
szterhas 

o
rig

in
ally

 h
o

p
ed

 to
 g

et at least 
$
1
0
0
,0

0
0
 fo

r th
e p

ictu
res an

d
 

M
r. H

aeb
erle's ey

ew
itn

ess ac-
count. 

T
hey m

ust have know
n they 

h
a
d
 th

e
 h

o
tte

st p
riv

a
te

 film
 

for sale since A
braham

 Z
aprud-

er ask
ed

 fo
r b

id
s o

n
 h

is co
lo

r 
m

ovies of P
resident K

ennedy's 
assassin

atio
n
," said

 o
n
e m

ag
a-

zin
e ed

ito
r, w

h
o
 ask

ed
 fo

r an
-

onym
ity. 

B
o
th

 th
e A

sso
ciated

 P
ress 

an
d
 U

n
ited

 P
ress In

tern
atio

n
al 

so
o
n
 m

ad
e it clear to

 th
e tw

o
 

C
levelanders that they w

ere not 
w

illin
g

 to
 p

ay
 m

o
re th

an
 $

2
0

,-
000 for w

orld rights to the pic-
tures. 

T
he N

ew
 Y

ork T
im

es, N
ew

s-
w

eek
 an

d
 rep

resen
tativ

es o
f 

sev
eral E

u
ro

p
ean

 p
u

b
licatio

n
s  

cussed the possible purchase of 
th

e rig
h
ts to

 th
e p

ictu
res. T

h
e 

T
im

es d
ecid

ed
 N

o
v
. 2

0
 th

at it 
d

id
 n

o
t w

ish
 to

 p
articip

ate in
 

an
y
 arran

g
em

en
t th

at in
v
o
lv

ed
 

th
e
 re

sa
le

 o
f th

e
 p

ic
tu

re
s to

 
o
th

er p
u
b
licatio

n
s. T

h
e n

ex
t 

d
ay

 T
h

e T
im

es m
ad

e th
e d

eci-
sio

n
 to

 p
rin

t a p
ictu

re as a m
at-

ter o
f p

u
b
lic in

terest an
d
 re-

p
rin

ted
 o

n
e p

ictu
re last S

atu
r-

d
ay

 fro
m

 T
h
e C

lev
elan

d
 P

lain
 

D
ealer. 
A

t o
n

e p
o

in
t, a co

n
so

rtiu
m

 
rep

resen
tin

g
 in

terests in
 th

e 
U

n
ited

 K
in

g
d
o
m

, th
e U

n
ited

 
S

tates, F
ran

ce, W
est G

erm
an

y
 

an
d

 Italy
 w

as ab
o

u
t read

y
 to

 
o
ffer $

1
2
5
,0

0
0
 b

u
t, b

ecau
se o

f 
legal doubts over ow

nership of 
th

e p
ictu

res, d
id

 n
o

t m
ak

e a 
firm

 offer. 
"T

here w
as a question, w

hich 
rem

ain
s, as to

 w
h

eth
er H

ae-
b
erle actu

ally
 o

w
n
s th

e p
ic-

tures, since he took them
 w

hile 
a
 so

ld
ie

r," o
n
e
 b

id
d

e
r sa

id
. 

"A
lso

, th
ere w

as so
m

e h
esi-

tatio
n
 o

n
 th

e p
art o

f so
m

e n
e-

g
o

tiato
rs as to

 th
e p

ro
p

riety
 o

f 
sellin

g
 w

o
rld

 rig
h

ts to
 atro

city
 

pictures." 
L

ife, fo
r ex

am
p

le, b
o

u
g

h
t 

N
o
rth

 A
m

e
ric

a
n
 m

a
g
a
z
in

e
 

rig
h
ts b

u
t d

e
c
lin

e
d
 to

 b
u
y
 

w
orld rights because this w

ould 
h

av
e in

v
o

lv
ed

 resale to
 o

th
er 

publications. 
P

hotographs A
re P

rinted 
O

n
 N

o
v
. 2

1
, T

h
e N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 
P

o
st, o

n
 leg

al ad
v
ice, also

 d
e-

c
id

e
d

 th
a
t a

 c
o

m
b

a
t p

ic
tu

re
 

tak
en

 b
y
 an

 A
rm

y
 p

h
o
to

g
ra-

p
h
er w

as p
u
b
lic p

ro
p
erty

, an
d
 

printed pictures from
 T

he P
lain 

D
ealer, 
O

ther new
spapers, both here 

and abroad, particularly in E
ng-

land, also printed pictures from
 

T
he P

lain D
ealer. "A

ll of a sud-
d

en
 H

aeb
erle's p

rize p
ack

ag
e 

w
asn

't w
o
rth

 as m
u
ch

 as b
e-

fo
re," o

n
e n

eg
o

tiato
r recalled

. 
T

h
e 1

8
 slid

es w
ere ev

en
tu

al-
ly

 so
ld

 to
 L

ife m
ag

azin
e fo

r 


