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By United Press International 

Laird Says Top Army Officials 
Knew About Alleged Massacre 

Representative Gerald R. Ford, 
House Republican leader, said 
yesterday that "top Army offi-
cials knew about" the alleged 
massacre of South Vietnamese 
civilians in the village of Song-
my in the period immediately 
following the incident in 
March, 1968. 

The Michigan Republican told 
a news conference in the New 
York Hilton shortly before ad-
dressing a meeting of the Man-
ufacturing Chemists Associa-
tion that the delay in investi-
gating the incident was "re-
grettable." 

"This alleged massacre took 
place about a year and a half 
ago," Mr. Ford said. "I'm sur-
prised that the previous Admin-
istration covered it uP." 

In answer to a question, he 
said he did not know if former 

'
President Johnson or then Sec- 

retary of Defense Clark Clifford 
were ever aware of the alleged 
massacre, but he added, "Top 
Army officials knew about it, 
I know." 

"I don't want to name indi-
viduals." 

Comment by Laird 
By E. W. KENWORTHY 
. Special to The mw bock Times 

WASHINGTON, Nov. 25—In 
the first direct comment by a 
high Administration official, 
Secretary of Defense Melvin R. 
Laird said that he had been 
"shocked and sick" when he 
first head of the alleged shoot-
ing 11 months after it was said 
to have occurred. 

He made this comemnt in 
reply to a question by Senator 
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J. W. Fulbright during a seven-
hour session with the For-
eign Relations Committee last 
Wesdnesday. 

Secretary Laird did not im-
mediately answer the question 
but sent a written reply for in-
sertion in the hearing record. 
The reply was received yester-
day and made public by Senator, 
Fuibright today with Mr. Laird's 
consent. 

In a telephone interview to-
day, Mr. Clark M. Clifford, who,  
was Secretary of Defense at the 
time of the alleged massacre,!  
said: 

"I had never heard of it be-
fore until the story broke in the 
newspapers. It had never been 
brought to my attention. I am 
assuming that it had never been 
brought to the attention of the 
Secretary of the Army, because 
if it had been, I think he would 
have taken it up with me." 

Mr. Clifford went on to say: 
"As far as the facts, are con-
cerned, I will wait until they 
are subjected to the two,  im-
portant test of evidence taken 
under oath and a searching 
cross-examination." 

Secretary Laird told the com-
mittee that, under the Ameri-
can system of jurisprudence 
and the provisions of the Uni-
form Code of Military Justice, 
he could not comment on the 
alleged shootings or on Lieu-
tenant Calley and Staff Sgt. 
David Mitchell of St. Francis-
ville, La., who has been 
charged with assault with in-
tent to kill 30 persons. No de-
cision has yet been announced 
as to whether Sergeant Mitchell 
will stand trial. 

However, Mr. Laird said he 
wanted "to make clear, be-
yond any doubt, that the 
Nixon Administration is de-
termined to insure absolute 
compliance with our orders and 
with the laws of war." 

Secretary Laird told the 
committee that he had not 
heard about the alleged mur-
ders until early April of this 
year. This was a month after 
Ronald Ridenhour, a 23-year-
old student who had been a 
soldier in Vietnam, wrote to the 
President, Mr. Laird, 23 mem-
bers of Congress and a half 
dozen other officials. In his 
letter, he set fourth what a 
friend had told him of the 
alleged Songmy massacre by 
members of the First Platoon, 
C Company, 1st Battalion, 20th 
Infantry of the 11th Infantry 
Brigade. 

Mr. Laird gave no reason to 
the committee why the alleged 
incident had not been brought 
to his attention sooner by the 
Army, nor why the report of 
an investigation made by the 
11th Brigade in April, 1968, 
had not been sent to the De-
partment of the Army in Wash-
ington. 

This report, according to the 
Army, concluded that no dis-
ciplinary action was appropri-
ate and no further action was 
required. In a statement pro-
vided to the Senate Foreign Re-
lations Committee today, the 
Army said: "The matter [mean-
ing the alleged incident and the 
original investigatory report] 
was not brought to the atten- 

tion of the Department of the 
Army [in Washington], there 
being no apparent requirement 
for doing so." 

The Army has refused to say 
who conducted the original in-
vestigation in.. April 1968. But 
yesterday it announced that 
Secretary Resor had named 
Lieut. Gen. William R. Peers 
"to determine the adequacy of 
both the investigation and its 
subsequent review." 
The Armed Services Commit-
tees of the Senate and the 
House of Representatives today 
summoned Secretary of the 
Army Stanley R. Resor to tes-
tify tomorrow on the alleged 
mass killing of South Vietnam 
villagers in Quangngai Province 
in March, 1968. 

Mr. Resor, who was also 
Secretary of the Army when 
the alleged shooting took place, 
will be accompanied by Robert 
E. Jordan 3d, general counsel of the Army. 

At Fort Benning, Ga., the 
Army has announced that First 
Lieut. William L. Calley Jr. 
would be given a general court 
martial on charges of premedi-
tated murder. In the specifica-
tions, Lieutenant Calley is 
charged with killing—"unlaw-
fully" and "without justification 
or excuse"-109 men, women 
and children in the village of 
Songmy, which the Army called 
Mylai 4, on or about March 16, 
1968. 

In the Senate today Senators 
Peter H. Dominick, Republican 
of Colorado, and Ernest F. Hol-
lings, Democrat of South Caro-
lina, strongly criticized the Co-
lumbia Broadcasting System for 
carrying an interview with a 
former member of the infantry 
unit that allegedly shot the un-
armed civilians during a sweep 
of Songmy. 
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