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SAIGON, South Vietnam, Nov. 

25—Senator Tran Van Don, an 
opposition leader who is chair-
man of the Senate Defense Com-
mittee, said today that be would 
send an investigating panel to,  
Quangngai Province to gather 
evidence on the alleged mas-
sacre of civilians by American 
troops in March, 1968. 

But President Nguyen Van 
Thieu's spokesman reaffirmed 
that as far as the t overmnent 
was concerned the case was 
closed. "We have classified it as 
an act of war," the spokesman, 
Hong. Xuan- Nha, said. 

Mr. Nha commented on the 
decision by the United State's 
Arzlys, following a preliminary 
investigation,-to try First Lieut. 
William L. Calley Jr. on murder 
charges involving 109 civilians. 
Staff Sgt. David Mitchell faces 
a possible court-martial on 
charges of assault with intent 
to murder. A number of other 
present or former soldiers are 
under investigation. 

[The North Vietnamese 
Foreign Ministry accused the 
United States of genocide in 
connection with the incident 
at Songmy.] 
In a communiqué last Satur-

day, the Saigon Government 
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dismissed the massacre charges 
as "totally false" and said that 
the dead in the village of Song-
my were 125 Vietcong and 20 
civilians killed, all by aerial 
bombardment. Reports have 
put the massacre toll as high 
as 567. 

The Government acted in the 
face of a number of statements 
to the press by Vietnamese who 
said they had survived the slay-
ings and by Americans who said 
they had observed them. Ac-
cording to the accounts, the vic-
tims, among them women and 
children died as a result of 
point-blank small-arms fire. 

Senator Don, a retired gen-
eral and a former chief of staff 
and Defense Minister, said the 
Government statement merely 
proved that President Thieu was 
"the valet of the Americans, 
who are his sole support." 

The Senator said that he was 
as reluctant as the Government 
to furnish propaganda assist-
ance to the Communists but 
that the. Government s 
have refrained from saying any-
thing until sufficient evidence 
was in hand. 

For that reason, he said, he 
will ask the Defense Committee 
at its next meeting, on Thurs-
day, to appoint one or two 
members to conduct an inde-
pendent investigation. He said 
he would accept the mission 
himself if other duties per-
mitted. 

Senator Don's hold over the 
committee is such that approval 
of his requests is considered 
certain. 

He disclosed in an interview 
that he requested the files 
on the case from the Defense 
Department yesterday. More-
over, he said that he had sent 
an official of the National Sal-
vation Front, an opposition 
group of which he is chairman, 
to Quangngai to look into the 
case. 

Officials of the organizing 
committee for the National 
Buddhist Convention, to be held 
here later this week, said that 
both the American troops and 
the Thieu Government would 
be strongly criticized at the op-
position meeting. 

A feeling is widespread in 

South Vietnamese circles that 
President Thieu acted precipi-
tately in denying the massacre 
charges in toto. Political figures 
find it absurd that the United 
States is prosecuting Lieuten-
ant Calley in the murder of 

amese citizens in Vietnam 
while the Saigon Government 
asserts that no murder has 
been committed. 

There is a suspicion also that 
the Government statement was 
based not on any investigation 
adequate to the gravity of the 
accusations but on the reitera-
tion by Maj. Gen. Hoang Xuan 
Lam, commander of the region 
concrned, of his assessenuit of 
the case. 

A number of members of the 
House of Representatives also 
expressed dissatisfaction with 
the Government's attitude, but 
their views have not been 
voiced on the floor of either 
house of the legislature. 

The apparent lack of urgency 
in rising to the challenge of 
the atrocity charge corres-
ponds, in the view of some Viet- 
namese politicians and foreign 
observers, to a fatalistic atti-
tude, born of the war, toward 
loss of life. The Vietnamese ex-
plain it, regretfully, as a dimin-
ished capacity for moral out-
rage on the part of a population 
that has endured a quarter of a 
century of fighting in which 
neither side has made much 
distinction between combatant 
and civilian. 


