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Ex-GI Says He 
Was Ordered to 
Kill Civilians 

By Seymour M. Hersh 
Lopiright, 1969, Dispatch News Inc. and The Chronicle 

Terre Haute, Ind. 

A 22-year-old former GI told in interviews yes-
terday how he calmly executed, under orders, many 

t  South Vietnamese civilians during the U.S. Army 
attack on the village of Song My in March, 1968. 

He estimated that he and his fellow soldiers shot 
370 villagers during the operation. 

Paul Meadlo of West Terre 
Haute, Ind., a farm com-
munity near the Illinois bor-
der, gave an eyewitness ac-
count—the first made avail-
able thus far—of what hap-
pened when a platoon led by 
Lieutenant William L. Cal-
ley Jr. entered a village—
known to GIs as Pinkville-
on a search-and-destroy mis-
sion. 

The Army has acknowl-
edged that at least 100 civil-
ians were killed by the men; 
Vietnamese survivors h a d 
told newsmen that the death 
toll was 567. 

Meadlo, who was wounded 
by an enemy land mine the 
day after the Pinkville inci-
dent, said that the company 
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captain, Ernest Medina, was 
in the area at the time of the 
shootings and made no at-
tempt to stop them. 

Calley, 26, of Miami, has 
been accused of the premedi-
tated murder of 109 civilians 
in the incident; Medina, as 
commander of the 11th Infan-
try Brigade unit, is under in-
vestigation for his role in the 
shootings. 

Last week the Army said 
that at least 24 other men are 
under investigation, includ-
ing Calley 's chief non-
commissioned officer, S e r-
geant David Mitchell, 29, of 
St. Francisville, La., who is 
being investigated for assault 
with intent to commit mur-
der. 

STORY 
Here is Meadlo's story as 

given during interviews at 
his mother's home: 

"There was supposed to 
have been some Viet Cong in 
Pinkville and we began to 
make a sweep through it. 
Once we got there we began 
gathering up the people . . . 
started putting them in big 
mobs. There /must have been 
about 40 or 45 civilians stand-
ing in one big circle in the 
middle of the village . . . 
Calley told me and a couple 
of other guys to watch  

them." 
" 'You know what I want 

you to do with them,' he 
said," Meadlo related. He 
and the others continued to 
guard the group. About ten 
minutes later Calley came 
back. 'Get with it; he said. 'I 
want them dead.' 

SHOOTING 
"So we stood about 10 or 15 

feet away from them, then 
he (Calley) started shooting 
them. Then he told me to 
start shooting them . . . I 
'started to shoot them, but the 
other guys (who had been as-
signed to guard the civilians) 
wouldn't do it. 

"So we (Meadlo and Cal-
ley) went ahead and killed 
them. I used more than a 
whole clip — actually I used 
four or five clips (there are 
17 M-16 shells in a clip)," 
Meadlo said. He estimated 
that he killed at least 15 civil-
ians — or nearly half of those 
collected in the circle. 

Asked what he thought at 
the time, Meadlo said, "I 
just thought we were sup-
posed to do it." Later, the 
young man said that the 
shooting "did take a load off 
my conscience for the bud-
dies we'd lost. It was just re-
venge, that's all it was." 

The company had been in 
the field for 40 days without 
relief before the Pinkville in- 
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He said he followed orders 

cident on March 16, and had 
lost a number of men to 
mines. Hostility to the Viet-
namese was high among the 
company, Meadlo said. 

The killings continue d. 
"We had about seven or 
eight civilians gathered in a 
hootch (dwelling), and I was 
going to throw a hand gren-
ade in. But someone told us 
to take them to the ditch (a 
drainage ditch in the village 
into which many civilians 
were reportedly herded and 
shot). 

"Calley was there and said 
to me, `Meadlo, we've got an-
other job to do.' So we 
pushed our seven to eight 
people in with the big bunch 
of them. And so I began 
shooting them all. So d i d 
Mitchell Calley . . . (at this 
point Meadlo could not re-
member any more men in-
volved). I guess I shot may-
be 25 or 20 people in the 
ditch. 

GRENADE 
"After the ditch, there 

were just some people in 
hootches. I knew there were 
some people down in one 
hootch, maybe two or three, 
so I just threw a hand gren-
ade in." 

Meadlo is a tall, clean-cut 
son of an Indiana coal mine 
worker, who married his 
high school sweetheart in 
suburban Terre Haute, began 
rearing a fmily (he has two 
children) and got drafted. He 
had been in Vietnam only 
four months at the time of 
Pinkville. On the next day, 
March 17, his foot was blown 
off, when, while following 
Calley on an operation, a 
land mine was triggered. 

As Meadlo was waiting to 
be evacuated, other men in 
the company had reported, 
he told Calley that "this was 
his (Meadlo's) punishment 
for what he had done the day 



company commander Medi-
na promised a good fire 
fight. 

Caney and his pl a t o on 
were assigned the key role of 
entering the Pinkville area 
first. "When we came in we 
thought we were being fired 
upon," Meadlo said, although 
the company suffered no cas-
ualties, apparently because 
the Viet Cong had fled the 
area during the night. 

`GOOK' 
"We came in from this 

open field, and somebody 
spotted this one gook out 
there. He was down in a shel-
ter scared and huddling . . . 
someone said 'There's a gook 
over here' and asked what to 
do with him. Mitchell said, 
`Shoot him,' and he did. The 
gook was standing up and 
shaking and waving his arms 
when he got it. 

"Then we came onto this 
hootch, and one door was 
hard to open." 

Meadlo said he crashed 
through the door and "found 
an old man in there shaking. 
I told them I got one and it 
was Mitchell who told me to 
shoot him. That was the first 
man I shot. He was shaking 
his head, and waving his 
arms, trying to tell me not to 
shoot him." 

were supposed to do was kill 
the VC. Mitchell said we 
were just supposed to shoot 
he men." 

But women and children 
were shot. Meadlo estimated 
that at least 370 persons were 
shot to death that day. 
know it was far more than 
100 (as the Army now 
claims). I'm absolutely sure 
of that. There were bodies all 
around." 

He has some haunting 
memories, he says. "They 
didn't put up any fight or 
anything. The women hud-
dled against their children 
and took it. They brought 
their kids real close to their 
tomachs and hugged them, 
and put their bodies over 
them trying to save them. It 
didn't do much good." 

Two things puzzled him. 
He vigorously disputes the 
repeated reports of an artil-
lery barrage before the vil-
lage was approached. 

The South Vietnamese gov-
ernment said Saturday that 
20 civilians were killed in the 
P ink ville attack, most of 
them victims of tactical air 
raids or an artillery barrage 
laid down before the U.S. 
troops moved in. 

Meadlo is also curious 
about the role of Captain 

Story of Pinkville 
had attende a meeting the After the carnage, Meadlo I Medina in the incident. "I night before, at which time said, "I heard that all we don't know of the CO (com-

pany commander) gave the 
order to kill or not, but he 
was right there when it hap-
pened. Why didn't he stop it? 
He and Calley passed each 
other quite a few times that 
morning, but didn't say any-
thing. Me din a just kept 
marching around. He 
could've put a stop to it any-
time he wanted." 

As for Calley, Meadlo told 
of an incident a few weeks 
before Pinkville. "We saw 
this woman walking across 
this rice paddy and Calley 
said 'shoot her.' So we did. 
When we got there the girl 
was alive, had this hole in 
her side. Calley tried to get 
someone to shoot her again; 
I don't know if he did." 

In addition,  Calley and 
Medina had told the men be-
fore Pinkville, Meadlo said, 
"That if we ever shoot any 
civilians, we should go ahead 
and plant a hand grenade on 
them." 

Meadlo isn't sure, but he 
thinks the feel of death came 
quickly to the company once 
it got to Vietnam. 

"We were cautious at first, 
but as soon as the first man 
was killed, a new feeling 
came through the company 
. . . almost as if we all knew 
there was going to be a lot 
more killing." 

before," and warned accord-
ing to onlookers, that Calley 
would have his day of judg-
ment too. Asked about this, 
:Meadlo said he could not re-
member. 

DISABILITY 
Meadlo is back at a factory 

ob now in Terre Haute, 
fighting to keep a full disabil-
ty payment from the Veter-
ans Administration. The loss 
)f his right foot seems to 
bother him less than the loss 
A his self-respect. 

"This has made him awful 
nervous," said his mother, 
Myrtle Meadlo, 57, of New 
Goshen, Ind. "He seems like 
he just can't get over it." 

"I sent them a good boy 
and they made him a mur-
derer." 

Why did he do it? "We all 
were under orders," Meadlo 
said. "We all thought we 
were doing the right thing ... 
at the time it didn't bother 
me." 

He began having serious 
doubts that night about what 
he'd done at Pinkville. He 
says he still has them. "The 
kids and the women — they 
didn't have any right to die." 

"In the beginning," Meadlo 
said, "I just thought we were 
going to be murdering the 
Viet Cong." He, like other 
members of his company, 


