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Reaction

Held Slow

Reuter

A top Defense Department
official acknowledged yester-
day that the United States was
too slow in sending military
planes to search for the Amer-
ican freighter Mayaguez when
it was seized by Cambodian
forces last May. /

Deputy Defense - Secretary
William P. Clements Jr. made
the concession during testi-
mony before a House Interna-
tional Relations subcommittee
reviewing the administration’s
handling of the crisis. i

The Mayaguez incident}
touched off U.S. bombing at-
tacks against Cambodia in
what the administration por-
trayed as a test of America’s
determination to stand firm in
protecting its foreign inter-
ests.

© embassy in Jakarta at 5:12
" am. EDT, it was four hours|

Clements said that although
he believed the overall opera-
tion to free the ship and its 39-|
man crew was well done, he|
agreed with Rep. John H. Bu-|
chanan Jr. (R-Ala.) that mili-
tary recennaissance to locate
the ship could have been be-
gun earlier than it was.

_ Buchanan said that although
the Mayaguez issued a May-
‘day distress signzld, which was
relayed to Washington by the

hefore a search plane was dis-
patched from Thailand.

Clements suggested that
American commanders near
such trouble spots as Cambo-
dia, Laos and Vietnam have
become sensMive-to congres-
sional restrictions on military
operations there, which may
have restrainéd them some-
what. .

“I would like to think that
our response would have been
different in another part of
the world or under a different
set of circumstances,” Cle-
ments said.

Clements said the Defense
Department is working to
shorten the time it would take
reconnaissance planes to react
to any similar situation in the
future.




