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F:ght for Control of Islands

JUN 141975

Cambodidnand Viet Reds

Washington

Cambodian and Vietnam-
ese forces have exchanged
fire in a series of small-scale
battles during the past
month, according to recent
U.S. intelligence reports.

Some of these clashes are
believed to involve elements
of the regular North Viet-
namese army seeking to
establish control over the
same group of islands in the
Gulf of Siam where the
American container ship
Mayaguez was seized by the
Khmer Rouge May 12.

But some clashes have

also taken place on the main -

land, particularly in" the
Pa&rrots Beak” area ‘of
Vietnam . Cambodia border
which once provided . sanc-
tuary for Viet Cong troops
during the Indocﬂuna War

Detalls of the bmden sku-

mishing between the two
newly established Commun-
ist neighbors are sketchy,
but 1nte&ﬂ1gam:e sources. be-
lieve the main reason for
them is the petroleum de-
posit known to be under the
shallow waters of the Gulf
of Siam.

Nearly a dozen islands off
the Cambodian coast have
‘traditionally been’ contested
by the Khmer 'and the Viet-
namese, and ‘2 Tecent CIA
report cha;rax:temzed them as

“base points” for staking a
claim to the oil field nearby

The Mayaguez seazure is
regarded, ‘in retrospect, by
intelligence sources as an
accidental byproduct of the
Khmer Rouge effort te estab-
lish de facto armed control
over the disputed island

groups and the sea Iane< '

nearby.

Clash

Perhaps by coincidence,
the sharpest tighting  re-

ported so far took place on
Poulo Wai, the tiny island -
60 miles offshoz'e JTiear which -

the Mayaguez was selzed
According to tIns agcount,

which is believed to have

originated with Thai fisher-
men evidently operating as
U.S. agents, as many-as 200
North Vietnamese regulars
landed on ‘the. island. The
report is apparently. garbled
in many of its details, but
one account has it that two
U.S.-made helicopters took
part in the Vietnamese :‘as-
sault. Such helicopters were
captured by Communist

forces when they .defeated. .

the South Vietnamese.

The report does nof say
whether the Vietnamese took

over control of the island,
but intelligence sources in

Washingfon are in no doubt
that the Vietnamese had su-
perior forces at their dis-

‘posal. The outcome uncon-

firmed so far, is that the
island is now in Vietnamese
hands.

Apparenﬂy Iearmg a Viet-

faced gn Tang Island™ dur-

" and’ Chinese Wweapons. But.
,theyf i

:some of their equipment was
~evidently
. fighting on Poulo Wai and
“elsewlere in“ ﬂhe dlsputod
' group of Jslands

namese attack weeks -ago,
the Khaer Rouge had al-
ready installed a garrisen on
Poulo Wai when the Maya-
guez was seized there. U.S.
military - mte]thnce was
unprepared for. the size of
the garrison. the Marines

ing the rescue oaperatmn
May 15 ;

Tang 1sland .30 - miles
nearer the mamland than
Polulg:Wai, 1§ 7ot one of; the
contestecl; 1slands But
seems- < ‘dledk Ahe” Khmer
Rouge from ‘the. start were
takmg g* ‘t*ham&s Agith any |
offshore’ outpost ¢f their.
sovereignty. . ;

Infthe ‘official post mortefrt |
intelligence dnalysis  after
the “Mayaguéz  incident, it
was generally agreed the’

The, - Cantbotiang: used.

 these island bases to chal-

lenge all “kinds of interna-
tional shipping throughout
last month. But it now ap-
pears they were really wor-
ried about he Vienamese
whmhey‘i'emforeed their is-

: 1etnamese forces
ng; already well supplied
on fhe ground ‘with- Soviet

nherited massive
stores of ‘military- hardware, }
from the Soviet Vietnamese .|
navy and Air Force — and

involved : in ‘the

Los Angeles szes g
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