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Disputed ;Wuiers

Bangkok.

Thailand alerted its bor-
der police and reinforced its

naval forces off the south-’

eastern coast yesterday fol-
lowing a sea battle with
Cambodian gunboats.

Two patrol boats and a de-
stroyer-type vessel were dis-
patched to the disputed wa-
ters 200 milse southeast of
Bangkok, where a gun battle
erupted Thursday leaving
one Cambodian vessel sunk
and six Thai marine police
wounded, government
sources - said.

Police said a Thai gunboat
went to the rescue of a fish-
ing trawler, which had been
seized by the Khmer Rouge
about 20 miles off the Thai

coast. and ran into a hail of .

© dianr Wessels. "Ofe. of ‘the*
Khmer' ‘Rouge"” vesséls was'

sunk; but the Thais were uns: %

able: to rescue the flshmg

boat with .about 30 crewnien

aboard.

The fate of the fishermen

was not known.

The Khmer Rouge are the
Communist-led .- rebels leo
took oyer. Cambodla
April,

“Thai authorities said the

incident. occurred near the
Thai-controlled island of Kut
and inside Thailand’s terri-
torial water. But ‘both Cam-
bodia and Thailand claim. a
wedge. ;of - water extending
out fromt he southeastern
ironmer ‘
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Thai and Cambodlan vessels fought near Kut island e

~

occurred  in the - Gulf of
Siam, off the Cambocham
>eoast

Rouge Selzed power April 17.

The moSt dramatic was the -

seizure of the Amencéh

. merthant "vessel Mayaguez

last month and its recapture
by an American task force.
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