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U.S.NowReports15Dead

WASHINGTON, May 20—The
Jefense Department, in a cas-
lalty report that a spokesman
alled “as complete as we can
pake it,” said today that 15
umericans had been killed in
ast week’s operation to rescue
he Mayagiliez and its crew
rom the Cambodians.

The count also listed three
jarines as-Imissing in- action
md a total of .58 as wounded.
lesterday, the Pentagon re-
orted five dead, 16 missing
nd 49 wounded. .

The spokesman said that it/
ras possible that further in-
brmation could lead to the ad-
ibion of the missing marines
5 the list of those killed in ac-
fon and that a few more names
ould raise the total of wound-
K. But he indicated that to-
fay’s report was likely to stand
pr the immediate future.

Of those listed as killed in
iction, 11 were from the Manine|
‘orps, two from the Navy and
wo from the Air Force, The
rounded included 41 marines,
even from the Air Force and
wo from the Navy. &

The military assault was un-
krtaken last Wednesday to re-
over the Mayagiiez and its
yerw of 39.

. Another Question Raised

The defection of a. Cam-
jodian warship to Thailand last
veek, added still another to a
umber of unanswered ‘ques-
ions about the Mayagiiez inci-
fent.

A Pentagon spokesman, Jo-
eph Laitin, confirmed ‘today
hat a 170-foot submarine
haser with 40 Cambodians
board had been turned over!
o Thai authorities in the port
f Sattahip. ) )

But in answering questions
t a news briefing, Mr. .Lantm
aid he did not know if the
hip had taken part in the Cam-
wdian seizure of the Mayagiiez
m May 12. ol L

‘Members of ithe Cambodian
ressel’s crew apparently told
he Thais, at least initially, that
Heir vessel had taken part in
he seizure of the Mayagliez
#d that the crew had then
hrown a <Cambodian Com-
nunist soldier overboard and
miled for Thailand. = ;

Mr. Laitin said that the Pen,;
agon did not have “any: facts
n whether the submarine chas-
r, originally commissioned by
he United States Navy, had
layed any role in the Maya-
ilez incident.
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' No Mention of Craft

‘All previous accounts from
he crew of the Mayagiiez and
rom Administration officials on
he incident indicated that only
mall Cambodian gunboats and
ishing craft had participated
i the seizure. There was never
my mention of a vessel the
ize of the submarine chaser in
eports of the seizure and the
ubsequent American surveil-

.ance and recapture of the

Jayagiiez.

“These questions were raised
roncerning  the  submarine
‘Haser:

If the bigger vessel, which
ias been in Cambodian hands
lince the nineteen-fifties, was|
nvolved in the Mayagiiez in-|
tident, why was the involve-]
nent not reported? And why‘
lid its crew defect afterward?|

If it was not involved, why]
lid its crew members say so
vhen they reached Thailand?
WVhy did the Pentagon have no

irm information today about

the Cambodian submarine chas-|

|er, which reached Sattahip last
Iweek? )
| The Pentagon was able to
trace the background of the
submarine chaser, explaining
that it had passed from the
United States to the French
Navy and hen to the Cam-
bodian Navy ‘in the early
nineteen-fifties,

Pentagon spokesmen were
unable to give an explanation
of how a United States-made
patrol boat known to have been
used in the attack on the
Mayagiiez had been obtained by
ithe Cambodians.
| A photograph published in
today’s issue of the New York
Times and other newspapers,
taken by a Mayagiiez crew
|member at the time of the cap-
jture, showed a patrol boat of
\the Swift class alongside. The
‘Mayagliez.

Swifts Given to Saigon

Jane’s Fighting Ships ‘for
1973-1974 does not list any
ships of this class in the Cam-
bodian Navy. Jane’s indicates

that a number of the Swift craft
were given to the South Viet-

namese but gives no indication
that any were turned over to
Cambodia before the commu-
nist victory in that country.

A~ Pentagon  spokesman,
asked when and how the Cam-
bodians had obtained this pa-
trol boat, could not give an
answer. He said he would try to
check it out, but several hours

later he still was not able to
provide any information,
Meanwhile, interviews' today
with members of the Mayagiiez
crew members raised anew a
question whether the Cam-
bodians might have released
the ship and crew without a
military attack by the United
States. siak
Wilbert Bock, radio operator
on the Mayagiiez, said today
that Charles T. Miller, captain
of the ship, had rejected an
offer that he return with some
of his crew to his vessel the
night before the marine assault.
Mr. Bock, interviewed in San
Francisco while on his way
home to New Jersey, said that
the Cambodians had offered to

‘offer had been part of a plan

let Captain Miller send a radio
message to American forces to
call off the air attacks, Mr.
Bock seemed to believe that the

to free the crew. (3 AN7h~y

Another crew member, Emj
Puntillo of Kienosha, Wis, told
an interviewer in Hong Kong of
a Cambodian offer to send the
captain and seven crew /fmem-
bers back to the ship last| Tues-
day night. Captain Miller had
told of the offer and said he
had turned it down because he
did not want to split the crew
and because the boat to return
them to the Mayagiiez might
have been sunk by United
States planes.

But the Cambodian offer
would seem to suggest that, at
a minimum, the Cambodians
were willing to negotiate. ‘And
as Captain Miller suggested,
they might have let the Maya-
gliez and its crew go when they|
were:satisfied it was not a spy

Captain Miller has expressed
an opinion that the crew would
not have been rscued without
the marine assault. But his ac-

-count and those of his crew-:

men would seem at least to
raise a question of whether a
delay in the attack and further
attempts to mnegotiate with the
Cambodian captors might have
led to the release of the er
and ship without bloodshed.




