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By PHILIP SHABECQFF

Special to The New York Times

* WASHINGTON, May 19 —
Questions about casualty re-
ports and other matters related
to the Mayagiiez incident per-
sisted today despite new expla-
jnations from the White House
land the Pentagon.

The Pentagon again revised
lits count of casualties in the
'Marine assault last week to
rescue the merchant ship
Mayagiiez and its crew from

'Cambodian forces. At the same|

time, the White House press
secretary, Ron Nessen, repori-|¢
ed that President Ford had
been ‘“puzzled” and “frustrat-
ed” by his inability to obtain
quick and accurate information
;about casualties.

| Mr. *Nessen insisted there
was not “any intention to hide|
bad news.’

Joseph Laitin,’ the Pemacon
spokesman, saxd at a briefing
that the estimate of wounded
was- now 49, not 70 to 80 as

Defense James R. Schlesinger.
The Pentagon’s estimate of
the number of killed and miss-
ing remained at five and I8,
respectively.
Mr. Laitin said the lower
count of wounded was a resuit

of eliminasting superficiai in-
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juries from the list. He said a
final count was yet to come.'

the

He added that fow of 46
were sericusly injure
None of the bedies of
flve known dead has been r-

covered. One, that of Lance
Corp. Ashton Loney, from Al-
bany, was left behind on Tang
Island when the marines pulled
out.

The four otber men who are
known to be dead are believed
to have perished by drowning
when their helicopter  crashed
into the sea. It is not known
with certainty whether any of
‘the 16 men offlcxaﬂy identified.
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as missing are dead, or how
they may have died.

Mr. Laitin said it had taken
so long Lo produce an accurate
repert on casuaities because
the marines had been evacu-
ated to various ships and taken
to different destinations. In
view cf the time thus required
to take an accurate muster,
thers was “not any undue de-
lay,” he said.

Newsmen who had covered
the Vietnam war recalled that
the military had always been
quick and precise with casualty
[lists and “body counts” in that
conflict even unde rtrying com-
bat situations.

Other Issues Raised

Mr. Nessen, who himself had
reported from Vietnam, did not
explain why last week’s action
produced more confusion.

A number of other issues still
‘remained without clarification.
For example, no prompt warn-
ing was sent out to merchant
ships to avoid the Cambodian
islands even though a South
Korean vessel had been fired
on in those waters.

The Foreign Boradcast Infor-
mation Service, a department
of the Central Intelligence
Agency, reported on May 5 that
a South Korean freighter had
been fired on by “what ap-
peared to be an armed Commu-
nist gunboat on the high seas.”
The next day the report noted
that the South Korean Govern-
ment had warned its merchant
{ships to stay out of the area.

The United States also had
information several days before
the Mayagiiez incident that
Cambodian gunboats had de-
tained a Panamanian merchant
ship. Despite these known inci-
dents, the Defense Mapping
Agency’s Hydrographic Service
did not issue a special warning

procedure in fime of apparent
danger.

After several inquiries, a De-
fense Department spokesman,
Col. Tom Byrnen, said:

“We.are trying to get some
information about why the
word didn’t get down to the
Defense Mapping people. So
far we don’t know why.”

Another question was why

to mariners, which is standard

Jtacked by American fighters

the marines attacked Tang Is-
jand when the best information
available indicated that the
crew of theMayagliz had been
taken to the mainland. ;
Administration spokesmen
have said intelligence indicated
that the crew, or some mem-
bers, had been taken to the
island. They did not say what
this intelligence was.
Government officials reported
that one of the Cambodian ves-
sels off the island was not at-

because a pilot had spotted
what appeared to be American
faces on—the-deck during one

few people on the island. This
raises the question why ad-
vanced surveillance devices and
methods had not been available
to the armed forces to produce
better informaticn.

The Pentagon spokesmen lasi
week used a photograph of
Tang Island that was dated
April” 17. A questioner at a
briefing last week was unable
to learn why the island had
been photographed on that date.
" Finally, there is the question
why. reports on the whole op-
eration had been so confusing
and late.

pass.

But the captain of the Maya-
giiez, Charles T. Miller, said
United States planes were mak-
ing low-level passes over the
boat for four hours, firing
across its bows,and dropping
tear gas and nausea-creating
gas.

In any case, in view of the
pilot’s sighting, the possibility
must have been raised before
the Marine attack that all of
the crew had been removed
from the isiand and that the
assault was not necessary.

Bombing of Maiunland

_ Ancther issue that has been
raised is why were the zair at-
tacks on the mainland neces-
sary after the crew of the
Mayagliez had been surren-
dered by the Cambodians?

The assault on Ream airfield
and the oil storage near Siha-
noukville was necessary, the
Administration said, to keep
Cambodian forces from rein-
forcing the defenders of Tang
Island. )

But, judging by the Govern-
ment’s own reports, the Cam-
bodians had no ships and
planes that could not have been
interdicted by the warships and
aircraft that the United States
had on the scene.

The Pentagon appeared to
have been surprised by the
strength of Cambodian resist-
ance on Tang Island, Mr. Laitin
reported -today that the defend-
ers used heavy machine guns,
mortars and other heavy arms
in fighting the Marine assault

An April 17 Photograph

The Pentagon reported earlier
that its intelligence had . indi-

Mr—FLeaittin said today that
munication between the Na-
tional Military Command Cen-
ter and the Office of Public
Relations, which was briefing
the press.

None of the guestions neces-
sarily implied anything secre-
tive in the Government’s han-
dling of the affair. But until
the questions are resolved, a
good many observirs are going
to feel uneasy about the inci-
dent.
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cated that there were only a

there had been inadequate com-| !

Column by Jack
Anderson, WXP

26 May 75, says
"U.S. satellite
photos at the height
of the crisis showed
only rock and
foliage on the
island of Tang,
where the Marines
landed. Therefore,
they had not
expected the heavy
resistance they
encountered."



