us, Mayaguez
captail

Aésociated Press

SINGAPORE — The cap-
tain of the Mayaguez said in
an emotional news confer-
ence yesterday that he bar-
gained for his crew’s free-
dom by promising their
Cambodian captors he would
call for the end of U.S. air
strikes and Marine landings.

Capt. Charles Miller, 63, of
Fountain V'alley (Orange
County), also said he and his
crew members were gassed
and hit by shrapnel from

.rounds fired by U.S. planes
trying to prevent the Cam-
bodians from taking them to
the mainland in a Thai fish-
ing boat, seized like the
Mayaguez and used as a
shore boat by the Cambodi-
ans.

But .he said without the
Marine and Air Force ac-
tions ““I don’t think this crew
would be standing before
you today.”: ’

He said the Cambodians,
whom one erew member de-
seribed as being between 12
and 26 years old, never mis-
treated him or his crew, but
they feared imprisonment

or even death at thg hands

., of their captors.

" Miller said he kept his
part of the bargain with the
Cambodians after finally
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getting back to a Navy res-
cue ship by telling naval au-

‘.thorities in Washington of
~his promise. :

} But U.S. attacks continued

for. the rest of the day and

" part of the next night as

American forces tried to ex-

ille ', after he and h;s crew
came aboard the destroyer
USS  Wilson about 4 a.m.

Thursday.

g

Miller’s voice cracked and
histeyes reddened and mois-
tened with tears when he
spoke of the U.S. Marines
who died during the rescue
attempt. :

“People were being killed
lo save me,” he said. “With-
out ‘our Air Force. without
our: Marines, I don’t think
this' crew would be standing
before you today.

“So, we’re all happy to be
here, folks. You don’t know
how happy.” iy

He said he planned to give
the ““well paid bonus” he ex-
pected for hisA,adventurle to

the families of the Marines
killed in the rescue.

The gassing and strafing
occurred Wednesday as

* iirn to Page 22, Col. 4
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American jets tried vainly
to turn back the fishing boat
that was taking the captain
and crew to the Cambodian
mainland.

The noxious gas burned all
the crewmen and shrapnel
wounded three men, the cap-
tain said of an ordeal that

"lasted almost four hours be-
fore the craft arrived at the
Cambodian shore.

“They v@re trying to get
them to turn around so we
would not be taken ashore to

be kigggépg sent to prison in
PhnomPenh,” said Miller.

“I don’t blame 'the planes
for whatever they did on the
strafing. S

“You have to give our pi-
lots ‘a lot of credit,” said
Miller:: . “They -can hit the
eye of aneedle. They did ev-
erything possible to .get

them to turn around.

“If we were strafed and
bombed once, we were
- strafed - and hombed ' a
hundred times. It was clear
they saw that we were in
the boat. Two jets flew 70
feet above. us.

. “‘They teargassed us. Thé
first gassing wasn’t too bad.
The' Thais turned back onfce,
but the Cambodian guards
put guns to their heads. |

“The - second time t}iey
» dropped tear or nauses gas. -
Everybody vomited. Qur
skin was burning. A couple



of men were struck by
shrapnel. ’

“The third engineer
(Alfred Rappenecker, 64, of
Palo Alto) passed out for 20
minutes. He had a bad
heart. We didn’t even realize
his. condition for the firstten
minutes because we were
pretty bad ourselves. We
thought he was dead.” .-

Miller said his own men
were too sickened by the gas
to consider taking over the
vessel, and they were taken
to a naval station near Com-
pong Son and interrogated.

niistreat-
ed during their almost three

days as captives.

Miller said the Cambodi-
ans at the compound where
they were interrogated
served them chicken legs,
rice;  greens and hot tea,
making sure the Americans
finished their food before sit-
ting down to eat their own
meal.

The rest of the time, how-
ever, they were fed only the
sparSe rations the Thai fish-
ermen, five in number could
spare. )

He also insisted he didnot
violate Cambodian territori-
al waters with his 10,485-ton
container {reighter which
listed Wilmington, D_e\l-» as

its home port. (
‘Aceording to Mill'é;r;’“ the

seizure started at11:21 a.m.

Cambodian time May 12

when a gunboat fired a rock-
et ovel{ihé“May-agueg,’f bow.

“I was on the hiéﬁ seas,”
said Miller. “‘I was 6% mileg
off the Poulo Wai island and
6_0} miles off the coast of
Cambodia.

“This is not only Sea-
Land’s route,” he said of the
American firm which oper-
ated the Mayaguez. “This is

+ the trade route for allghips

from Hong Kong and Saigon.

“We can’t say technieally
I"was in territorial Saters.
Legally, no, I wasn’t in ter-.
ritorial waters. The Khmer
Rouge never claimed tnets
lapd (Poulas Wai)~as their

territory.”
Sea-Land said the Maya-
guez carried no arms or.Se-
crets, as claimed by -Cam-
hodia and was not designed
to be a spy ship. Newsmen
were permitted aboard
aboard the vessel in Singa-

‘pore, although none of the 77

containers was opened for
them. They.did discover cas-
ings for' Chinese-made car-
tridges left on the deck by
Cambodians who fired at

U.S. planes from;the ship,

crew members Said.
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