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U.S. Treaties

By Bruce Palling

_Special to The Washington Post
“BANGKOK, May 16—
Thailand’s Prime Minis-
ter Kukrit Pramoj said
T i AT .
Frl(li(é’y {hat the Thai am-
bassador to the United
States, Anand Panyara-
chun, will be recalled for
consultations after the
United States’ unauthor-
ized use of air bases in
Thaland to rescue the
American merchant ship
Mayaguez.

The Thai Cabinet also de-
cided to review all treaties
and agreements with the
Ullijged States. 3
" [In Washington, U.S. Sec-
retary of State Henry A.
Kissinger defended the U.S.
use of force in rescuing the
Mayaguez from Cambodia.

[“In so far as we have
caused any embarrassment.
to the Thai government, we
regget those actions,” he
said ' at a news conference
Friday. Kissinger added,-
however, that the United
States which has a long-
standing security relation-
ship ‘with Thailand, had a
right to expect that its allies

would look “with some sym- .

pathy at matters that con-
cern the United Sates pro-
foundly.”] g

The Thai Foreign Minis-
try, and some elements of
the« coalition government,
reecommended a speedier
withdrawal of U.S. forces
fromi Thailand in retaliation
for. &;gl;e,j U.S. disregard of
Thailand’s request that its
bases”’not be used in tge

]

Mayaguez rescue.
- g

vised'. against any with-
drawal speedier than the
March 1976 deadline he
pledged when he took office
last March. 5 i

“Speeding up the w
drawal may inconvenien

us in many ways,” said Kuk-

rit, “because we have to
take charge of all the camp
sites . . . and we also need
time.”

The 1,100 Marines used in

.But the prime minister i\%-

- treaties,

 Air Bage
ing, the Thai
Foreign Ministry said. In ad-
dition to reconnaissance air-
craft-use of Utapao Air
Base,” foreign sources here
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indicate that some F-111
., fighter bombers based at
Korat Air Base were used
- for the UK. attacks on the
Cambodian gunboats.
Observers here say there
* is a general feeling of irrita-
tion among Thais at the inci-
dent, but it is difficult to as-
sess accuratély the reaction
* of the Thai government.
There have been ungon-
firmed reports that the Thai
military supreme command
knew that the U.S. marines
would be dispateched from
Utapao to the aircraft car-
rier Coral Sea in the Gulf of
Siam. S
[In his news conference,
Kissinger acknowledged
that Thailand was in a
“complicated position” as a
_.result of events in Indo-
- china. He said that there
had been no consultation
with Thailand prior to send-
. ing the Marines into Utapao,
" but he added that ‘the
United States had believed
its action under’ emergency
circumstances “would be un-

- eyl od”.. .by the Thai
ogileRy . e T
il Prime ~ Minister Kukrit

;Was said to be very angry at
“not being consulted by the
“U.S. embassy here about the
-military. operation, espe-
‘cially since he had warned
"American charge d’affaires
Edward Masters on Tuesday
that the Thai government
/did not want its territory to
oe used for any military ac-
tivities designed to return
‘the captured vessel. )
.Some diplomatic sources
_here indicate, however, that
fthe U.S. embassy are more
both the prime niinister and
invitated at not having beeri
‘given particulars. on' what
the military operation would
include. The embassy, these
“sources say, was forewarned
. only minutes ‘before the
Cambodian gunboats were
fired upon.
At a press conference Fri-
day, Kukrit, did not specify
‘what alterations would be
made to any agreements or

"'In Washington, Kissinger
said, “I do not personally

|

anticipate a severance of

relations with Thailant.
Kukrit said he did not

know what the future role

of the United States would

be in Thailand. “My concern
is to change the role of the
United States as a comprom-
iser of this country, and
that’s my main concern,” he
said.

On paper, Thailand and
the United States maintain
that American bases here
bleong to the Royal Thai Air
Force. The U.S. embassy
press kit for corespondents
new to Thailand, for exam-
ple, says that “there are no
American air bases in Thai-
land. There are about 25,000
U.S. servicemen stationed in
Thailand.
© On a recent guided tour
of Utapao, normally off

bounds to Thai and foreign
corespondents, a Thai jour-

‘nalist was sent back and

forth between the Thai mili.

tary spokesman and the

American public liasion offi-

«cer; “each claiming that in-

formation concerning the
base was under the jurisdic-

tion of the other.
The most important agree:.

ment between Thailand and
the United Statés was the
1950 joint agreement, used to
establish the U.S. military
mission to Thailand.

Under this agreement,
Thailand officially retains
sovereignty of the bases and
all aircraft flights into and
out of the bases are’to be
cleared through the Thai
command.

Since the United  States

demonstrated. in the'.M;:iya-
guez incident that it can
take unilateral action with-
out the Thai government be-
»ing ina position to ha
action, it is possible that fir-
ther clauses will be added t
limit the use of aircraft .in
military activity in the re-
gion. .
Few observers here Jhow-
ever, expect any dramatic
change in the bases’ status
because of the incident.

The chief stumbling block’
to changes in the agreement
is thought'by observers here
to be the deeply pro-Ameri-
can feelings of the mijlitary
supreme comimand. ,

The Thai command relies
on American mi]\ital;\y assist-
ance programs for much of

. .its.military supplies. -




