U.S.Sees Foray for Ship
As Signal to Communists

WASHINGTON, May 15—
Leading Administration offi-l
cials said today that the Gulf]
of Siam military operation to!
recover the container ship
Mayagiiez and her crew had
been undertaken in part to
alert North Korea and other
Communist countries that the
United States was ready to
meet force with force to pro-
tect its interests.
Conversations with top offi-
cials involved in the diplomatic
aspects of the operation showed
that Secretary of State Kissin-
ger, in particular, argued with-
in the National Security Coun-
cil that the United States might
face worse crises if the Cam-
bodian Communists were per-
mitted to keep the crew mem-|
bers of the Mayagiiez and toi
try to strike a deal for their!
release. !
But there were officials who|
challenged the view of Mr. Kis-
singer and others that the out-|
come of the Mayagiiez incident|
would have a long-range posi-|
tive effect for the United)
States. :
One of Mr. Kissinger’s close
aides said he thought that not
much had really changed—that
the United States was still in
a weakened position in Asia
and that the support of Con-
gress in the incident was prob-
ably temporary and would not
necessarily extend to other:
areas of difference.

A Korean Crisis Feared

Although there have been no
overt signs that North Korea
is preparing to attack South
Korea, administration officials
have said for some time that
the next major trouble spot in
Asia would probably be the Ko-
rean Peninsula.

About 38,000 American sol-
diers are deployed in South
Korea.

Speaking of the recovery of
the Mayagiiez and the ship’s
crew, one top official said,
“This whole operation will have
a salutory effect on our posi-
tion in Asia.”

He said he believed the
North Xoreans, at the least

would have to consider more
seriously the American com-
mitment to South Korean than'
they might have immediately
after the fall of South Viet-

PV S B A ?g
_ Ay 16 1978
RYTIMES 5 pernarD GwERTZMAN

Special to The New York Times

nam to the Communists in
April,

Kim 1 Sung, the North Ko-|
rean leader, went to China to'
to seek support for an inva-!
sion of South Korea but ap-|
parently did not receive it. |

In terms of the immediate|
future, Mr. Kissinger will meet!
with the Soviet Foreign Minis-
ter, Andrei A. Gromyko, in Vi-
enna next week at a time when
Soviet-American relations have
taken a somewhat chilly turn.

He believes that the demon-
stration of American determi-
nation in the Mayariiez inci-
dent will have at least a mar-
ginal impact on the Russians.
Mr. Kissinger has consistently
worried that if the Soviet Union
perceived the United States as
indecisive or weak it would
'be tempted to take risks that

|
i

could worsten the interna-
tional situation. :
. China, which was asked by
‘Mr Kissinger to act as an inter-
!medlary with the Cambodian
Communists in the Mayagiiez
incident, was thought likely to
irepect the American determi-
nation to use force, even if
Peking had little choice but to
publicly criticize the operation
itself. )

Mr. Kissinger and his aides
have believed for some time
that Peking was interested in

[ties with the United States only

I-So long as China thought Wash-

ington would stand up militarily
to Moscow if necessary.

The country most upset by
{the Gulf of Siam operation has
'been Thailand, which was not
informed ahead of time that
1,100 marines were being air-
lifted to Thailand for use in the
rescue.

_Some State Department offi-
cials said today that relations
with Thailand might deterio-
rate in coming weeks as a re-
sult of the embarrassment to
ithe Government of Premier Ku-
krit Pranmoj.

But Mr. Kissinger believes

I‘th-at' over the long run, the
Thais, who are mervous about
their security now that Cam-
bodia and South Vietnam have
(fallen to the Communists will
;appreciate the American action
las demonstrating @ willingness
lto act firmly.
! The State Department prom-
ised  Thailand today = that
marines remaining there would
be removed “as soon as pos-
sible.”

For Mr. Kissinger, who views
confrontation like the seizure
of the Mayagiiez in sweeping
terms, the question that had
to be asked at all times was
the alternative to not using
force, when it seemed as if
diplomatic efforts had mot
proven sucessful and te crew
members might be moved to the
mainland Cambodia.

He insisted in the National

Security Council that the
United States could not afford
another “Pueblo”—a reference
to North Korea’s seizure in
1968 of the Pueblo, an elec-
tronic surveillance ship.
" The Pueblo’s crew members
were tortured and held for al-
most a year until the United
States signed a statement —
later retracted—admitting ille-
‘gal activities.

A Blow to Prestige Feared

What Mr. Kissinger and
President Ford feared, officials
said, was an effort by the Cam-
bodians to propagandize the
capture of the American crew
,members, with Washington
thaving to watch and do noth-
ling. Not only would this have
|hurt American prestige abroad
'but it would have demoralized
ithe American people, they be-
lieved. .

Diplomatic efforts to bring
]about a peaceful release of the
rMayagﬁez was handled through
notes relayed to the Cambo-:
dians by the Chinese. Mr, Kis-
singer believes that the Chinese
got the message through and
might even have counseled re-
Istraint by Cambodia.




