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Rescue Effort

Washington

President Ford received
. strong support last night
from most of the fop con-
gressional leaders wlho
heard him outline plans for
landing forces on the island
of Koh Tang to retrieve a
captured ship and its crew,
according to several mem-
bers who were present at
the -briefing session.

Referring to Cambodia’s
seizure of the ship, House

Senate Democratic Whip
Robert C. Byrd (D-W. Va.),
who had strongly urged
quick action in the last few
days, said, ¢ I support the ef-
fort to interdict the (Cambo-
dian) patrol boats, I support
the effort to land Marines on
the boat and island in anef-

fort to recapture the ship

and save the crew.”
- Other members present
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iilitary action be delayed to
ress for a diplomatic solu-
oL
‘Representative Wayne
[ays (Dem-Ohio), express-
1g a widely held view, said
fter the U.S. sank three
‘ambodian . vessels that he
as “‘only sorry they didn’t
ink 17 rather than three.”
B The Senate Foreign Rela-
‘ons Comumiittee, after a
‘iree-hour briefing with ad-
“iinistration officials, unani-
“1ously approved a resolu-
“ion condemning Cambodian
gizure of the Mayaguez and
jipporting the President’s

, ;ight to use force under the

~onstitution to retrieve it,
f,Lbelt within the limits im-
LOSGd by the War Powers
Let.

. That act declares that if
iie President, in some

GOP Leader John J. Rhodes ] _
{Rep-Ariz.) said “I said ‘rom Page 1
from the start it was anact
of piracy, we should try to
handle it through diplomacy, t least in several aspects.
but if needed. we could use ‘enate Majority Leader
force . . . I have no objec- fike = Manstield  (Dem-
tions to what happened.” - font.), Tong 2 foe of milita-
. Senate GOP Whip Robert y action, emphasized par-
P. Griffin (Rep-Mich.) 'said ‘cularly his strong concerns .
response of congressional bout plans- for possible
leaders to- the plan was Dlectlve bombing of targets
“generally favorable” and Kompong Son on the
he supported the administra- 1amland and Senators John
tion actions ‘‘under the cir- . McClellan (Dem-Ark.)
cumstances.” ' nd Byrd also reportedly ex-

ressed concern on:the pro-

osed mainland bombmg

_lan.

“Rhodes, Gntﬁn and Byrd
1l said there weren’t any
adications that Cambodia
ad been given a specific
‘me ultimatum — to return
1e ship by a set deadline or
ace attack — but Rhodes
aid a note warning Cambo-
‘lan that it “must be pre-
ared to accept the conse-
uences” if it didn’t give up arrogant act of internati 6%1
1e ship and crew was given lawbreaking by a tmy ne-
& the Chinese liasison office Hon.

fis a
jere and it appe é‘ed that President Ford m?f‘ormed
ie Chinese forwarded it to
ey members of Congress of his
K plans to use U.S. forces, but
“Earlier yesterday, before the incident may have re-
he landing on Koh Tang opened some old wounds in-
7as announced, there was volving congressional
ridespread support in Con- charges that the White
ress for some foreceful so- House acts without consult-
ation, despite suggestions ing Congress sufficiently in
‘rom some wmembers that

‘mergency, must use force
ithout first coming to Con-
ress for a declaration of
‘ar or similar advance au-
1onzanon he must report
is action to Congress and
mst cease the military op-
ramon within 60 days unless
ongress specifically votes

aid there were some demur-
s to the President’s plan,

te continue it.

- While a few senators (in-
cluding George McGovern
(Dem-S.D.) and Edward M.
Kennedy (Dem-Mass.) and
‘House member's were urging
caution, declaring that there
may have been too much
haste to use force, the broad
mood was different.

There seemed to be an al-
most pervasive sense that, "
the U.S. having beenhumﬂl
ated in Vietnam, it must'
now strike out with force

" show that it wouldn’t tole
ate what many saw as’




- international affairs.

Tuesday afternoon, after
he had. decided on the bomb-
ing of the Cambodian ships,
President Ford instructed
his “ congressional liaison
men, Ma Friedersdorf, Bill
Kendall and Pat O’Donnell,
to speak to congressional
leaders and let them know
‘ofr:the plans to use some
zform of force.

At apout 5:30 p.m. EDT
‘Tuesday, Representative
John J. Rhodes (Rep-Ariz.),
the House GOP leader, was
called, and after that, a long
succession of House and
Senate leaders including
Majority Leader Mansfield,
Whip Byrd (Dem-W. Va.),

Republican leader and Whip-

Hugh Scott (Rep-Pa.) and
Robert- P. Griffin  (ReP-
MlIch.) -and several others.

Several of the senators
who were informed simply

thanked Kendall and O’Don- -

nel for the information. Oth-

ers. like Armed Services
Chairman Johpn Stennig
{Dem-Miss.) specifically n-e
dorsed it.

On the basis of these con-
tacts, White House Dpress
page 2% secretary Ron Nes-
sen issued a statement yes-
terday that leaders had been
given ° consultation” and
that ithad produced
strong consensus of support
and no objections.”

Late last night, most of
the same leaders were
called to the White House
and were told of further

plans to send U.S. forces di-

rectly in to take control of
the Mayaguez. The Presi-
dent reportedly also said he
would comply with the re-
guirement of notification to
Congress under the War
Powers Act.

Senator John Sparkman
(Dem-Ala.), Foreign Rela-
tions Committee chairman,
told reporters .after the

a %

meeting that he had been
called by phone twice on
Tuesday aud briefed last
night. ““I call that a pretty
good degree of consulta-
tion.” ' i
Mansfield, however, had
an entirely different view.
He issued a denial that there
had been meaningful con-
sultation. ¥

Early yesterday he said,
‘I was not briefed either
yesterday morning or this
afternoon, nor was I consult-
ed before the fact. I'wasno-
tified- after the fact about
what the administra tion
had already decided to do. I
did not give my proposal or.
disapproval.”

Last night, after the White
House meeting, he repeated
his “vieWs. “We were in-
fomed; not consulted “- I re-
peat, informed, uot consult-
ed.”

The difference between
Nansfield!s view and Nes-
sen’s lies in how you inter-
pret the word “consult.” To
Mansfield and many others,
“consult” means to get prior
advice of Congress, ask its
opinions and pay it some
real -attention informulating
a de” cision. -To others, Lt
simply means to let Con-
griess know.

President -Ford did . go
much fuxther than several
of his recent pxedecessors in
letting Congress kmow what
he intended to do. But At
also seems clear that the ba-
~ic decisions foX actAon had
been taken Dbefore the con-
aressional leaders were con-
tacted. and . probably only
would have been reversed
had there been total and un-
remitting opposition from all
the . congressional leaders.
aet
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