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Marines Battle Cambodians --
Ship and Crew Are Rescued

Some US. C asualties

Reportedeombers
Attack the Mainland -

. Wéshington

Cambodia surrendered 40 American freighter

crewmen in the fact of military force early. yesterday,
after U.8. Marines recaptured the ship seized by th:
Khmer Rouge government three days ago.

the return of the full crew after a tense day of troop

s

landings and the bombing of the Cambodian mainland. °

Two helicopters were reportedly lost in the at-
tacks and White House press secretary Ron Nessen

said “reports indicatetd some American casualties.”

The Pentagon said preliminary reports indicated
the U.S. casualties were light, wth no known deaths.
Mr. Ford said that Marines who landed on a small’
island off Cambodia were still under fire as they
sought to disengage after return of the crew.

The operation to régain thé Mayaguez: was begun, '

according to American officials, about an hour before
word -of a Cambodian government broadcast offering

to release the vessel was

received here. It began at
7:20 p.m. yesterday, Wash-
ington time, and lasted
about six hours. )

The 'White House an-
nounced that the Marines
were landing from U.S. ships
that had rushed the Gulf of
Thailand.

As hundreds of Marines

stormed into the island, U.S.
planes bomhbed air installa-
tions on the mainland, near
‘the port of Sihanoukville.

When Marines seized the

freighter SS Mayaguez,

-hopes rose that the crisis
was -over. But the ship was
empty, although warm food
was. in the galley.

As the U.S. assault contin-
ued, a Cambodian ship fly-
ing a white flag approached
the U.S. Destroyer Wilson
and handed over 30 of the

ship’s crew.

It was- not 1mmed1ate1y
clear how the remaining ten
were returned. %

After the rescue was made,
Mr. Ford raid:

“At my direction, United
States forces tomght fboarded

N,Back Page Col. 7

. From Page 1

the American merchant ship
S. 8. Mayaguez and landed
at ‘the island of Koh Tang

. for ‘the purpose ©f rescuing

the crew and ship which had
been illegally seized nby Cam-
bodian forces.”

The defense chief advised
cautmn for fear of over re-
actmg Kissinger’s view won
out and the operation was
put inte effect as soon as the

Marines could be moved ingo
position and the Carrier The
Coral Sea placed in the Gulf
of Thailand to provide sup-
‘port.

This came about 7 p.m.
EDT the and the Marines, at
first '135 of them, landed on
the island. After meeting
strong resistance, reinforce-
ments were called in along
with air strikes against the
Cambodians.

A Pentagon spokesman
later said the Marine forces
totaled “a  couple of
hundred.”

' Although newsmen picked
up hints - of the: operatlon
during the day: yesterday,
the first* real ‘word ‘came
from the White House at
9:18 p.m. EDT when presi-
dential spokesman Ron 23%
Nessen read a statement
that at Mr. Ford’s direc-
tlson the Mayaguez had
been seized and the Koh
Tang Island invaded.

During all of this, “Mr.
Ford sat in the ornate R
State dining room of the
‘White House, hosting the
Dutch prime minister.

- It wasn’t until word came
from the military command-
ers in the area that all of the
crew members had been re-
covered .. safely that Mr.
Ford walked into the White

~ House, briefing mom to face

newsrnen and the broadcast
audience.

Until'’ then  information
.came in:fragments from the
. ‘White House and Pentagon,
where “press officer Joseph
Laitin disclosed that the Ma-
rines had found the Maya-
guez' emply When they -
boarded ut warm food was
sitting m plates m the gal-
ley :

“Theuse of force became
‘the only realistic alternative
.in; the .administration think-
-ing - when - Cambodian ships
' attempd 3% to move th
pnsoners to the mainland.

That brought the first U.S.
response — U.S. fighter-
bombers sank three of the
Cambodian gun boats.

Publicly, the situation re-
mained static untll Nsesen -
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called newsmne 10w we
White House briefing room

at 9:19 p.m. and 1ssued this

statement:

The eivitian freighter had .
been - seized about 90 miles

off Cambodia but within
about ‘eight miles of the
small island of Koh Tang,
which Cambodia claims:

The U.S. government im-
mediately demanded return
of the ship and sought diplo-
matic help through the Beo-
le’s Republic of China.

But no such help was
forthcoming. ‘

- Sources said that both Mr.
" Ford .and SecWetary of State
Henry A. Kissinger were
convinced from the start of
the “crisis on Monday jthat
force would have to be used.

During a 'series /of three
' (< A

National ' SecuXity Councit
‘meetings Tuesday and yes-
terday, the plans were
shaped and a number of op-
tions considered. =

One source said before the
operation began that Kissin-
ger was determined that if
troops were to be used i#
would be a strong, sharp
blow. -

So, when word was re-
ceived of a Cambodian radio
oroadcast last night offering
to release the Mayaguez, it
was ignored.

The orders then Were is-

sued for the Marines to open
their first combat in- South-
east Asia since U.S. forces
withdrew from V1etnam in
1973. ’

As the crisis continued, a
split developed between Kis-
singer and Secretary of De-
fense James R. Schlesinger:-
Kissinger; : wanted  a - quick
and pumshmg strike even it
the crew was put in danger.

“The President has direct-
ed the following: milifary
measures, starting this eve-
ning. Washington time:,

‘“¢U.S. Marines to, board
the S.S. Mayaguez.

“97.S. Marines toland on
Koh Tang Island in order to
rescue any crew members
as may be ontheisland.

“eAircraft from the car-
rier Coral Sea to under-
take associated military op-
erations to regain the vessel
and members of the crew.”

Nessen then added that
thé  operation was in

progress and Marines had

stormed the ship.

_ Nessen’s briefing came
“about an hour after a broad-
cast was monitored in Wagh-

ington from Phnom Penh ra-

dio saying that “our Royal
Government of National
Union in Cambodia will or-
der the Mayaguez to with-
draw from Cambodian ter-

ritorial waters and will warn .

(it against further espionage.

or provocative activities.”
‘Nessen took note of this
and responded. “We have
heard,” Nessen said in read-
ing a message senf to Cam-
bodia, “a radio broadcast
that you are prepared ot re-

lease the S.S. Mayaguez. We .

welecome this development,
if true.

““As you know, we have
seized the ship. As soon as
you issue a statement that
you are prepared to release

the crew members you hold .
unconditionaly and imniedi- .

ately, we will promptly
cease military operations.”
However, U.S. officials
would not discuss how wide-
spread the attacks might be.
About 1100 Marines had
been.flown to nearby Thal-
land for use in the operatmn,

%,

which also was to have 11‘1"-

cluded several Phantér m
fighter-bombers, other war
planes and at least one U S.
destroyer.

Mr. Ford’s decision to at-
tack came about an hour

after he briefed congreasmn- -
al leaders on the situation. /
At that time he pledged he’

would live up to legislative:
strictures that he inform
Congress in writing beforr
he launched the opeartion,

As late as 8:30 p.m.
House Speaker Carl Al’be
and Democratic Hoy
Leader Thomas O’Neill sa
no such letter had been w
mitted.
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