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NIXON DATA ORDER 
HELD STEP AHEAD 

Aides Cite Streamlining of 
Secrecy Classification 

WASHINGTON, May 2 (AP) 
.7-President Nixon's new direc-

tive on classifying national se- 
curity material will streamline 
the system by providing earlier 
public access to more informa- 
tion while protecting data gen-
uinely requiring secrecy, Ad-
ministration officials said today 

Mr. Nixon's executive order, 
effective June 1, is a chance 
to "get control of the classifica-
tion flood, to lighten substan-
tially the heavy burden it im-
poses on us while serving the 
public's need to know at the 
same time," said Deputy As-
sistant Secretary of State Wil-
liam D, Blair Jr. 

J. Fred Buzhardt, the Pen-
tagon's general counsel, de-
scribed the order as a "sig-
nificant milestone in the efforts 
of the executive branch to pro-
vide a rational balance be-
tween the pubic's right to know 
about the affairs of govern-
ment, and the equally com-
pelling need to protect certain 
information against unauthor-
ized disclosure." 

Their comments were in tes-
timony prepared for a House 
Government Information sub-
committee hearing. 

A year-long study of the sys-
tem, Mr. Blair said, showed 
that operation rules were •too 
complicated, that too much pow-
er to classify was given to too 
many persons and that the 
sheer volume of information has 
become so great that it over-
whelmed any declassification 
effort that is not largely auto-
matic. 

Furthermore Mr. Blair 
added, the conditions were con-
tributing to a growing lack of 
respect for the classification 
system. 

The President's new order, 
he said, simplifies the declas-
sification system, restricts the 
power to classify, provides "for 
the first time a declassification 
system which is genuinely auto-
matic," and sets a practical 
framework for monitoring the 
process. 

Mr. Buzhardt said the idea of 
in- 

stead 	
just one category n- 

stead of the existing three--top 
secret, secret and confidential 
—had been considered but re-
jected by the order's drafters. 
With one category, he added, 
it would have been necessary to 
greatly expand investigations 
similar to those now required 
for a top-secret security clear-
ance. 

"Based on the number of 
security clearances presently 
outstanding, it is estimated that 
the one-time dollar impact of 
such a change would be in the 
neighborhood of an estimated 
$828-million, and the annual 
costs of background investiga-
tions would rise from $53-mil-
lion to the vicinity of some 
$500-million," he said. 


