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Sen. Ervin Assails 

'No-Knock' Laws 
8' Robert Bart/pit 

(Iirorricfrarresporident 

SO 'Diego 
U.S. Senator Sam 

:Ir. (Dem-N.C.) made a 
sharp attack here yester-
day.  on federal preventive 
detention.  and "no-knock" 
la 

And he called for repeal of 
-repressive" sections of 
these laws: The District of 
COluMbia preventive deten-
tio'n law, The Federal Drug 
CO#trol Act; and the District 
of Columbia Court Reform 
Act. 

rvin, the leading congres-
sional expert on constitution-
al - law, addressed a joint 
:meeting of the Conference of 
California .Judges and the 
44th annual State Bar Con-
vention. 

President 'insisted `.'that 
.gress forsake the traditions 
of our land and enact preven-
t i v e detention laws, `no-
knock' laws and , other re-
pressive measures," Ervin 
said 

LAWS 
Ervin's attack on the deten-

tion and no-knock legislation 
boiled down to a claim that 
the laws, besides being un-
fair, just don't work. 

Ur gin g repeal of the 
"shameful" District of Co-
lumbia preventive tietention. 
law, he cited a Federal study 
showing that only 5': per cent 
of those arrested for danger-
ous or violent crimes and re-
leased before trial are re-
arrested for subsequent seri-
ous crimes. 

"And virtually all of the 
re-arrests." Ervin said, -oc-
curred more than four 
months after the original ar- 

s." 
He argued that the law ac-

tually clogs courtrooms be-
cause of the extra hearings 
which must  be held to decide 
whether to use preventive de-
tention in many cases. 

His criticism of the two 
Federal -no-knock"' laws -
letting federal officers, under 
certain circumstances break 
down a suspect's door with-
out any warning — followed 
similar lines. 
-,"When the Drug Control 

Act was under Senate consid-• 
eration." Ervin said, "I pre-
dicted that its implementa-
tion would result in the 
deaths of both law enforce-
ment officers and household-
ers. Unfortunately, this un-
happy prediction hOs mater-
ialized." 

The State Far Convention 
ends today. 

RATE 
Riots. demonstrations. a 

soaring crime rate and un-
easy world peace. the 'Sena-
top' claimed, frighten A.meri - 
cabs, -including many in 

- high office." 
7These Americana h a v 

lost faith in America's com-
mitment to - freedom," . he 
said. 

.."When campaigning 	.- 
..President Nixon stressed the 
laii.--and-order issue," "the 
setlator said, "which had 
mach vote-getting potendy 

After his inauguration, the 


