
threats. 
Stiff Penalties Asked 

Mr. Kleindienst said the 
proposals were "calculated" to 
reduce the level of bombings 
to the number expected under 
"normal circumstances." 

In legislation sent separately 
to Capitol Hill by the Justice 
Department, Mr. Nixon asked 
that "Molotov cocktails, home-
made bombs composed of gas-
filled bottles with cloth wicks, 
be included in the category of 
explosives covered by existing 
anti-bombing laws. 

The President urged that the 
present penalties of as much 
as one year in prison or $1,000 
fine be increased tenfold for 
the transport of explosives with 
the intent to use them illegally. 

If an injury occurred, 
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PRESIDENT SEE 
HARSH PENALTIES 
TO CURB BOMBERS 

Asks Death for Any Who Kill 
by Explosives—Requests 

Wide U.S. Jurisdiction 

Text of the Nixon statement 
on:explosives is on Page 24. 

By JAMES M. NAUGHTON 
Special to The New York Times 

WASHINGTON, March 25—
President Nixon asked Con-
gress today to stem "an alarm-
ing' increase in the number of 
criminal bombings in the cities 
of our country" by setting se-
vere penalties, including capital 
punishment, for illegal use of 
explosives. 

The President called, for 
broad Federal jurisdiction rover 
bombings and bomb tbreals but 
said it would be used only 
"When necessary in the.public 
interest."  

In a statement issued at the 
White House, Mr. Nixon con-
tended that recent bombings 
were "the work of pciiitical 
fanatics" who must be- dealt 
with as the "potential murder-
ers they are." 

Wide Coverage Planned 
Tbe most controversial 

among nine remedies sought by 
the President was a plea for 
Federal jurisdiction over illegal 
use of explosives on property 
used'in interstate commerce "or 
in any activity, affecting, such 
commerce." 

Riaard G. Kleindienst, the 
Deputy Attorney General, said 
at a White House news criger-
enCe that "almost every com-
mercial establishment ht. the 
United States" would be covered 
by Mr. Nixon's proposed legis-
lation. It also would stiffen 
penalties for bombings and 
bomb threats involving Federal 
property. 

The President did not call for 
registration of individual sticks 
of dynamite, as mayor Lindsay-
of New York urged last week. 
Nor did Mr. Nixon's proposals 
offer more than the hope that 
increased penalties and Federal 
powers would prove to be a 
deterrent to the growing num-
ber of bombings, -and bomb 
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the penalties he proposed would 
rise to 20 years and $20,000 
and, in the event of a fatality, 
could bring a death sentence. 

Punishment for a bomb threat 
should be raised, Mr. Nixon 
said, from one year in prison 
to five years or a fine of $5,000. 

"The anarchic and criminal 
elements who perpetrate such 

tIti acts deserve no more pa ce 
or indulgence," the Pres  ent 
said. "It is time to deal with 
them for what they are." 	',,, 

The Justice Department acted 
swiftly in drawing up the legis-
lation. The White House said 
Mr. Nixon requested it only 
12 days earlier, after he became 
concerned about a rash of 
bombings and bomb threats that 
included the Greenwich Village 
townhouse explosion \ in which 
three persons died, bombing 
incidents in three Manhattan 
buildings and disruptions from 
telephoned threats in a number 
of 	buildings 	in 	New 
York, Washington and else-
where. 

Warning in '68 Campaign 
The request for broad Fed-

eral jurisdiction appeared to 
run counter to a theme of Mr. 
Nixon's campaign for the Presi-
dency in 1968. He cautioned 
then against increasing Federal 
control over law enforcement 
matters, saying such things as 
direct grants to local police de-
partments could open the door 
to "the, possibility of a Federal 
police force — a prospeCt we 
should avoid." 

Mr, Nixon emphasized today 
that Federal investigations and 
prosecutions , in bombing cases 
on private

, property "would be-
gin only after the Attorney 
General had determined that in-
tervention by the national Gov-
ernment is necssa.ry in h 
public inettres." ' o 

In practice, officials of the 

	

.. 	.  

Justice Deiartment said tnat 
would mean tlieNAttornen-
eral or one' of his designated 
aides would have to decide in 
each case whether the situation 
warranted Federal intervention. 

The President said his 'aim 
was to assist local officials, in 
combating "the , multiplying 
number of acts of urban ter-
ror."  

Mr. Kleindienst told reporters 
he had "no meaningful informa-
tion in an absolute sense" to 
document the scope of the prob-
lem. 

The White House press sec-
retary, Ronald L. Ziegler, said 
later that there had been 164 
bomb threats since last July 1, 
106 of them since December., 
that involved Federal property. - 	 . 

Compared to ,Total of 46 
He said that compared to 46 

the is during all of the preced-
in 12 months. Incidents of 
bo ing or arson on Federal 
property totaled 14 during the 
last nine months, as against 13 
during the previous year, Mr. 
Ziegler said. 	 , 

The Deputy Attorney General 
said there was no evidence 
available to show that ,  the 
bombings across the country 
were part of, a "conscious, 
clear, precise conspiracy." 

But he said it was possible to 
go on almost "any campus in 
the United States" and pick up 
information on how to make a 
bomb. 

Asked for specifics on the 
campuses where this was true, 

Mr. Kleindienst said he lielleved 
it fp be correct "just based on 
the information mailed to me 
by citizens and , groups." ''', 

Mr. Kleindienst said that the 
public and news media were 
aware "there are persons ik- our 
society who seek to destroy our 
Government by violent means." 

The legal basis for Mr. Nix-
on's proposals is the Govern-
ment's authority to regulate in-
terstate commerce. In recent 
years, with the enactment of 
civil rights legislation on pub- 
lic accommodations and hous-

i mg, the Federal authority has 
I been interpreted broadly, to 
cover even business activity re-
motely related to interstate 
commerce. 

Existing Federal penalties for 
illegal use of explosives or 
threatened use were enacted in 
1960 after a series of incidents 
involving civil rights workers 
in the South. 



Text of Nixon's Statement 
• Special to The Ifevr or Times 

WASHINGTON, March 25 
—Following is the text of a 
statement issued today • by 
President Nixon proposing 
legislation to deal with crim-
inal bombings and bomb 
threats: 
.Recent months have 

brought an alarming increase 
in the number of criminal 
bombings in the cities of our 
country. In recent weeks the 
situation has become partic-
ularly acute, as telephoned 
threats and actual bombings 
have sent fear through many 
American communities. 

Schools and public build-
ings have had to be evacuat-
ed; considerable property has 
been desttoyed; lives have 
been lost. Clearly, many of 
these• bombings .have been 
the work of political fanatics, 
many of them young crim-
inals postuiing as romantic 
revolutionaries. They must be 
dealt with as the potential 
murderers they are. 

Under existing law, the 
transport of explosives across 
state lines is, under some 
circumstances, a Federal 
crime. I am proposing an ex-
tensive strengthening and ex-
pansion of that law. In the 
proposals being• .sent to the 
Congress, it is• asked that: 

(lAnyone involved in the 
transport or receipt in com-
merce of explosives, intend-
ing their unlawful use, 'be 
made subject to imprison-
ment for 10 years or a fine 
of $10,000 or both. The cur-
rent maximum penalty is a 
single year in prison or a 
$1,000 fine or both. 

cThe maximum penalty 
be doubled to 20 years in 
prison or a $20,000 fine or 
both •if anyone is injured as 
the ultimate result of such 
transport of explosives. 

(IPenalties for bomb 
threats be raised from one 
year in prison to a maximum 
of five years or $5,000 fine 
or both(  

LIIncendiary devices be in-
cluded in the category of 
"explosives," bringing such 
devices under the anti-bomb-
ing provisions. 

elUse of explosives to 
damage or destroy any 
building, vehicle or other 
property owned or leased to 
the Federal Government be 
made a Federal crime.. 

cPossession, withouqwrit-
ten authorization, of a;t•i ex-
plosive in such a buildtng be 
made a Federal crime. 

cUse of explosives to 
damage or destroy any 
building or property used 
for business purposes by any 
person or firm engaged in 
interstate commerce, or in 
any activity affecting such 
commerce, be made a.-Fed-
eral crime. 

qPossession of explosives 
with the intent to damage 
either Federal property or 
property used in its •business 
by a person engaged in in-
terstate commerce alscr be 
made a Federal crime. 

(IIThe individual engaged 
in the transport or use of 
explosives in violation of 
these provisions be made 
subject to the death penalty 
if a fatality occurs. 

Our .purpose in bringing 
these crimes under Federal 
jurisdiction is not to displace 
state or local authority. Fed-
eral investigations and prose-
cutions would begin_ only 
after the. Attorney General 
had determined that interven2  
tion by the Rational Govern-
ment is necessary in the-pub-
lic interest. • 

Our purpose is rather to 
assigt state and local govern-
ments in their efforts to com-
bat the multiplying number 
of acts of urban terrore.I am 
also asking' that Law Enforce-
ment Assistance Admitstra-
tion funds be specilltally 
designated for special train-
ing programs for state and 
local law enforcement agen-
cies to aid them in coping 
with this latest threarto the 
public safety and theitmain-
tenance of a free and open 
society. 

The anarchic and criminal 
elements who perpetrate,such 
acts deserve no more patience 
or indulgence. It is' time to 
deal with them "for what they 
are. 


