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and Mrs. Richard M. Nixon and,
to the surprise of the host and
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heels of Mr. Nixon.
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He'fs a member of the National
Security Council, and his for-
eign policy discussions with
the President go far beyond in-
ternal security problems. He re-
ceives daily briefings from the
Central Intelligence Agency.

Mr. Mitchell talks to the
President on the phone once or
twice a day on the average,
.|sees him two or three times a
week. It is difficult to gauge
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tends to keep people at arm’s
length, but that’s because he
likes to play his cards close to
his chest.”

The Attorney General is not
overjoyed -that he seems to
have been cast as the heavy in
the unfolding Nixon drama, but
he assumes philosophically that
every Administration demands
one. He just wishes that each.
profile would stop repeating all:
the “bad guy” anecdotes of its
predecessors.

Mr. Mitchell is not above in-
!creasing the supply of such
'stories himself. At a recent
news conference, he was asked
if he agreed with the thesis of
an expanding national Republi-
can coalition developed in a
new book by one of his Justice
Department assistants.

“I don’t really have a prac-
tice of subscribing to the
theories of my aides,” he re-
'plied. “It generally works the
other way.”

Predictably, reaction to Mr.
Mitchell at the Justice Depart-
ment is mixed. Some cf his top
associates praise the way he
operates the shop like a law
firm, throwing out questions to
meetings of division heads on
ithe theory that the law is not
's0 specalized that any one of
them cannot contribute ideas.

The Attorney General has not
made any sweeping personne!
changes. He retained three of
the eight assistant attorneys
general and a number of bu-
reau heads, including the sacro-
jsanct J. Edgar Hoover. Aides
lestimated there are only about
‘50 new Republican faces on the
staff of 1,000. )

At the higher civil service
levels, there is some grumbling
about secrecy-and a lack of
communication. One lawyer
complained that Administration
program bills, like the prevent-
ive detenticn measure for the
District of Columbia, were
being hatched in private, rather
than being fully circulated in
the department. .

The  Mitchell  personality
seems to have fared better at
Justice than elsewhere. One

and the role of politician is not
one he declines. Although the
1968 Republican campaign was
his first official work in . the
field, his highly specialized law
|practice actually had given him
‘a good deal of practical back-
ground.

For most of Mr. Mitchell’s
career in the law has involved'
handling public bond issues all
over the country. Long before
his first campaign, he had
worked with governors, state
legislators and party leaders,
lobbying for enabling acts, be-
having altogether like a sea-
soned politician.

To deny that the Administra-
tion is developing a “Southern
strategy” in office leading up
to the 1972 election, the At-
torney General likes fo argue
that there was really no such
thing in 1968. All the Nixon
forces did, he says, in the words
of Barry Goldwater, was to “go
hunting where the ducks are.”

The Nixon campaign, its man-
ager insists, was formed more
by circumstance than con-
scious plan, with its attention
focused where people would
vote for a Republican candidate.
Fortunately, he said, this ap-

iproach coincided with what
{Mr. Nixon believed and his past
positions on issues.
Circumstances also make it
hard to divorce Mr. Mitchell
from politics. A visitor leaving
his office the other day found
waiting in the anteroom Fred
Larue, the former Republican
National Committeeman from
Mississippi who played a major 1
role in holding Nixon Southern|

lawyer observed, “He's warm
and cuddly compared to Kat-|
zenbach.” ‘
Lobbied for Legislation

Sensitive over accusations
that the Administration’s vot-
ing rights and school desegre-|
gation pregrams have been

tailored to please the South,|.

Mr. Mitchell denies that any
political  considerations  are
weighed at the Justice Depart-
ment, except perhaps where
winning Congressional support
may be involved.

But there is no question that
the Attorney Generdl is a po-

litical adviser to the president,

strength at the 1968 conven-
tion.




