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2 Reinecke

Statements
--A Conflict

San Diego
Records of a U.S. Senate

committee appear to con-
tradict a statement by

Lieutenant Governor Ed
Reinecke about his. testi- -
mony last year involving |
former Attorney General
John Mitchell, it was re-

ported yesterday.

. Reinecke said in an inter-

view last week that he told

Mitchell over the telephone i
in May or June of 1971 that :
the International Telephone

& Telegraph Corp. had of-
fered to help underwrite the
1972 Republican Convention
in San Diego.

At the time, the Justice .
Department, which Mitchell -

headed, had an antitrust suit
pending against the utility
conglomerate. The suit was
later dropped. Mitchell de-
nied knowing about the ITT
convention offer before the
suit was settled.

L.ty

Reinecke, wno once toia
reporters he had met with
Mitchell personally to tell
him of the ITT offer, testi-
fied before a Senate commit-
tee last year that no such
meeting fook place. Asked
last week to rTeconcile his
testimony with the state.
ment about the phone call,
he said no one had ever

asked him about a telephone _

conversation.’

TRANSCRIPT
But a portion of the Senate
hearings transeript con-
tained the following e x-

change between Reinecke '

and Senator Hiram Fong
(Rep-Hawaii):

Fong: “So the only time
you discussed the convention

with Mr. Mitchell was in-

September (1971) after the
ITT case had already been
settled?” _
Reinecke: “That is cor-
rect, Senator.”
The testimony is published
in today’s San Diego Union.

COMMENT

Asked about the testimony
yesterday; Reinecke said, <
can see how this could be
read” as a contradiction.

He added, “My reading
of the testimony reaffirms
the statement I made. I was
not asked about a telephone
call. All the questions per-
tained to actual face - to -
face meetings.”

Reinecke, considered a
potential 'Republican nomi-
nee for governor next year,

has been questioned by in- ,

vestigators assigned by spe-
cial Watergate prosecutor
Archibald Cox to determine
whether Reinecke, Mitchell
or both committed perjury
before the Senate commit-
tee. ’
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