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Kleindienst, ITT Cleared

By Senate Judiciary

Washington

The Senate Judiciary
Committee concluded yes-
terday that the Interna-
tional Telephone and Tele-
graph Corp. antitrust set-
tlement last July was han-
dled properly by the Jus-
tice Department and by
acting Attorney General
Richard G. Kleindienst.

In a report for submission
to the full Senate today, a
majority of committee
members also said 22 days
of hearings failed to prove
any links between that set-
tlement and the ITT-
Sheraton Corp.’s pledge to
subsidize the Republican na-
tional convention. )

Separate reports challeng-
ing these conclusions, how-
ever, are scheduled to be
filed by Senator John V.
Tunney (Dem-Calif.) and
three other committee mem-
bers,. who voted against
Kleindienst when the panel
recommended approval last
week of his nomination as

attorney gemneral.

Tunney’s report, it was
learned, charges Kleindienst
misled the public by claim-
ing the ITT case was “‘han-
dled and negotiated exclu-
sively” by Richard W.
MeLaren. then chief of the
Justice Department’s Anti-
trust Division.

The committee report. and
those of dissenting memn-
bers, will form the bais for

- prolonged debate on the

Kleindienst nomination
which is scheduled to begin
late this month or next.

The committee document,
a draft of which was being
circulated to members yes-
terday, contended the 11T
seftlement “was reached on
the merits after arms -
length negotiations between
representatives of ITT and
the Antitrust Division.”’

‘Those . negotiations  and

the settlement of ITT cases -
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said this majority report.
which was signed by com-
mittee chairman James O.
Eastland (Dem.-Miss.).

The committee was unable
to resolve authorship of the
controversial memorandura.
attributed to ITT lobbyist
Dita Davis Beard., which
caused reopening of the
Kleindienst hearings in
March after the committee
had unanimously approved
his nomination in February.

“Much conflicting testimo-
ny was offered concerning
the authenticity of the mem-
orandum purportedly au-

i'thored by Mrs. Beard.” the
]report said. '

The memo., which linked
ithe ITT settlement with the
{GOP convention pledge, was
\published last February 29
‘by syndicatedcolumnist
. Jack Anderson. .
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