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leon Tampered with J
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ustice,

i]fe Magazine Report Claims

" NEW YORK (AP) — Life
agazme charges that the
1xon administration “has se-

giotsly tampered with justice

fn San Diego” in an effort to

protect some of its most im-
ortant friends _there from
inistration denies the
sharge.

£In an investigative report
published Sunday, Life said it
ad learned that “‘the admin-

istration has in several in-

§tances taken steps to neutral-

fze and frustrate its own law

gnforcement officials” by de-
faying prosecutions, curtailing

Investigations and other

-fneans.

< & The article by Life associate

' §d1tors Denny Walsh ard Tom

Flaherty also said thz Presi-

flent Nixon personally chose

8an Diego for the site of the

N ?epublican national conven-

ion mext August and that he

g;onsxders it his “Iucky city.”
A WHITE HOUSE spokes-
man denied Sunday night that

Nizon had had a preference

for the convention site. In an

interview last July, however,
$hite House communications
director Herbert Klein said

Nixon favored San Diego.

% Responding to the tampering

&harges the Justice Depart-

tnent issued a statement Sun-

?;iav night stating ‘‘unequivo-

cally that there has been no

White House influence or at-

fempted influence, direct or

indirect, in the department’s
mvestigations and prosecu-
tions.”

+ Life said its investigation,

Wwhich began last July, dis-

$losed that the administration

intervened in three cases, in-

golving C. Arnholt Smlth a

Jong-time friend and financial

ally of Nixon; Frank Curran,

a former San Diego mayor,

and John Alessio, a real es-
ate investor and head of a

Ibgal bookmaking operation in
exico. The magazine said its

#irobe showed that:

2 —Harry Steward, U.S. attor-
pey for Southern California,

*‘squelched” an mvestlgatlon
gf reports that illegal political
contributions were being fun-
neled through a company
eontrolled by Smith. Steward
had been appointed by Nixon
on  Smith’s recommendation,
foe said.

~ WHEN STEWARD was in-
‘Vestlgated for obstructing just-
ice, Deputy Atty. Gen. Richard
IKlemdlenst publicly denied
ihat Steward had done any-
‘thmg wrong.

i —When former Democratic
Maym Curran was indicted in

1970 for allegedly taking a

“bribe from a cab firm to help
raise taxi fares, the adminis- -

tration refused to let a federal
investigator testify for the
prosecution.

Curran, who had_won office
with the ‘backing® of Smith,
part owner of the taxi compa-
ny until shortly before the
fare increase, was acquitted,
Life said. The magazine quot-
ed Curran as saying Nixon
called him the next day to
congratulate him,

—During a criminal investi-
gation for tax evasion of Ales-
sio, Smith went to Washington
to plead Alessio’s case with
Nixon, Life said it learned
from sources. It said that in
an interview Smith denied
talking o the President about
Alessio.

WITHIN days of Smith’s al-
leged visit with the President,
the administration called off
its grand jury presentation
statute of limitations nearly
expired on a key portion.

FBI Direcior J. Eldgar Hoo-

“ver. ;personally told the. White

House’the investigation should
be resumed and Alessio was
later indicted, Life said.

Even after the indictment,
the White House tried to. get a
federal agent who "was in-
volved in the investigation to
circumvent his own agency’s
regulations, so the White
House could learn what he
knew about Smith, Alessio
and Steward, Life said.

Ultimately the case went to
trial and Alessio was convict-
ed and sentenced to three
years in prison.

There was no immediate
comment from Smith, and a
spokesman said there would
be none at present.

Curran said today, “Every-
thing in the article pertaining
to me is untrue.

“Smith never entered the
picture,” the former mayor
said, referring to his trial. “I
talked to | him about it all, but

that was a year or so later.”



