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Kleindienst’s Revealing Testimony

By Mary McGrory

Washington

“Kliendienst” in Ger-
man means “Little Serv-
ice.”

It is, of course, the name
of the Attorney General
Designate, 'who is accused of
having rendered a large ser-
vice to a giant
¢ orporation

A that had some
News trouble with
. ¢ the Justice
AHEIYSIS Department
and, even so,
made a handsome present
to the Republican National
Convention in San Diego.

The question is whether
International Telephone and -
Telegraph gave the Repub-
licans $400,000 or $100,000—
the figure is in dispute —
out of hope or gratitude,

Richard Kleindienst asked
to met with the Senate Ju-
diciary Committee, which
just a week ago had unami-
mously approved him.

Half the town turned out
for the show. Hearings have
gone. out of style and this
one gave off long - denied
vapors of scandal at the top.

Columnist Jack Anderson,
who originated the charges
of Kieindienst’s “tiit” to-
wards ITT sat in the front
row, spoiling to finish him
off. His big weapons: A se-
cret memo from a lady
lobbyist for ITT who
dropped all the big nameés
that led to the White House.
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What transpired during _ RICHARD G. KLEINDIENST
the long session Thursday , Appearances count

was a headv glimpse of how



things get done in Washing-
ton hetween the biggies of
government and business.

There was also a picture
of the altruistic corporation,
preoccupied with the “‘eco-
‘nomic statesmanship” now
being peddled in the busi-
ness magazines. They think
not of themselves when
caught in the toils of anti-
trust, we are told. but of
their stockholders, the ripple
effect on the economy and
the adverse impact on the
balance of pgymenis.

And there was alse anew
view of Kleindienst, the hard-
liner out of the far right,
the ogre to peace groups
‘that have pleaded in vain for
 parade permits.

WIZARD

Kleindienst has an angry
face and a truculent man-

ner, but not for Felix Roha-
v, an international finan-
ciaz] wizard and a divector of
T !

Kieindienst, who had nev-
er heard of Rohatyn. grant-
ed him an interview on re-
guest. He had four subse-
arent meetings with him. He
was impressed with his reci-
tal of the ‘“ripple effects”
that would follow the “‘harsh
and rigid” seitlement pro-
posed by Richard McLaren,
the chief of the Justice De-
partment’s Antitrust Divi-
sion.

PARTIES .

Senator Edward Kennedy,
the champion of the Maydav
Tribes whom Kleindienst
caused to be jailed by the
thousands, elicited from the
Attorney General-Designate
the fact that the meeting
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was not, after all, complete-
ly out of the blue.
Kleindienst hore Kenne-
dy’s questioning with uncon-
cealed resentment and im-
patience, but was to change
his tune somewhat when

Kennedy asked him about a

man named Ryan. Klein-
dienst dismissed him as a
“casual social acquaint-
ance,” a neighbor in subur-
ban McClean, Va., whom he
sometimes saw at neighbor-
hood Christmas parties. -
But he came back 15 min-
utes later, his recollection
vefreshed, and seid that
Ryan at a,springtime gath-
ering may have asked him
to see someone in the com-
pany who could explain the
“domestic consequences’ of
the antitrust action.
Kennedy told the hearing
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after lunch that Ryan was
John Ryan, deputy director
of the ITT Washington of-
fice.

Why, some of the Demo-
cratic senators inquired, had
Kleindienst seen Rohatyn at
all? He had told Democratic
National Chairman Law-
rence Q’Brien in a letter that
he had never been involved
in the ITT negotiations.

DUTY

There were not negotia-
tions, Kleindienst said, and
as an “officer of the govern-
ment” he had been merely
doing his duty.

He had arranged and sat
in on a meeting with McLar-
en and Treasury officials.
The outside financial eco-
nomic expert was provided
by the W¥ite House, ‘“‘proba-
bly Peter Flanigan.”

The mention of that name,
notoriously solicitous of the
boardroom, caused a titter
in the hearing room.

McLaren seemed authenti-
cally pained that the settle-
ment was being disparaged.
He saw it as “stopping a
juggernaut.” Rohatyn called
it “the largest divestment in
the history of world enter-
prise.”

TOUGHEST

The oddest part about the
whole affair is that the cet-
tlement might have furned
out as it did even without
Kleindienst’s  intervention.
McLaren has the reputation
of "being. the totughest anti-
trust chief of recent history,
far more zealous than any
Xennedy or Johnson appoin-
tee. He has since been made
a federal judge, a circum-
stance that does not greatly
aid in the appearance of
things.

Senator  Philip  Hart
(Dem-Mich.) observed sadly
that 90 per cent of the people
who read the story would
not believe it.

“It is another chapter in
the historv of why peonle
lark faith inthe system.” he
told  Kleindienst. who has
perfect faith in the svstem
and does not trouble himself
ahout the way things look.

. Kleindienst expects the
Democrats not to bhelieve
him when he says that the
settlement and the largesse
“have 100 mer cent nothing
to do with Renublican party -
politics.” He is not con-
cerned with “ripple effects”
of the revelations. and he
expects to be confirmed as
Attorney General.




