- than six years ago. - ..

. man for exclusive detaﬂs of
_ the murder. .

‘federal court yeste;day as

icle ocT

""his arrest in a speciar wiu-
wless cell equipped with
hour-a-day  floodlights,

closed circuit television sur-
veﬂlance and sound monitor
‘-gendered him incapable of

. making an intelligent deci- |

. sion on whether to plead

’ gmlty

, He is serving a 99-year

©

- tentiary at Nashvﬂ[e

. The current hearing into
*  his claims comes after al-
. most four years of maneu-
~ wering from court to court
. by Ray’s present attorneys.
,_' The hearing was ordered

last January by the U.S.’
a,,Court of Appeals for the
"‘Smth Circuit in an opinion
ﬁwhich said the case ‘‘reeks

~with ethical, moral and pro-
gfesmonal irregularities, de-

 If Ray prevails, he could
he allowed to withdraw his

ilty plea and be granted a
i3 -dress frial in the King
. The hearing, which start-
ed “yesterday before U.S.
~ District Judge Robert M.
“ McRae Jr. and may last two
. weeks, opened with testimo-
 my by Shelby county (Mem-
phig) sheriff’s department
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JAMES EARL RAY
Guilty plea 'question

P .| Inspector Billy J. Smith,
H ey E /'L who acknowledged supervis-
{7 ing the elaborate prison for

eaﬂng OI‘I Ray in late 1968 and early

1969.

Appeal by
King's Klller

Memphis

James Earl Ray, con—
fessed killer ‘'of-Martin Ln-
ther King Jr., appeared in

! tional time and to prevent

aut
Smith also acknowledged
that all of Ray’s ingoing and

his attorneys . sought: 'to |@
prove he was illegally forced |&1

to plead  guilty to the civil [# ' an
rights leader’ § murder more |84 ¢

Drawn, . thin " and fhﬁpas-
sive, Ray, 46, contengis his ;
former lawyer noted ;
nal attorney Percy For:
of Houston, forced him ta _
plead guilty. The attdrney, (§" -
he claims, sought to; avoid _:_ engths que
iulldlsclosure of the ¢ # ‘Ray fo dssure the guilt;

had contracted with Fore- | "_ghat batfie reﬁeated]y asked

if he was pleading on
own accord: Ray said
Ray also says Ius nine~
month mcarceratlon,*‘after

P, R

W ashington Post

~ gentence in the state peni- |

4 .-.mandmg a‘full-scale judicial |

maﬂ_ exeept corm- :

Defangimg the handlmg of

ase- is Tennessee*

freel;g and voluntanly '

 He contended the devices |
~were all needed “strictly for -
security”  to protect Ray

: “Ray. a known escape artist, °



