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LONDON (AP)—James Earl Ray, fighting extra-
dition to the United States to stand trial for the mur:
der of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., asserted today he
did not kill the Negro civil rights leader '

The prisoner—who is charged here under the

- alias of Raymond George
Sneyd — took the witness
stand in a surprise move
and testified: “I have nev-

er met Dr. King. I have -

never had any kind of
grudge against him.”
AN FBI EXPERT, George

« Jacob Bonebrake,

had testi-
fied that Ray's fingerprints
were found on a rifle and hi- -
noculars discarded in a shop’
doorway after King was
killed at the Lorraine Motel
in Memphis, Tenn., April 4.

“I found one print on the
rifle and one on the sight and
also on the hinoculars,” Bone-
brake said. “I compared them
for fingerprints of James Earl
Ray in the Los Angeles po-
lice file. I found that they
belonged to one and the same
individual.”

Ray’s lawyer indicated he
would seek to save Ray from
extradition by contending that
the assassination of King was
a political crime.

Under the U.S.-British ex-
tradition treaty, political
grounds are a principal rea-
son for granting asylum fto
anyone and barring extradi-
tion.

RAY WAS ringed by detec-
tives but did not wear hand-
cuffs as he mounted the wat-
ness stand.

The hearing in Bow Street
Magistrates Court was sus-
pended for 10 minutes while
ne conferred with his British
attorney, Roger Frisby. .

Frisby said he would rather-

Turn"to Page "12, Column 1 -

Ray neither took the usual
oath nor affirmed, meaning
taking the oath without invok-
ing God.

This tactic meant that, un-
der English legal procedure,

Ray could not be cross-exam- |

ined by David Calcutt, the
British attorney representing
the U.S. government.

WEARING a dark suit and
heavy horn-rimmed glasses,
Ray answered a series of
questions from his lawyer. He

agreed that he was the man
arrested at London Airport
June 8.

He said he had never met
Dr. King and bore him no
- grudge.

“Did you kill Dr. King?"”

“No sir,” Ray replied.

Again on his counsel’s ad-
vice, Ray said he did not
wish to sign the court re-
cording of his testimony.

- THE BOW STREET Magis-
trates Court adjourned then
until next Tuesday, when the
hearing is expected to .end.

Ray was sent back to prison.

Silent through presentation
of the prosecution’s case, Ray
declared at the windup of that
phase of the hearing - that
“parts of some of the testi-
mony are false and some are
exaggerated.”

“I would like to disagree
with them and say something
about this,” he said.

Chief Magistrate Frank Mil- |

ton had advised him about his

.right to call witnesses and

give testimony in his own be-
half.

WHEN THE court resumed
Frishy said Ray disagreed
with many of the facts given
by Detective Chief Supt. Thom-
as Butler of Scotland Yard.

In a dramatic high point of
the hearing, Butler had tes-
tified that, on hearing in his
prison cell that the police iden-
tified him as an American
wanted for a killing rather
than as Canadian George
Sneyd, his alias, Ray slumped
into a seat and said: “Oh
God . . . I feel so trapped.”

Frishy said Ray wished in
particular “to state most em-
phatically that he did not
make the observation: ‘I feel
so trapped.” ”

“Nor did he say ‘Oh God,’
nor did he collapse on the seat
in the manner which the
chief superintendent describ-

ed,” Frisby said.

IN COURT maneuvering,
Frisby raised the matter of
King’s involvement in Ameri-
can politics.
Bonebrake closely about this
in an effort to get statements
about such political involve-
ment in the record.

The FBI agent admitted un-
der questioning that there had
been a certain amount of dis-

'like for King in the United

States. Peter Hopkirk, a cor-
respondent of the London
Times, appeared for the de-
fense on a subpena.

Hopkirk said he was in the
United States in April cover-

recoverad,”
He questioned |
" lihved that the bullet came-
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ing the presidential primaries.
He went to Memphis the
morning after King was killed
and spent four or five days
there inquiring into his death.

“It was no secret that he
was disliked by many white
people living in the South,”
Hopkirk said.

Bonebrake said he ~found
from the print on the rifle 14
characteristics the same as on
the prints on file for Ray, a fu-
gitive from the Missourl State
Penitentiary. He found 11 sim-
ilar characteristics from the
prints on the telescopic sight.

Cross-examined by Frishy,
the court - appointed lawyer
defending Ray, Bonebrake said
he took an interest in his
country’s politics although his
work did not bring him in
contact with them unless they

were connected with finger-
prints he was examining.

He agreed that King was a

. nationally known figure. Asked

if he believed the Negro lead-
er inspired liking or dislike in
America, he replied: “More
toward liking, I would think.”
BUT HE AGREED there
was a certain amount of dis-
like tco.
- Bonebrake said he knew of
King’s movement, the South-

| ern Christian Leadership Con-

ference. But he said that, to
the best of his recollection, he
knew of no commitment to
any political party by the con-
ference.

When the court suspended
session for a luncheon break,
detectives continued to¢ guard
all doors of the courthouse.
Newsmen had to show creden-
tials to get in or out and mem-
bers of the publiec were
searched for weapons.

The U.S. government was
represented by a British law-
yer, David Calcutt. He told
Magistrate Frank Milton that
Ray’s fingerprints were found
on the rifle which police re-
covered after King was shot
in Memphis, Tenn., April 4.

“THE BULLET which killed
Dr. King was examined when
he continued,
“and there is a strong like-

from the rifle found by the
police.”
Calcutt told the crowded

was the victim of “a calcu-

murder—a murder that was
bitter with irony.”

“Though his name was a
very password for peace,”
Calcutt said, ““he met a vio-
lent death.

“This tragic death of Dr.
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“ON MARCH 29, six- days be-
fore King was killed in Mem-
phis, Tenn., Ray went'to a
store in Blrmangham. Ala,,
kept by a Mr. .
bought a rifle with telescopic
sights and ammunition. There
was another customer in the
shop at the time.

The following day Ray was
- not satisfied and wanted to
' change the rifle. He took in-

stead a Remington 760 which
had telescopic sights attached
to it
took away a box of ammuni-

' tion and a box-which was not

the right box for- that parﬁcu-
lar gun.

“On_April 3, Sneyd (Ray)
- booked in at the New Revel
' Motor Hotel at Memphis,” |

the lawyer continued. ““On the

 following day he checked out

of the hotel and on that day

. in Memphis he bought a pair

of binoculars.” . .

Also on that day, Caleutt

said, King was in Memphis,

~ staying at the Lorraine Motel.

'AS CALCUTT unfolded the

. story, four plainclothes detec-
.- tives sat on a bench facing

. newsmen and the public gal-

-~ lery. All members of the pub-

. lic had been searched as they
- came into court.

Ray sat in front of the pris-
oner’s dock with a detective
on either side of him.

“The court was tense as Cal-
cutt continued his story:

- *From bathroom window at |
South Main Street, a |
| person could see into Dr.
-+ King’s room.

“At 4 o'clock in the after-

“I noon this defendant went to
1 42412 South Main Street, where
-1 accommodation was available,
| ‘and he booked a room. As he

did this he was seen by a

| witness, a Mr, Stevens.

“THE DEFENDANT got a
. toom and, between then and
"+ ¢ o'clock in the evening, he

- used the bathroom and the
. lavatory.
' -was inthe adjoining room,
“says that the man used the

Mr. Stevens, who

bathroom and the lavatory on

" three occasmns, each time for

a long time.”
Calcutt continued:

+ “At 6 o'clock Mr, Stevens .

says he heard a shut fired

ive look at the U.S. govern- |
' ment’s case against him.
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He also bought and

“of hisroom
man leaving below.
was the man who he had seen

_booking in earlier.

“The defendant left in a
‘hurry, leaving binocular
straps in his room. When he
got out of the hotel entrance,
he turned left and dropped
his kit of rifle, sights and
binoculars in the doorway.

car waiting nearby.”
Caleutt said the Memphis

rifle and binoculars. They say

the defendant’s fingerprints

were on them, he added.
“These tie in with the de-

gerprints,” Calcuft said. “The
bullet which killed Dr. King
was examined when recov-

likelihood that = the bullet
‘came from the rifle found by
the police.

“It is also lll{ely that the
| strap found in his room be-
longed to the binoculars found
with the rifle.”

tember 1959 Ray—or Sneyd,
+ as he still called him—was
-convicted of armed robbery.
“He was sentenced to 20
years imprisonment,” he said,
“but on April 23, 1967, he es-
caped from the Missouri State
Penitentiary with 12 years of
| his sentence Ieft to serve.”
~ Calcutt then read extracts
from written testimony by
Frederick Wilkinson, a direc-
tor of the Corrections Depart-
ment of the Missouri peniten-
tiary. He produced photo-
graphs and fmgerpnnts and
said:

“WE SAY the man in these
"photcs from this records of-
fice is the man before you
taday $ k)

John---Deshaze, an Ala-
| bamian, declared in a sworn
affidavit read out by Calcutt
that on March 29 he was in
the Birmingham store when
he saw a man in a dark
business suit handle several
weapons and buy a Reming-
ton rifle. The man said-he
‘was going -hunting in Wis-
consin with his brother or
brother-in-law, Deshazo said.

Deshazo was visited by FBIL
agents on April 16 and shown
pictures of seven white men.

| He identified one as being the

man who bought the rifle,
Calcuft said.

‘address, -said -in another af- |
| fidavit read by Calcutt that |
from March 1967 to June 1968

rom the bathroom. He came”

says it

“HE THEN made off in a

police took possession of the

fendant’s face picture and fin- |

ered and there is a strong |

CALCUTT SAID that in Sep-

| when I heard a shot. I could .

in his right hand. It was at

he lived with his common-
law wife in an apartment on
South Main Street in Mem-
phls

ON APRIL 4 Stevens sa}d |
he saw and heard a man
standing with the manageress |
of the apartment building, |
Mrs. Bessie Brewer, near
Apartment 5B which was just |
down the hall from his. He
assumed the man was look—
ing for a room. :

On - April 24, Stevens said-
he identified an FBI “wanted
profile’” as very much -like -
the man he had seen.

His apartment was next to
the common bathroom, his
statement continued. After |
seeing the strange man with |
Mrs. Brewer, he heard some- |
one in Room 58 and assumed
it had been rented by the |
man.:

“] heard footsteps and
heard them leaving and com-
ing past my room and into-
the common bathroom at the ;
end of the hall” Stevens'
affidavit went on. “On the
first couple of times, he did -
not stay long. On the third
time, the person stayed there
what seemed like a long time
towards the end of the after-
noon, between 5 and 6 p. m.. !

“] WAS in my kitchen
working on a small radio

tell that it came from the :
bathroom because it was very---,:-_:
loud. - 4
“I heard through a broken
pane in my window a lot of |
voices yelling and hollering |
from the building across the
road. I saw a lot of people
milling around near the motel.

““About a minute after hear-
ing the shot I went to my
door and opened it. The bath-
room door was open. When I |
went to the bannisters, I saw
of the hallway,

“He was carrying a bundlc :

least three or four feet long
and six to eight inches thick.
It was wrapped in what looked
like newspaper.

“Although I did not get a
good- look at him, I fthink it-
was the same man I saw
earlier with Mrs. Brewer.”

- Caleutt also read from the
statement of an amusement |
shop owner near 424'% South!
Main st. who said he heard a

| thud in the doorway and saw
3 | a bundle which he said a
1 Charles Stevens, 46 o fixed |

white man had dropped.
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