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THE FBI REPORTS 
cate that cigarette butts and 

' ashes were found in the ash 
tray and on the floor of the 
white Mustang when it was 
found in Atlanta. I have been 

Information on on the road with Stein, Ray's 
December driving companion, 
for two days and he dis-
tinctly recalls that Ray did 
not smoke. 

The FBI reports indicate • 
that Ray was in La Angeles 
until March 27; he is report-
ed to have bought the murder 
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weapon in Birmingham on 
March 30. This reporter dis-
closed last week that Ray 
delivered a package to the 
New Orleans family of one 
of his Hollywood girl friends 
during his last week there. 

TEE SEQUENCE of events, 
then, is clearly impossible. 
The FBI interviewed the fam-
ily following my disclosure 
of the incident and confirmed 
that Ray had delivered the 
package. The trip from Los 
Angeles to Birmingham via 
New Orleans is in excess of 
2,500 miles. Ray could not 
have driven that route, par-
ticularly in a Mustang, in the 
short period between March 

' 27 and March 30. 
There is an outside chance 

that the trip could have been 
accomplished if Ray had a 
driving companion as he did 
in December. There have 
been no indications that he 
did have a companion. 

These contradictions and 
confusions are compounded 
by others that have occurred 
during the investigation into 
the slaying of Dr. King. The 
FBI issued a report that Ray 
had taken dancing lessons in 
New Orleans during a time 
the agency's other reports 
and records showed that Ray 
was in prison. 

THE FBI HAS been forced 
to admit that the finger-
prints, circulated during the 
early days of the manhunt, 
were not those of Ray. The 
blame for this, according to 
the FBI, must be assumed by 
the warden of the Missouri 
State Penitentiary. The ward-
en, the FBI claimed, issued 
mistaken fingerprints on Ray 
when the convict escaped 
from prison in April, 1967. 

This means two things: (1) 
Had Ray been arrested after 
his escape from prison, he 
would not have been held by 
the local arresting officers 
as a fugitive; (2) had Ray 
been arrested immediately  

after the slaying of Dr. King 
the  mistaken fingerprints 
would have confused the in-
vestigation and p OS Sibly 
would have led to his release. 

THE "SIGNIFICANT fact is 
that the Georgia Bureau of 
Investigation had mistaken 
fingerprints of Ray up until 
last Wednesday. Had Ray 
been arrested in Atlanta, 
then, • on the day he parked 
the whit e Mustang, the 
Georgia authorities woul d 
have been attempting to 
identify him by matching his 
fingerprints against a set of 
prints that belong to some-
body else. 

These are the incredible 
omissions that have been 
discovered during this report-
er's trip back into the life and 
activities of Ray. Apparently 
it never occured to the FBI 
to retrace Ray's trip with 
Stein as this reporter is do-
ing in search of the phone 
booth from which Ray made 
hasty calls to someone in New 
Orleans. 

Apparently it also did not 
occur to the FBI to investi-
gate the possibility that Ray 
was in telephone contact with 
New Orleans while he was still 
in Los Angeles. This reporter 
located the phone booth used 
by Ray in the lobby of the St. 
Francis Hotel last Wednesday. 
The walls of the booth were 
covered with graffiti. One line 
read "Down with Mexicans, 
niggers, and Martin Luther 
Coon." 
' THE FATAL oversight was • 
the FBI's failure to uncover 
the console television set Ray 
gave to a Hollywood girl ifriend 
in return for her portathe TV 
set. The swap occurred around 
Valentine's Day—February 14 
—and Ray told the girl he was 
leaving town. 

This reporter found both the 
girl friend and the television 
set. The back of the television 
set contained handwriting be-
lieved to be that of Ray and 
can be matched against the 
graffiti on the walls of the 
telephone booth. 

A cledr reading of this 
makes it all but certain that 
Ray took three trips to New 
Orleans between Dec, 15 and 
the end of March. There was 
the trip of Dec. 15, which 
Stein and I are now retracing; 
there was a second trip that 
began on Valentine's Day. 
Finally there was the trip that 
began a few days before the 
end of March and culminated 
in the death of Dr. King. 

THE VALENTINE'S DAY 
trip explains the Green Stamp 
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transaction in the middle of 
February. It also explains the 
mysterious phone call to the 
Alabama Department of Mo-
tor Vehicles requesting that a 
duplicate of "Gait's" driver's 
license be sent to a Birming-
ham boarding house. 

The license was mailed on 
March 1, the day before Ray 
is alleged to have graduated 
from a Los Angeles dancing 
school. It is clear that Ray 
"dropped out" from the school 
for several days to make the 
second trip. 

The one unassailable .fact is 
that Ray did make these trips. 
And that he was in telephone 
contact with someone in New 
Orleans. Ray told Stein that 
his contact was an important 
person, a contractor and 
builder. 

The key, then, lies in lo-
eating the phone booth along 
the highway from which these 
calls were made. Telephone 
cbmpany officials believe they 
can trace the calls if the booth 
can be located. 

Charles Stein remembers 
graphically the gas station 
from which the calls were 
made. We are now in the gen-
eral area of the station. Our 
hope is to locate these phone 
booths before completing the 
journey. 

Have No Evidence 
Of Conspiracy--Clark 

ATLANTA (AP)—There is 
no significant evidence to in-
dicate that more than one man 
was responsible for the assas-
sination of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., according to U.S. 
Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark. 

Clark made the statement 
when questioned by newsmen 
about a possible conspiracy 
behind the King death. 

"We could make a long, 
long list— as long as the 
imagination of man runneth-
of people who could possibly 
be involved in this," Clark 
said, "but there's no signifi-
cant evidence that it goes be-
yond the single actor." 

The attorney general made 
no mention by name of James 
Earl Ray, who has been 
charged by the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation with con-
spiracy in the April 4 murder 
of King. 

Clark did say he still feels 
sure an arrest will be made 
soon. 	, 

"I was hopeful an arrest 
would be obtained before 
now," he said. "The indi-
vidival being sought is in a 
very difficult situation and it 

Contradictory 

By LOUIS LOMAX 
(Copyright, 1968, North Ameri- 

can Newspaper Alliance) 
SAN ANTONIO, Tex.—An 

FBI search of the 1966 white 
Mustang driven by James 
Earl Ray, alias Eric Starvo 
Galt, the.alleged slayer of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr., un-
earthed Green Stamps that 
were issued as a result of a 
purchase at a Birmingham, 
Ala., gas station in mid-Feb-
ruary of 1968. 

This reporter learned of the 

Green Stamps while here. in 
San Antonio and was able to 
confirm the finding by 4ele-
phone. 

The Birmingham gas st4- 
tion owner said the stamps 
were issued at his station, 
and he also identified a pic-
ture of Ray as that of the 

Ray Increases 

(NANA writer Louis Lomax 
continues to investigate the as- 
sassination of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. for the States-
Item and other NANA sub-
scribers. This is one of a se-
ries of articles his efforts have 
produced.) 

man involved in the trans-
action. The station .Owner re-
calls the transaction because 
the white Mustang had a 
clutch problem. 

FBI REPORTS consistently 
place Ray in Los Angeles as 
a student at dancing and bar-
tending schools at the time 
of the gas station transaction. 
However, these reports are 
boldly challenged by the state-
ment of the Birmingham gas 
station owner. 

This is but one of a series of 
disturbing contradictions and 
apparent FBI distortions dis-
covered during this reporter's 
four-day retracing of Ray's 
December, 1967, automobile 
trip from Los Angeles to New 
Orleans. Ray made the trip 
on Dec. 15 with the Hollywood 
songwriter Charles Stein as a 
driving companion. Stein is 
making the drive with this 
reporter. 


