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lj e-  1 U.S. lawmen today scoured 
.ed, a corner of Southeast Califor- 1 
:Ian nia — near Arizona and Mex-
r 's ico — in the hunt for the sus- i 

a I petted assassin of Dr. Martin; 
nit- Luther King, identified yes- i 
ed: terday as James Earl Ray. a ; 

habitual1 criminal and es-  1 
caped convict. 

Mexican officials also were i 
reported looking for Ray — 
alias Eric Starvo Galt — aft-
er an FBI alert was issued in 
the Southwest area. 

ew ard offers for Ray 
have risen to $100,000. 

Ray, 40, who fled the Mis-
souri State Prison 51 weeks 
ago by hiding in a bread 

I truck, was identified through 
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fingerprints after a I5-day 
check of the prints of more 
than 53,000 wanted criminals 
in FBI files. 

The prints, FBI Director J. 
Edgar Hoover said in Wash-
ington, prove "that Galt and 
Ray are identical." 

Hoover's announcement 
came as sources close to the 
investigation theorized t h e 
name Eric Starvo Galt may 
have been a code name for 
the murder of, 	at Men

The  name ap- 
pears in too many places at 
about the same time under 
varying descriptions of its 
user to be one man, these 
sources said. 

ALIASES .—  
The FBI said Ray had as-

sumed such aliases as Galt, 
Harvey Lowmeyer, John Wil-

, lard, James McBride, James 
Walton, W. C. Herron and 
James O'Conner. 

The man who checked into 
a rooming house from where 
King was shot by a sniper 
registered as John Willard. 

Authorities said Ray, born 
in Alton, Ill., had a criminal 
record dating to 1949 and was 
serving a 20-year, habitual 
criminal sentence at Jeffer-
son City, Mo.. for armed rob-
bery and automobile theft 
when he escaped April 23, 
1967. 

Ray was working in the 
food service section of the 
prison and fled by hiding in a 
bread truck. A year earlier, 
he had tried to escape by hid-
ing in the prison's ventilation 
system, but was discovered. 

EVASIVE PERSON 
Warden Harold Swenson 

said a 1966 mental examina-
tion showed Ray had no per-
sonality troubles or adjust-
ment difficulties not common 
to confined men. "He was an 
evasive type person," said 
Swenson. "I don't think any-
body either liked him or dis-
liked him."  

ai I:nation:1 
with the final policy 
United States," he said. "But 
this is very difficult to ex-
plain to our people." 

JAMES EARL RAY 
In 1959 photo 

ngeles, where be served a 
ounty jail term for burgle-

) y, showed that Ray, eldest 
f three sons, quit school in 
wing, Mo., in ninth grade. 
"I didn't want to go any-

more," he told a probation 
officer who described Ray .as 
"a Catholic who did not at-
tend church services." 

He drifted for several 
years, once working as a 
77-cents-an-hour laborer in a 
Hartford, III., shoe company, 
and joined the army in 1946. 

MILITARY POLICEMAN 
He spent two years and 

four months in Germany as 
an infantryman and military 
policeman and received a 
general discharge in 1948 due 
to ineptness and a lack of 
adaptability for military , 
service. He received a three 
months sentence in the army 
for being drunk and breaking 
arrest. 

He was unemployed until 
1949, when he held a job 
briefly in a Chicago rubber 
company. He went to Los An-
geles and his troubles with 
the law began. In addition to 
his jail term, he was convict-
ed of armed robbery in Chi-
cago in 1952 and forging U.S. 
postal orders in Missouri in 
1955. 

The FBI said Ray is 5 feet 
10 and weighs about 163 to 
174 pounds, with blue eyes 
and brown hair. He has a 
small scar in the center of 
his forehead and a scar on 

Probation records in Losthe palm of his right hand. 


