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FBI Charges Conspiracy 
In King Assassination 

Eric Gait 

Named in 

Warrant 
tuir.edPr.,w 

k•Vashington 

The FBI declared yes-
terday that Dr. Martin 
Luther King was the vic-
tim- of a conspiracy to kill 
him. 

• 
It a a in e d 36-year-old 

Eric Starvo .Galt as a part-
ner in that conspiracy and 
issued a• wargant for his 
arrest. • 

e announcement by 
Atty. Gen. R a in s e y Clark 
Was the first official confir-
mation that officials believed 
the slaying of Dr. King in 
Memphis on April 4 was no 
the work of one man acting 
alone. Clark had first ruled 
knit conspiracy. 

The FBI said the cunspira-
.y involved at least one other 
anin. "an individual whom 
he ((lalt1 alledged to be his 
brother." 

It said the plot originated 
on March 29 	seven days 
before the slaying — and that 
Galt was reported to haye 
been in Memphis on the day 
of the saying and the day • 
ureceding. 

'LONER' 
he 17BI portrayed Gait as 

a poorly euucated loner with 
I a taste for country and west-
ern music. -vodka, beer and 
dancing. It said he spoke 
with die' on reflecting a "ru-
ral" 13acr.ground and that he 
claimel to have worked as a 
cook on 'Mississippi river ves-
sels :.tod ;is a merchant sea-
man. Ile lad taken lessons in 
dancin;g and was a graduate 
of a bartending school. . 



The FBI statement said 
Galt ptirchased a 1966 white 
Mustang in Birmingham. 
Ala.. on Aug. 30, 1967, and 
drove 19,000 miles between 
then and when it was found 
abandoned in Atlanta. Ga. on 
April 11. 

Without explaining how it 
knew.  the FBI said Galt 
drove the car to LoseAngeIes, 
New -Orleans. Birmingham 
and Mexico before goint of 
Memphis and. after the kill-
ing. to Atlanta. 

The FBI made public two , 
photographs of a man it idee- ' 
tilled as Galt and said he 
used the aliases "Harvey 
Lowmyer" and "John Wil- 

. 	See Back Page 

lard." In one photograph his 
eyes were closed; in the oth-
er,. a print of the first, an 
FBI artist has sketched in 
opened eyes. 

The FBI refused to say 
where or how it got the pic-
ture or the detailed informa-
tion about Galt's activities, 
some of it dating back four ! 
year s. The announcement! 
was handed to reporters at 
the Justice Department and 
no questions were permitted. 

The FBI complainh filed in 
Birmingham charged that 
Gait and the other man "en-
tered into a conspiracy which 
continued until on or about. 
April 5, 1968, to injure, op-
press. threaten or intimidate 
MartinsLuther King Jr." 

"In furtherance of the con-
spiracy," the FBI charged, 
Galt purchased a rifle ian Bir-
mingham on or about-March 
30. 

FBI Director  J. Edgar, 
'Hoover said a 30.06 caliber; 
rifle equipped with a tele-1, 
scopic sight was found near a 
rooming house on South Main 
street in . Memphis /immedi-
ately: after Dr. King was: 
shot. The, rooming Image ov- ! 
lei looks the Lorraine motel. 
1 where King was staying. 
I Hooves „said FBI agents 
I had determined that the rifle 
and telescopic sight had been. 
pi wchased i Cann an urdsienti- 
fled gun dealer in Birming-I 
ham on March 31. 

Galt was described as a 
white man, between 5 feet 8 
inches and 5 feet 11 inches in 
height, weighing between 160  

and 170 pounds, with a medi-
um build. He was said to be 
a neat dresser. 

The FBI said he had brown 
hair which he wore in a 
brush cut, blue eyes, a 
straight and narrow nose, 
and straight and clean teeth. 
It said he had given his birth 
date as July 20, 1931. 

The fugitive was further 
described as having a nerv- 

ous habit of occasionally 
pulling  at an earlobe with his 
hand. His left ear protrudes 
farther from his head than 
his right, the FBI said.. The 
FBI added he should be con-
sidered armed and danger-
ous. 

DANCER 

He was described as an 
avid dancer who took lessons 
1965: in Birmingham during 
September and October, 1967. 
and in Long Beach from De- 
cember. 1967. to last Febru-
ary. 

Galt Ieft Los. Angeles last 
December 15, the FBI said. 
and drove the white Mustang 
to New Orleans. where he 
claimed he contacted either 
an engineering or a contract-
ing company. The FBI did 
not explain why he had done 
so. 

It said Gait went to New 
Orleans. December 19 and re-
tired to Los' 'Angeles last 
December.  21. While in Los 
Angeles early this year, the 
FBI said, Gait took a course 
at a school of bartending and 
was graduated on March 2. 

EnrIier information in the 
case suggested strongly that 
Galt's identity was carefully 
contrived seven months b-e' 
fore Dr-. King's murder to 
help disguise the real killer. 

IDENTITY 

Galt first began establish-
ing an identity for himself on 
Aug. 16, 1967, when he rented 
a room at a boarding house 
at 2608 Highland avenue in 
Birmingham. 

On Sept. 6. 1967. Gait and 
the boarding house manager.' 
Peter Cherpes. went together 
to get Galt an Alabama drii.r-
er's license. Gait told author-
ities then that he had a Loui-
siana driver's license but lost 
it and that he was an unern-
plover! shipyard worker. his , 
last job being at Indalls Shin- • 
building Co. at Pascagoula, 
Miss. 

However. checks of Loui-
siana records and employ-1 
ment records with Ingalls, as 
well as merchant marine. 

Coast Guard- and Seamani 
Union records found no trace 

I of Galt. 
I 	Later in September. Geld 

recieved a prepaid package 
I in the mail from Chicago. 

Cherpes said it Weighed 20 to F 
25 pounds and was about two 

• feet long and one foot wide. 

RENT 

Cherpes says Galt told him 
the next day that the box 

i• contained the wrong mer-
! chandise and he was going to 

send it back. 

. In October. Cherpes said. 
i.1 Galt gave him one w'eek's 
. rent in advance and said he 
was going to Mobile. Ala.. to 
find a job. EmpIosenent re- I• 
cords in Mobile held no signs 
that Galt searched for or 
found work there. 

Chemnes said Galt todl him 
he would not be alack but that 
he expected a letter from 
Chicago and wanted Cherpes 
to hold it for him. Cherpes 

I said he never saw or heard - 
• from Gait after Oct. 7.1957. 

In Tate February or early 
March, C li er to es said. the ; 
Chicago letter for Galt came. 
Chemes held it for a week 
then returned it in the mail, 
he said. 

CAR 

While in Birmingham. Galt 
kept a safe deposit box at the 
Birrniessham Trust National 
Bank. The FBI believes Galt 

. used money from it to buy a 
1966 white Ford Mustang last 
Awanst 	from a car sales- I 
man. William D. Paisle" of 

- Birmingham. for about $'200. 
The same kind of car was ! 

seen fleeing from the Mem-
phis flophouse after Dr. King 
was sTsot. A Mustana, 
nour.led hi Atlanta by the 
tere4  to Gait in Alabama. 

A flee! etee 	Galt came 
+last March 1 when the 
bale- 	De-nrtment 

. at Montgomery receive a 
,:rhone call from a 'man 
tifying himself as Eric S. 
r..•1" 'T..A s;,-iAri he log hiv. Oriv-
er.'s.11-.2ense and wanted a du- 
nlicn+e prr,110 	h5”, 	the 
prirdofftwin rooming, house. 

T1, 9 4I-nlinte licence ti as . 
milef1  the -oine rlay. With it 
--erAt the stnn:larl Alabama 
bill of In • cents to cover the 
•oete of issning the duplicate . 

license. 

On. Marc* 6 	Fi5ehwav 
Department sail: its bill with - 

!--ert r•kiace v--ac receive!! I 
! 

-ootnerc at the • 

•• ,•• 	fittoli-2ate license 
. mGaIt's mail and never saw ! 
Galt pi ck it up. ..._.._ 	A 

On March 6 the 
Highway Department 
said, its bill 
with a 25 cent 
piece was received . 
in the mail from 
Gait. Cherpes 
and roomers at the 
boarding house say 
they never saw the 
duplicate license 
in Gait's mail and 
never saw Gait 
pick it up. 


